Dear Parents/Guardians,

My name is Mrs. Marashlian and I will be your child’s fifth grade teacher this year.  I’m looking forward to an exciting, productive year working with you and your child.

Throughout my years of teaching, I have become committed to the importance of parent involvement in a student’s education.  I firmly believe that your child receives the best education possible when you and I work as a team.

Included in this packet are copies of my syllabus and safety contract.  Please read both of these carefully.  They explain many of my expectations for your child in this class.  I need your support of these expectations, and I need you to let your child know also that you support these classroom rules and standards.

I will be keeping in contact with you all year long.  Please do the same with me. I welcome any input.  Any time you have something you’d like to discuss with me, please email me at nmarashlian@shsd.org. I will return your email as quickly as possible.

I look forward to meeting you at the Potluck Dinner and Back-to-School Night!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Nicole Marashlian
Science 5th Grade








                  Mrs. Marashlian

Room 109
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Statement of Purpose

The science program in Grade Five provides an integrated study of life, earth, physical, and environmental science through the investigation of the following units of study:  Marine Biology, Oceanography, Earth Science, Introductory Chemistry, Introductory Physics, and Astronomy.

Philosophy

The fifth grade science program offers instruction though a series of interdisciplinary units of study which are based upon a constructivist approach that encourage each individual to construct his or her own understanding of scientific phenomena.  Students are exposed to essential knowledge, process, and problem solving skills to assist them in analyzing and dealing with the world around them.

Materials required

· Pen or pencil 

· 3- ring binder with 1 section divided for class notes and homework 

· Two-pocket folder 

Objectives

· Students will participate in projects, class discussions, small group discussions, presentations, journal writing, quizzes, tests, and lab experiments that are designed to help them grasp the various concepts within the subject of Science.

Expectations and guidelines

1. Follow directions the first time given

2. Come to class prepared

3.   Cooperate in groups

4.   Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself

5.   Report Injuries/ Follow Safety Rules

*Along with these rules includes following the rules of the school.  NO gum, food, phones, radios, or hats are allowed in class.

Methods of Evaluation

Evaluation is done through written quizzes and tests.  Additionally, students are evaluated on class participation, homework assignments, class work, lab reports, projects, notebook organization, and class discussions.

A student’s final grade will be based on the following criteria:

· Tests/ Projects – 30%

· Quizzes- 25%

· Labs – 15%

· Homework– 20%
· *Participation – 10%

*This includes 1) student interaction, 2) seriousness in class (interest, motivation, and enthusiasm), 3) being prepared everyday with binder, pencils/pens, and class work or homework and 4) focus/effort.

Assignments

· There will be homework assignments given each week, which will be written on the board and on homework hotline. 

· Each homework assignment is worth 3 points and each missing assignment is deducted from the overall 100 points at the end of the marking period.
· Graded assignments (which will be announced) will have 5 points for each day it is late.
· Late projects will have 10 points deducted or 1 letter grade each day they are late because students were aware of them for a longer amount of time.
Assessment Components

· Quizzes are administered when the teacher needs to check the students’ progress.

· Test dates will be announced in class and class time is used for test preparation.

· Most labs will consist of worksheets to be completed during or after class and will receive a grade and be apart of the lab grade.

· Class participation, including participation in-group work, accounts for 10% of the student’s grade.
Grading Scale-
90-100% of total points = A = Excellent

80-89% = B = Above Average

70-79% = C = Average

60-69% = D = Below Average

0-59% = F = Failure

Class Readiness

Students should be in their seat when the bell rings with their homework out, pencils sharpened in homeroom, notebooks open, and starting the opening exercise.  This will enable them to be involved in the planned activity and ready to fully participate.  

Cooperative Learning 

Throughout the year many opportunities will be provided for you to work both independently and as a group.  Group sizes will range from 2-5 per group.  You are expected to work with all students in the groups you are assigned.  Roles and responsibilities will be explained in detail to you.

Attendance

Regular attendance is crucial for success.  It enables the student to understand assignments, take advantage of the guidance provided by the teacher and others.  In addition, the students will receive immediate feedback regarding their progress. 

Extra help

Help is available to all students when they need it.  I am usually available in the morning and most days after school.  It is best for you to make an appointment a day in advance to ensure that I will be in the room.  

Make-up

School policy will be followed with regards to any make-up work.  Extraordinary situations will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.

My Promises to you…..

· I will give you 5-7 days notice before a test or project is due.

· To help you perform your best and ensure your academic success with your assistance.

· Present information to you in a variety of different ways to ensure learning & understanding.

*Important Guidelines for Laboratory Safety*
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Science is a hands-on class. You will be doing many laboratory activities that use chemicals and lab equipment and safety will be a #1 priority in our classroom. The rules in this safety contract must be followed at all times. The last page of this contract must be signed by both you and a parent or guardian and returned before you can participate in the laboratory. Keep the copy of the safety rules in your science notebook as a constant reminder of the safety rules. 

1.    FOLLOW ALL INSTRUCTIONS 
Study all instructions carefully before beginning a laboratory activity.  The instructions are for your safety and success.  If you have questions, ask your teacher.  If you wish to try something not included in the instructions, consult your teacher before attempting.  Be sure you understand the safety considerations and symbols for the lab you will be performing before you begin the lab.

2.    REPORT ACCIDENTS IMMEDIATELY 
QUICKLY report to your instructor.  Remain calm.  Your teacher will give you further instructions. 

3.    NO HORSEPLAY 
The laboratory is a place of serious business, which involves many potential dangers.  It is not a playroom.  Absolutely no fooling around will be tolerated.  The consequences of someone's practical joke could be disastrous. 

4.    KNOW YOUR SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
Become familiar with the location of safety equipment.  These may include the following: 
    a.   First Aid Kit: For minor medical treatment.  Please see your teacher for assistance.
    b.    Fire Extinguisher: For fires not on a person. 
    c.    Fire Exit: Pathway from a specific room. 

5.    CONSIDERING CHEMICALS
Do not touch any chemicals with your hands unless directed to do so.  Always wash your hands before leaving the laboratory.  Always pour water into concentrated acids or bases and never acid or bases into water.  Never directly smell or inhale chemicals when checking the odor of a substance.  Do not hold your face directly over the container.  Fan the small amount of vapor toward you by sweeping your hand in the air over the container.

6.    STAY OUT OF RESTRICTED AREAS 
Certain areas present special hazards to students.  These areas are designated for your safety and should be entered only with teacher permission. 

7.    KEEP WORK AREA CLEAN 
Avoid unnecessary hazards in your lab area by placing coats, textbooks and other personal belongings in a designated area away from the lab working area.  Keep aisles free of all obstructions such as chairs, garbage cans, books, etc.  Use only laboratory equipment needed to complete an experiment and keep all other equipment not in use in its proper storage area.  At the end of each lab, follow your teacher’s directions to where to return or dispose of unused chemicals or other materials.  Clean up and dry the table around your work area thoroughly.  Place any garbage into the garbage can.  

8.    CLEAN UP ALL SPILLS 
Minor solid and liquid spills should be wiped with a sponge, cloth, paper towel, etc.  Large liquid spills should be mopped up with a mop.  If a large solid spill occurs, use a dust pan and broom and dispose of contents in a proper container.  Inform your instructor. If hazardous materials are spilled, consult your teacher for special instructions. 

9.    DISPOSE OF BROKEN GLASSWARE 
Notify teacher of broken glass that needs to be cleaned up because they are responsible for the clean up.  Please do not try to do yourself.  Broken glass should be cleaned up promptly with a dustpan and brush. Immediately notify your teacher if someone is cut or injured.

10.  WEAR APPROPRIATE CLOTHING 
Clothing, which dangles from the body, can be easily grabbed by rotating equipment, dipped into some solution containing a harmful chemical, cause an unwanted spill or catch on fire.  Clothing may be damaged and bodily injury may result. 

11.  SECURE LONG HAIR 
Hair will easily scorch and burn.  Hair should be bound firmly to the head so that it cannot be caught, dipped into beakers, swung through flames or otherwise obstruct the carrying out of the laboratory exercises.  A net or a scarf may be necessary for bushy, curly hair. 

12.  NO EATING OR DRINKING 
To avoid the risk of food contamination, no eating or drinking is permitted in the lab, and hands should be washed thoroughly after each investigation.  Never taste any chemical unless directed to do so. 
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LABORATORY SAFETY RULES PLEDGE 

I will do the following when working on a lab activity:

· Follow all instructions given above and those given in class by the teacher.

· Protect eyes, face, hands, and body while conducting class activities.

· Carry out good clean up practices.

· Know the location and proper use of fire prevention equipment.

· Conduct myself in a responsible manner at all times during lab activities.

HOMEWORK POLICY

When homework will be assigned:

For the most part, homework is assigned 3-4 times a week and usually Monday through Thursday.  I will write homework on the board for the entire week and I will also have it posted on homework hotline.  Students will find out about any upcoming quizzes, tests, or projects about 1 week ahead of time.

Student’s homework responsibilities:

I expect students to fully complete homework.  I expect it to be their best work that is completed in a neat manner.  I expect homework to be the student’s work only.  I expect homework to be finished on time.

Teacher’s homework responsibilities:

I will check all homework and record if assignments are finished or not finished.  Having students complete homework is important and if homework is completed, I will offer some positive incentives.

Parent’s homework responsibilities:

Parents, you are the most important person in your child’s life.  Helping them make sure they completed their homework is crucial.  In order to do this, you can provide your child with a quiet space.  Make sure they have all of the supplies they need to complete their various assignments and a timer could be set for finishing different subjects.  Please let me know if there are any issues that arise. 

If students do not complete homework:

If students chose to not complete their homework, then each day the homework is handed in late 3 points will be deducted off of the homework grade. For each graded assignment that is late will be 5 points off of the graded assignment and 10 points off for projects. 

***PLEASE HAVE THIS SHEET SIGNED AND RETURN TO TEACHER***
I, ________________________________, have read and agree to abide to the information as set forth above from this syllabus, safety contract, and homework policy.

________________________
_______________________        _______________

         Student Signature

        Parent Signature

             Date

________________________       _______________________

        Telephone #


      Parent Email Address
