Personal A

In Spanish when you have a person that is receiving the action, or is the object of the action a personal a is placed after the conjugated verb and before the person receiving the action.  I know Amanda.

Amanda is receiving the action so a personal a would be placed after the conjugated verb. Yo conozco a Amanda.  Tú oyes a tu papá.  You hear your father. The only time this personal a is not used is with the verb tener.  If the person receiving has a the in front of it we must choose from al (masculine singular), a la (feminine singular), a los (masculine plural), or a las (feminine plural) instead of only the a.  Yo conozco al chico.  I know the boy.  Tu ayudas a los maestros.  You help the teachers.  Nosotros oímos a la profesora.  We listen to the teacher.  Usted escucha a las doctoras.  You listen to the doctors.  Yo tengo dos hijos.  I have 2 sons (children).  NOTICE THERE IS NO PERSONAL A WITH TENER!
