El apunte gramática de Possessives and Possessive Adjectives

In Spanish to say that someone owns an item we start off with the item. This is followed by de and then the person that owns it. El libro de Juan- Juan’s book (the book of Juan) or las classes de la profesora-the teachers classes (the classes of the teacher). Don’t forget the de el (meaning the not he so there is no accent) combines to del. Los zapatos del chico- the boy’s shoes (the shoes of the boy). To say of me we use de mí, to say of you (f) we say de ti, to say of him we use de él, to say of her we use de ella , to say of you (p) we say de usted to say of us we use de nosotros, to say of them (male) we use de ellos to say of them (females) we use de ellas and to say of all of you we use de ustedes. We  can put a possessive adjective in front of the noun also. To say my in Spanish we say mi for singular nouns and mis for plurals. This takes the place of de mí. to say your (if it is a friend) we put tu (no accent) in front of singular nouns and tus in front of plural nouns. This replaces de ti. Su in front of singular nouns and sus in front of plural noun is used to say his, her, their, your (p) and all of yours. This word takes the place of de él, de ella, de usted, de ellos, de ellas, and de ustedes. Mi camisa-my shirt, mis zapatos- my shoes, for example. Su libro (de él)- his book, sus casas (de ustedes)- all o f your houses.

To make things easier you might refer to this chart:

Possesive

De



English

Adjective

Expression

Translation

Mi/mis


de mí


my

Tu/tus


de ti


your (friend)

Su/sus


de él


his

Su/sus


de ella


her

Su/sus


de usted

your (polite)

Nuestro/nuestra
 de nosotros

our

Nuestros/nuestras

Vuestro/vuestra
  de vosotros
all of your’s

Vuestros/vuestras                      (friend)

Su/sus


de ellos


their

Su/sus


de ellas


their

Su/sus


de ustedes

all of your’s









(polite)

Remember the first possessive adjective is used in front of singular nouns and the second is used in front of plural nouns.  The possessive adjective takes the place of the definite, and indefinite articles.
