El Apunte de la hora (Time)

In Spanish to tell time we will always start with Son las then add the hour.  After the hour we put y or más if the minutes are between 1 and 30 and the number of minutes.  Son las tres y (más) cinco for example.  If we want to say in the morning (any time from 12:01 am until 11:59 am) we add de la mañana at the end.  To say it is midday we say Es mediodía.  To say in the afternoon  (any time from 12:01 pm until 6:00 pm) de la tarde is added at the end of the sentence.  To say in the evening (any time from 6:01 pm to 11:59 pm) de la noche ends the sentence.  To say it is midnight we say Es medianoche.  Es la is used instead of Son las if we are talking about the hour 1. Es la una y veinte.  Cuarto can be used instead of quince to indicate 15 minutes.  Media can be used in place of treinta to say 30 minutes and y (más) is always used with media.  If the time has minutes more than 30 we can go to the next hour followed by menos.  Next we add the word menos followed by the number of minutes until that hour.  Son las cinco menos veinteicinco.

