       Los Apuntes de Verb Conjugation


In Spanish an unconjugated verb (an infinitive) ends in AR (Hablar), ER (Comer), or IR (Escribir). They do not have a subject and in English have the word to in front of them (to run).  Each of the 3 types of verbs (ar, er, ir) have different endings that are used with each of the subject pronouns.  The stem is what is left after removing the ending (ar, er, ir) from the infinitive.  The stem of hablar is habl.  The stem of comer is com.  The stem of escribir is escrib.  The endings for each of the subjects are listed below.





     Hablar

Subject Pronoun        Stem                     Ending

Yo                               habl                        o   

Tú                               habl                        as

Él                                habl                        a 

Ella                             habl                        a

Usted                          habl                        a

Nosotros                     habl                        amos

Vosotros                     habl                        áis

Ellos                           habl                        an

Ellas                           habl                        an

Ustedes                      habl                         an

                                   Comer

Yo                               com                        o

Tú                               com                         es

Él                                com                         e 

Ella                             com                         e

Usted                          com                         e

Nosotros                     com                         emos

Vosotros                     com                         éis

Ellos                           com                         en

Ellas                           com                         en

Ustedes                      com                         en 

                                   Escribir

Yo                               escrib                       o

Tú                               escrib                        es

Él                                escrib                        e

Ella                             escrib                        e

Usted                          escrib                        e

Nosotros                     escrib                        imos

Vosotros                     escrib                        ís

Ellos                           escrib                        en 

Ellas                           escrib                        en

Ustedes                      escrib                        en

To make a sentence negative place a no in front of the conjugated verb.

There are 3 ways to make a question.  The first and easiest is to raise the intonation of your voice at the end of a statement.  The second is to add either a ¿no? (which means don’t or aren’t) or a ¿verdad? (which means right?) at the end of a statement.  Los chicos estudian español, ¿no? (The boys study (are studying) Spanish, don’t (aren’t) they? or Los chicos estudian español, ¿verdad? (The boys study (are studying) Spanish, right?  The third way is to switch the order of the subject and the verb.  The verb would be first followed by the subject and then the rest of the sentence.  ¿Estudian los chicos español? Do (are) the boys study (studying) Spanish?  Note the question marks and where they go.  

