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Availability by appointment

LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION I (2013 – 2014)

Course Description: 
Literature and Composition I explores literature as students learn to apply the principles of analysis to the genres of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.  The course emphasizes basic skills of composition, grammar and usage, and vocabulary development.


Required Materials: 
· READING / WRITING
· Sleeping freshmen never lie by David Lubar (summer reading)
· Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (summer reading)
· McDougal Littell Literature (iPad only)
· Our America by LeAlan Jones and Lloyd Newman with David Isay
· Romeo and Juliet, A Parallel Text – Perfection Learning Co, 2005
· MATERIALS TO BRING TO CLASS ON A DAILY BASIS
· Text we are studying
· [bookmark: _GoBack]iPad device with text and apps downloaded
· Spiral notebook or 3 ring binder with loose leaf paper
· Pens (red, blue and black), #2 pencils, and highlighter

Course Objectives/ Student Outcomes: 
· THE STUDENT WILL
· become familiar with the various genres of literature: fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama.
· learn how a short story is developed through characterization, plot, setting, point of view, and theme.
· identify and explain the effects of literary techniques 
· write well-developed paragraphs and essays composed of topic and concluding sentences, transitions, and proper sentence structure.
· use a variety of organizational patterns including chronological order, order of importance, and compare and contrast.
· expand vocabulary skills.
· review grammar and usage.
· relate ideas and experiences of literature to one’s life.

Course Outline:
A. Summer Reading 
1. Sleeping freshmen never lie 
2. Speak
B. Short Story Unit
	1. structure of the short story
	2. literary elements
	3. analyses
	4. 5 Paragraph Essay
C. Epic Poem: The Odyssey by Homer
	1. Homer’s life
	2. conventions of an epic
	3. traits of the epic hero
	4. major themes
D. Non-Fiction
	1. Our America
	2. analyses 
E. Poetry
	1. types of poetry
	2. poetic devices
	3. creative writing
	4. analyses
F. Drama: The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
	1. life of William Shakespeare
	2. Elizabethan Era
	3. dramatic structure 
	4. dramatic conventions 
	5. analyses
G. Grammar and Composition
	1. reviews of grammar, usage, and mechanics
	2. constructing a thesis with an essay map
	3. supporting sentences citing specific details, reasons, or examples
	4. constructing conclusions that give a sense of completion
	5. basic organizational patterns for paragraphs
	6. revising and editing skills
H. Vocabulary


