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LITERATURE & COMPOSITION (2012 – 2013)

Course Description:
Literature and Composition is an intensive reading/writing program which explores a variety of literary genres. This course directly addresses individual needs through adaptive instructional software, high-interest fiction and nonfiction, and direct instruction in reading and writing skills.  

Required Materials: 
· READING / WRITING

· READ 180 Enterprise Edition,  Scholastic Publishers
· Sleeping freshmen never lie by David Lubar (summer reading)
· Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (summer reading)
· Our America by LeAlan Jones and Lloyd Newman with David Isay



· MATERIALS TO BRING TO CLASS ON A DAILY BASIS
· Text we are studying
· Saint Viator High School Agenda
· Spiral notebook or 3 ring binder with loose leaf paper
· Pocket folder
· Pens (red, blue and black), #2 pencils, eraser, and highlighter
· USB drive





Course Objectives/ Student Outcomes: 
· THE STUDENT WILL
· become familiar with the various genres of literature: fiction and nonfiction
· learn how a short story is developed through characterization, plot, setting, point of view, and theme.
· identify and explain the effects of literary techniques 
· write well-developed paragraphs and essays composed of topic and concluding sentences, transitions, and proper sentence structure.
· use a variety of organizational patterns including chronological order, order of importance, and compare and contrast.
· expand vocabulary skills.
· review grammar and usage.
· relate ideas and experiences of literature to one’s life.
Course Outline:
A. Summer Reading 
1. Sleeping freshmen never lie 
2. Speak

      B. Textbook
1. Comprehension:
· Main ideas and details
· Sequence of events
· Story elements
· Summarize
· Problem and solution
· Cause and effect
· Compare and contrast
· Make inferences

2. Writing:

· Expository paragraph
· Narrative paragraph
· Literature response
· Expository summary
· Persuasive paragraph
· Literature critique
· Descriptive paragraph
· Personal narrative


	3. Readings – fiction/nonfiction
· Newspaper articles
· Magazine articles
· Science feature
· Short story
· Poetry
· Letters
· Speeches
· Feature articles
· Editorials
· Personal narratives
· Biographical sketches
· Historical documents

4. Grammar and Composition
· review grammar, usage, and mechanics
· construct a well-developed thesis with an essay map
· write supporting sentences citing specific details, reasons, or examples
· construct conclusions that give a sense of completion
· utilize basic organizational patterns for paragraphs
· work on revising and editing skills

5. Vocabulary study/word challenge



