Gothic Elements in Literature 

Setting: ________________________________________________________________
· Action takes place in and around ____________________________________________
· Dwelling often contains___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

· The dark, mysterious house seems to take on a personality of its own; almost becomes a 
________________________________________________________________________

An atmosphere of mystery and suspense

· A threatening feeling- _____________________________________________________
· Plot itself is built around a mystery, such as ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

A secret…

· Connected with the ______________________________________________________

· Usually partial or confusing- What could it mean?

Visions or Dreams

· Dreams dredge up these deep emotions and premonitions that reflect tellingly upon the dreamer, what one might conceal during waking hours but what emerges in sleep to haunt and arouse the dreamer.  

· Dreaming also has an _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


Supernatural or otherwise inexplicable events

· Dramatic, amazing events occur, such as ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· In some works, the events are ultimately given a natural explanation, while in others the events are truly supernatural. 

High, even overwrought emotion

· The narration may be highly sentimental, and the characters are often overcome by anger, sorrow, surprise, and especially, terror. 

· Characters suffer from ____________________________________________________ 

· ____________________________________________________________ are frequent. 

· _______________________________and__________________________ are common. 

Women in distress

· As an appeal to the pathos and sympathy of the reader, the female characters often face events that leave them fainting, terrified, screaming, and/or sobbing. 

· A lonely, pensive, and oppressed heroine is often the central figure of the novel, so her sufferings are even more pronounced and the focus of attention. 

The metonymy of gloom and horror

· Metonymy : ____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

· For example, the film industry likes to use metonymy as quick shorthand, so we often notice that it is raining in funeral scenes. 
Examples of Metonymy in Gothic Stories: 

	wind, especially howling
	rain, especially blowing

	doors grating on rusty hinges
	sighs, moans, howls, eerie sounds

	footsteps approaching
	clanking chains

	lights in abandoned rooms
	gusts of wind blowing out lights

	characters trapped in a room
	doors suddenly slamming shut

	ruins of buildings
	baying of distant dogs (or wolves?)

	thunder and lightning
	crazed laughter


As well as…

· Characters who see themselves at the ________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

· Motif of the “double”- ___________________________________________________

· Hero-villains who are ____________________________________________________

· Elements of ____________________________________________________________

Beware of the unreliable narrator in Poe’s stories

· What is the unreliable narrator in literature?

· Unreliable narrator- ______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· What causes a narrator to be unreliable?

Examples:
