Advanced Literary Research @ NLC Library

In the past, you may have used general databases, like Academic Search Complete, or done simple, keyword searches in literary databases. Today you will learn how to:

· Use advanced search techniques, such as proximity, truncation, and synonym-brainstorming
· Use citation-stemming to find related resources

· Create an EBSCO account to manage research

· Identify the methods of locating the full text of articles when it is not available in particular databases, including A to Z Online Journal Locator, interlibrary loan, and TexShare

· Determine if a book is academic/scholarly
Literary Databases
Literary Reference Center (EBSCO) 
*MLA International Bibliography

Literature Criticism Online

Literature Resource Center
JSTOR
Advanced Search Techniques
Proximity

Search for terms near each other. Example:
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N5 = words have to appear within 5 words of each other in any order

Truncation

Searches all forms of the word
Bibl* = bible, bibles, biblical

Synonym-Brainstorming*
Think of synonyms, related terms, and search terms that are broader/narrower when you create your search

	Original search term
	Synonym/related
term
	Narrower
	Broader

	Power
	Authority
	Omnipotence
	

	
	agency
	
	

	
	
	
	


Searching the original term in the Thesaurus in MLA International Bibliography will sometimes yield the related, narrower, and broader terms
Citation-Stemming
· Examine the Works Cited or References section of an article relevant to your research

· Search the ACCD Online Catalog for books in the list

· Search A to Z Online Journal Locator by title of journal for article references

Examples

Book
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Search ACCD Online Catalog for Companion to the Gawain Poet:
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Literary Reference Center 1959 - 2006
1SSN;: 1041-2573
Publisher: Unspecified
Subject: Language and literature -- Literature (General)




Article

[image: image7.jpg]Scala, Elizabeth D. “The Wanting Words of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight:
Narrative Past, Present, and Absent.” Exemplaria 6 (1994): 305-38.




Search A to Z Online Journal Locator

By Title of Journal
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Click the link to the database listed if your article falls in the date range for our subscription. 

EBSCO Account

Look for the “sign-in” link near the top of the page. Create an account and access articles you put into folders so you can access them by simply logging into your account.
Interlibrary Loan
If no ACCD Library has a book or article that you need, you can request it through interlibrary loan. It can take a few days or a few weeks, depending on the item and the libraries that own it.
For articles, search A to Z Online Journal Locator by title of journal, first, though, to see if we subscribe electronically:

TexShare Card

· Card allows you to go in-person to another university library and check out books there

· Get card at NLC Library service desk

Electronic Books
Search by Keyword first

Then, if you need to broaden your search, search by “full text”
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Choose “View this eBook” to read the book
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Tolkien the Medievalist
Routlece Studles i Medlevsl Religion and Cultre ; 3
by Chance, Jane
Publication: London, New Yark Taylor & Francis Routlerlge, 2003,
Cover 1 Introduction Jane Chance J. R. R. Tokien's The Lord of the Rings was recently named ‘Book of
the Century” in a survey of 25,000 Brith reaters. The trilogy has sold over  hundred millon copies
worldwide since its publication in 1954 and has been translated nto twenty-five different languages (most
recently, Chinesg). Tapping it Takier's enormous popularity, producer Saul Zaentz (The English
Patient) and drector Peter Jacksan (The Frighteners) launched a $400-milln film adaptation of The Lord
of the Rings; shaoting began in 1998 on location in New Zealand. With the growing interest in the filming
of Tokien's epic ~ the first of thres ful-length features that appeared in Christmas of 2001, o be fallowed
by the

w this eBook | Show Details | Add to Favorites





Due to licensing restrictions, only one person can view an ebook at a time. If you get a message that all copies are in use, try back later or enter your email address to be notified when the book is available.

You can also “Create an Account” to save titles to a favorites list and take notes inside books.

Is this Book Academic/Scholarly?
Look at these clues:

Is the content just a summary or background information (like an encyclopedia) or is it research?

Who’s the author(s), editor(s)? Are they researchers?

Who’s the publisher? Books published by university presses tend to (but not always) be academic/scholarly, such as Oxford University Press.

*Encyclopedias are not considered academic/scholarly because they are meant to only be used as background information and not for original research.
Citing in MLA Format
In MLA International Bibliography
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In Literary Reference Center

In Literature Resource Center
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