COMMAS WEB QUEST

Introduction

Picture this: you get to switch places with your teacher. Now you are in charge! Aside from all the fun you will have being in control, you must prepare your students for an upcoming writing assignment.

Being a thorough teacher, you have already identified certain areas of weakness that have shown up in the punctuation used by your students. Specifically, you have noticed that they have trouble with comma use (and misuse). In order to help them ace their next writing assignment, you will search the Internet to find any helpful information or activities that can give them the academic boost they need!

  _____  

The Task 

How many comma rules are there?  You will teach the class about the topic you researched, providing the class with notes, appropriate worksheets or practice, and a writing activity. You will have only twenty minutes to teach your lesson or your students will get bored! 

  _____  

The Process and Resources

In this WebQuest you will be working together with a pair or group of students in class. Each group will complete the Task or Quest(ion). As a member of the group you will explore Web pages from people all over the world who care about comma skills. Because these are real Web pages we're tapping into, not things made just for schools, the reading level might challenge you. You are not limited to the websites listed, but be sure to evaluate a website before using it!

Phase 1 - Background: Something for Everyone

Use the Internet information linked below to answer the basic questions of What? Why? and How? Be creative in exploring the information so that you answer these questions as fully as you can.

· Commas in compound sentences

· Commas in complex sentences

· Commas after introductory words or phrases

· Commas in a series 

· Commas in dialogue

· Commas in dates, addresses, and titles

· Commas with interrupters (essential/nonessential information)

· Commas with adjectives

· Commas with direct address

Phase 2 - Looking Deeper from Different Perspectives

INSTRUCTIONS:

According to your assigned group, you will be researching a topic that relates to a particular comma skill. You will use the links below to find your information on the Internet.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar/g_comma.html
http://www.grammarbook.com/punctuation/commas.asp
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/commas.htm
http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~olson/pms/comma.html
http://edhelper.com/commas.htm
http://www.quia.com/rr/82028.html
http://ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/nova/nova4.htm
After you answer the questions posed to your group, you will prepare a lesson to present to the class on your topic. This lesson will include notes, worksheets, and a writing assignment. Your group will also be responsible for evaluating the class. Answer the following:

1. What is a compound sentence? series? introductory element? (whatever your topic is)

2. Does a writer always need a comma in this spot? If so, why? If not, why not?

3. Is there more than one rule that governs this comma topic?

4. Keeping your comma rule(s) in mind, write several examples of sentences that are incorrectly punctuated; correct them!

Phase 3 - Debating, Discussing, and Reaching Consensus

You have all learned about a different comma rule. Now group members come back to the larger WebQuest team with expertise gained by searching from one perspective. You must all now answer the Task / Quest(ion) as a group.

Phase 4 - Real World Feedback

If you ever decide to become a teacher, you can use the work you produced in your group to put in your portfolio! Really, you must use commas and other punctuation correctly to communicate effectively. Remember:

Woman, without her man, is nothing.

Woman—without her, man is nothing!

  _____  

Conclusion 

Not only have you become an expert in a certain area of comma usage, you have reviewed all of the rules for this important piece of punctuation. Now you are ready for any essay that comes your way; bring on the NJASK!
