Philosophy * Mrs. Dorfman


Philosophy Review—summarizing the philosophers covered in Sophie’s World
p. 26 Xenophanes…people created gods in their own image 

p. 30 Natural Philosophers…what is everything made of?  Focus on world and its processes, transformations observed in nature  p. 32 Thales… water source of all, earth full of invisible “life germs” (germ means seed) p. 32 Anaximander…our world is one of many worlds in the boundless  p. 33 Anaximenes… air or vapor is origin of earth, water, and fire

p. 33 Eleatics …concerned with change, Parmenides…nothing can come from nothing, and nothing that exists can become nothing…senses unreliable, reason most important

p. 34 Heraclitus…sensory observation …all things flow (can’t step in same stream twice), nature revealed through contrast, God, the deity, is the world; used the word logos—underlying nature must be a universal reason (God=logos)

p. 35 Empedocles—not just one element, four (earth, air, fire, water) combined through two forces love and strife to bind and separate 

p. 38 Anaxagoras…minute particles, “seeds,” containing the whole, joined by ordering force called mind or intelligence 

p. 43 Democritus… only things that exist are atoms and nothingness (the void)… MATERIALIST…nothing controlling atoms movement except laws of nature, soul made of special round soul atoms that could make up new soul

p. 77 Protagoras…man is the measure of all things

p. 63 Socrates… developer of the Socratic method question-and-answer technique, trust in reason and personal insight …“ the only thing I know is that I know nothing,”

p.77 Plato… Socrates’ pupil, author of many works including Myth of the Cave …interested in what is eternal and unchanging, world of ideas existing before the real world, emphasized reason, believed women equal to men in reasoning.
p.104 Aristotle… Plato’s pupil for 20 years; highly educated and intelligent, author of books on virtually all subjects, invented science & logic, interested in the real world, observable with senses, described soul and human happiness scientifically, believed women inferior, believed God or “first mover” caused everything in heavens and on Earth to begin 
p. 127 Hellenism— (roughly 300 years), Greek culture spread around the Mediterranean until the rise of the Roman empire about 50 B.C.

p. 129 three schools with roots in Socrates’ teaching: p. 130 The Cynics, founded by Antisthenes, most famous Cynic was Diogenes …believed happiness not found in external advantages, no concern with physical suffering of self or others p. 131 The Stoics, founded by Zeno, most famous Stoic Roman orator Cicero… believed every person is a world in miniature, universal rightness exists called natural law that applies to all people, all natural processes, such as death, follow laws of nature, thus people must calmly accept their fates. p. 132 The Epicureans, founded by Epicurus, believed greatest good is pleasure and greatest evil is pain, pleasure includes values like friendship and appreciation of art, also advocated self-control, temperance (avoiding drunkenness), and serenity, no afterlife. 

p. 134 Neoplatonism, inspired by Plato, key figure was Plotinus …believed world is between two poles: divine light (God, or The One), and absolute darkness (nothingness)…everything that exists has some of this light in it, the human soul is closest to God, believed in salvation of the soul after death

p. 136 Mysticism, the experience of being “one with God” 

p. 157 Jesus…salvation and God’s forgiveness (remission of sins), “love thy neighbor”

p. 160 Paul…Christian missionary to Greco-Roman world, began conversion of Hellenic world to Christianity

p. 175 St. Augustine…early middle ages, neoplatonic Christian, believed in logos: that before God created the world ideas existed in God’s mind, believed evil is absence of God or falling away from God, God has preordained who will be saved or damned

p. 180 Arab world kept Aristotle’s teachings alive, end of 12th century Arabs visited Italy

p. 180 St. Thomas Aquinas…13th century…adopted Aristotle’s philosophy & ideas, created synthesis between faith and knowledge, two paths to God: through faith & Christianity or through reason and the senses, idea of angels: pure intelligence, had a beginning but will never die, women inferior on Earth but equal as souls in heaven

p. 197 Renaissance…late 14th century, rebirth of art and culture of antiquity, philosophy & science break away from church, rise of humanism, discoveries & inventions, new belief that God present in Nature, Copernicus (Earth moves around sun), Kepler (planets orbit sun), Galileo (law of inertia), Newton (gravity)

p. 212 Reformation…Martin Luther (direct communication with God, no intermediaries)

p. 226 Baroque…“carpe diem—seize the day,” “memento mori—remember you must die”…flamboyant self expression contrasted with turning away from the world

p. 230 Hobbes…materialist, all phenomena consist of particles of matter, world is one big machine 

Continental Rationalists (knowledge through reason) (17th century) p. 233 Descartes…father of modern philosophy, relationship between body and mind, I think therefore I am, God must exist because he exists in my mind, p. 247 Spinoza…denied Bible written by God, identified nature with God “God is all and all is in God,” God is expressed as thoughts or extension (things), God controls world through natural laws 

British Empiricists (knowledge through senses) p. 262 Locke…tabula rasa—our thoughts and ideas inspired by our senses, believed in intuitive knowledge of right & God’s existence, p. 267 Hume…(18th cent.) traced ideas back to source in sensory experiences, only accepts what is perceived through senses & follows natural laws, agnostic (doesn’t accept or reject faith)

p. 282 Berkeley… science and philosophy threat to Christianity, we perceive but can’t know that what we perceive is real, God causes all ideas, we exist in the mind of God, 

p. 301 Sophia (female side of God) appeared to Hildegard of Bingen (mystical medieval nun) in visions

p. 313 French Enlightenment (18th cent.) …liberal ideas of equality, government, aka Age of Reason… Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau Seven Points

opposition to authority—led to revolutions in France, U.S.

rationalism—faith in human reason, natural sciences

the enlightenment movement—philosophers’ quest to establish moral, religious, ethical laws based on reason, development of education for the masses

cultural optimism—society getting better all the time 

return to nature—appreciation of childhood

natural religion—stripped of irrational dogmas and doctrines

human rights—freedom from censorship, freedom of thought and speech 

p. 322 Kant…Christian, joined rationalism (reason in the mind) and empiricism (knowledge from senses)—called critical philosophy or transcendental philosophy,

knowledge comes from senses, inherent reason determines our perceptions, faith is a practical postulate (can’t be proven but is necessary for morality), innate but unprovable law is categorical imperative (applies in all situations, must be followed) treat humanity not as a means but as an end 

p. 342 Romanticism…(18th-19th cent.)…emphasis on feeling, imagination, experience, artistic genius (Beethoven), mysticism, back to nature, poetry, folk tales 

p. 361 Hegel…truth is subjective, no eternal truths, changes in truth through history as times change, reason a dynamic process and progressive (humanity is improving), world spirit constantly developing through dialectic process: thesis, antithesis, synthesis; negative view of women & individualism, importance of the community

p. 372 Kierkegaard…against Hegel, inspired by Socrates, believed in importance of the individual, taking action through individual search for personally meaningful truths, believed truth is subjective and can only be known through faith, believed things you can know through reason (i.e. knowledge) unimportant,  3 stages of life, Aesthetic—live for the moment, for pleasure, through the senses (the Romantics),Ethical—seriousness, moral choices (reason),Religious—make the jump to faith over pleasure or duty (specifically Christianity), beliefs inspired existentialism

p. 385 Marx…from each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs,

inspired by Democritus & Epicurus (ancient materialists), against Hegel, emphasized action “observing world not enough, point is to change it, inspired gentle form (Social Democracy), and radical form (Leninism)

p. 404 Darwin…survival of fittest, inspired Marx & Freud, naturalism=nature & sensory world is all, theory of evolution, random variation within species (mutations) + natural selection of best adapted—survival of fittest, threat to Biblical view of creation, 

p. 429 Freud…theory of unconscious, human drives:  id (hunger for pleasure), ego (controls the id), superego (conscience & society’s views of right & wrong), neuroses=conflict & guilt lead to mental illness

p. 455 Existentialism—Nietzsche—Heidegger—Sartre … be true to world, don’t accept supernatural, Nietzsche said “God is dead,” ; Sartre: existentialism is humanism, was atheist, said man creates himself, realization of mortality causes angst, life must have meaning, NOT a nihilist

p. 462 New philosophies: NeoThomism (based on Aquinas), materialism (modern science), ecophilosophy (earth focus) 

p. 504 Big Bang:  will universe cycle expanding and contracting (eastern point of view), or is it a one time linear event expanding forever (Christian view) 

