DBQ- Olympic Movement

From 1892 to 2002, many factors shaped the modern Olympic movement. Nationalism, Capitalism, and the growth of women’s rights shaped the modern Olympic movement. Nationalism brought competition to the games attracting the interest of many countries (1, 3, 4, 6, and 10.) The rise of capitalism brought wealth to many countries and private corporations (5, 7, and 9.) The growth of women’s rights gave women an opportunity to compete in the Olympic Games (2, 8.) An additional document that would help assess these factors would be one that shows the growth of the host countries’ economy (job rates) after the Olympic Games. This would show how much the Olympic Games actually boosted the economy.

Nationalism was an important factor to the modern Olympic movement that brought competition to the games. Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of the modern Olympic movement wanted athletes to be able to compete for their countries while creating allies between countries (Doc 1.) This shows that the competition between competitors would fuel the Olympics. De Coubertin is a reliable source because he is the founder of the Olympic movement who understands exactly what is fueling the Olympic movement. Nationalism shaping the Olympic games is also represented by the Germans cheating in competitions to gain an advantage against their opponents (Doc 3.) This shows that countries would do anything to win to prove that their country was better than the rest. Lunn is a biased source because he is a British team official who could be bitter about losing to the Germans. Nationalism is also seen in the desire for the American athletes to defeat the Soviets. The US athletes felt as if they had to defeat the Soviets, whom the US thought of as real enemies (Doc 4.) This proves that the US was so caught up in the political tension between the US and the Soviets that it influenced the events in the Olympics. Bob Matthias is a credible source because he was an actual US athlete, who would have inside access to the amount of pressure athletes felt when facing the soviets. The fact that the Soviet Union was granted the Olympics in 1980 further shows that nationalism shaped the modern Olympics. The Soviet Union had to compete against other countries to be awarded the Olympics and prove that their country was superior (Doc 6.) The Soviet Union had to compete to get the Olympics in Moscow. The Soviet Union’s Olympic organizing committee is biased because they clearly think of their athletes and their country as better than it actually is. Nationalism is also seen in Pakistan where the Pakistani field hockey team finishes second, but the newspaper writer is upset that they didn’t finish first (Doc 10.) This shows that countries were competing to be the best. They didn’t settle for being runner-up. The Pakistani reporter is a biased source because he may be overexagerating his point to influence the beliefs of his readers.

The rise of capitalism also shaped the Olympic Games. The state of Japan was very poor after WWII. The Olympics provided a much needed boost (Doc 5.) This shows that without the increase in capital produced by the Olympics, Japan would have continued to struggle. The increase in capital made by the Olympics is also shown by the TV and Radio Broadcast rights. With each Olympics, the amount of money produced by the TV and radio rights was doubling (Doc 9.) This shows that private corporations were starting to see the Olympics as a money-making opportunity. This is also seen by the fact that 9 corporations became big time sponsors in the 1988 Olympics (Doc 7.) This shows that private corporations were using the Olympics to make a lot of money.

The increase in women’s rights also shaped the Olympics by allowing women a chance to compete. As seen in the picture of Sybil Newall, women were allowed to compete in England in 1908 (Doc 2.) This shows that women were being given a chance to compete. By 1922 the amount of women participating in the Olympics had increased from 2% in 1908 to 29% in 1992. Women were being allowed to represent their country. These competing women were inspiring other women to become athletes themselves (Doc 8.) As women’s rights grew, so did the amount of women participating in the Olympics.

Nationalism, Capitalism, and the increase of women’s rights shaped the modern Olympics movement. Nationalism inspired countries to compete to do the best. Capitalism inspired corporations and countries to find wealth in the Olympic Games. Increase in women’s rights allowed women to compete in the Olympic Games.

