Olympics DBQ

The first modern Olympic Games were held in Athens, Greece in the late 1800’s. The modern Olympic movement has been shaped by competitive spirits, the want for economic boosts, and social factors. The competitive natures of imperialist countries stems all the way down to its athletes and they want to be the best (3,4,8,10). Many cities that hosted the Olympic Games grew economically and prospered from the positive light of the games (1,5,7,9). Social factors including the want for peace and the dominance of males also shaped the modern Olympics (1,2,6,8).  An additional document from an athlete who competed in sports before the Olympics of 1896 would provide information on how the modern Olympics changed sports.  The athlete would most likely provide an account of how their life was and how they trained. Then, we could compare that person’s competitive spirit to that of the modern Olympics to prove that the games were the perfect way to foster spirit.  


The modern Olympics created a sense of nationalism by bringing countries together for a common goal to win and bring victory to their homeland. In document 3, a British Olympic team worker provides details of how the Nazis were very serious about showing their country’s pride.  The Nazis even went to the ski event prior to the race to practice. This account is biased because as a British Olympic official, Arnold Lunn may have held animosity toward his competitor and he would have exaggerated the conditions to hinder the Nazi’s reputation. In document 4, a U.S. athlete shares the common competitiveness of his country. The U.S. and Soviet Union weren’t friendly competitors; they would go to any lengths to beat each other. Mattias may not be credible because he refers to the Soviets as enemies, which reflects that he holds a strong sense of U.S. patriotism and a strong hatred toward the Russian athletes. In document 8, an Algerian athlete expresses the importance of being victorious in the games to bring joy to Algeria.  The competitor says that they represent their country, which proves that nationalism was present during the Olympics. Hassiba Boulmerka is a credible source because she actually competed in 1992 so she understands how much pressure there is to bring home a victory.  She also tells the truth about having to represent her country because in the Olympics, each athlete is their country. In document 10, a sportswriter shares his concern over the lack of the competitive spirit of Pakistan. After becoming its own nation, Pakistan’s people were extremely dedicated to proving their country’s potential. What better way than to compete in the Olympics to prove themselves. We expect Kabir to be biased because as a sportswriter, he would want to glorify his country’s abilities and make it seem as if their athletes will continue to succeed; however, he shows credibility by expressing that Pakistan’s athletes are not as good as they used to be which shows that the country held high standards for competitors.  The Olympics brought countries together to prove themselves to be the best and bring home victories to pride their nations. 


Along with the modern Olympics came economic advancement. The want for a better economy caused the modern movement. In document 1, the founder of the modern Olympic movement shares how the games are like exporting athletes for free trade. This suggests that the games bring economic benefits to countries that compete. As the founder, Coubertin is a reliable source because he understands what the Olympics of the modern-day should be like and wants to help countries get back on their feet. In document 5, the mayor of Tokyo expresses his gratitude for the Olympics because it helped the city rise out of the defeat of World War II. With tourists going to watch and broadcasts shining a positive light on the city, Tokyo became an economic trade power. The source is reliable because as the mayor of the hosting city, Azuma would be updated on how the games affected his city, especially after an event like World War II. In document 7, an editorial says that the modern Olympics were a great way to get corporations investments. These companies who sponsored the games brought wealth to their nation. This source is credible because it tells which countries had these benefits and which did not so it is pure data. In document 9, statistics show how much money was spent on different Olympic games to broadcast the events. This proves that news stations and the media grew economically from the games, too.   Many countries sent companies to sponsor the games and they even paid millions of dollars to broadcast the events. The modern Olympics were spurred by the need for economic activity and benefits for the hosts and competitors. 


Social factors including male athlete dominance and the want for peace affected the modern Olympics. In document 1, Coubertin expresses the importance of countries coming together and getting rid of war. The Olympic revival promised international unity because everyone had the same idea – to win.  In document 2, a photo of a female competing in archery shows that the dominance of males was an important factor in the games.  Her uniform looks uncomfortable and difficult to compete in. During the time, only 2% of the competitors were females, which proves the gender inequality. This photo is not credible because it shows a British competitor without anyone else in it.  It could’ve been tampered with to show that not many people cared to watch women compete.  In document 6, an information guide from the Soviets says that the Olympics were held there because it is an ideal place that is tolerant and respected for the peaceful Olympic games. This source is biased because the Soviet’s Olympic committee would naturally beef up the positives of their country to make it sound desirable.  In document 8, an Algerian competitor says that women have the potential to compete, but they don’t give themselves a chance.  Due to pressures from society, women feel inferior and allowed men to dominate the athletics of the Olympics. These social factors contributed to the friendly competition of the games, but also to the gender inequality. 


The modern Olympic movement was shaped by the highly competitive and proud spirits of countries. The hunger for economic growth and dominance led countries to compete. Victories brought wealth and hosting cities benefited from the thousands of tourist spectators.  Social factors like the want for peace and male athletes impacted the modern Olympic movement as well. 

