A description of the homework process and homework checks in HALG2 follows:
Students are assigned problems (some even & some odd #’s) from the text almost every night.  They have been coached to do ALL assigned problems & check the answers to the odd numbered problems in the back of their text.  I give them the answers to the even numbered problems the next class meeting and I also ask the class what problems they need me to help with.  We work through all of the requested problems in class.  Students are to re-work all problems they do not have correct in their binder and/or copy the problems I work with them in class so that their binder contains a complete set of totally correct homework problems.  A homework check consists of just two problems worth 4 points each.  I randomly select 1 problem from each day’s homework assignment.  The students are given 5 minutes to copy their work and solutions to those two problems onto our homework check form.  

Students who do not score an 8 out of 8 on a homework check likely practice one or more of these characteristics:

1)  Not checking their odd-numbered problems in their text so they don’t know whether they are doing the problems correctly and, therefore, don’t know if they should ask me for help or not

2) Not doing all of the assigned problems

3) Not showing the proper work leading to the correct answer

4) Not re-working any odd or even-numbered problems until they have them perfect in their binder

In an attempt to get the strugglers on the right track, I have been talking individually with students who are scoring poorly on homework checks.  I am trying to identify where they are going wrong and reminding them what they’ve been coached to do for success on homework checks.

