WELCOME TO THE

2012-2013 School Year
KEEP THIS IN THE VERY FRONT OF YOUR 3-RING BINDER!!
This document will be accessible on our class webpage throughout the school year.

Dear Parent or Guardian,


I feel it is important that you be aware of my expectations for your student’s class.  We have reviewed the “highlights” of this document in class.  Please read this document yourself, insure your student has read it completely and discuss it with your child. Then complete and return the form at the bottom of this letter.  Thank you for your support in establishing a positive climate to maximize learning. 


If you have any questions, please feel free to:   leave a message for me at school (235-1100, ext. 218) and I will contact you as soon as possible, send me an e-mail (pmiller@althoff.net), or call/text me (618-401-2417) before 9 p.m.  I am looking forward to working with your son/daughter this year and hope I have the pleasure of meeting you also.








Sincerely,







Mrs. Pam Miller

P.S.
Please Note:

1) Each student MUST HAVE required materials (see p. 1) by Friday, August 24.

2) The text for Algebra 1 incorporates use of a graphing calculator.  Students are encouraged to own a TI-84 brand graphing calculator.  
3) Your student is expected to spend at least 30 minutes of personal time per day working on math during the school week.
-----------------------------------------------------(Cut Here & Save the Top Portion)---------------------------------------------------
I confirm by my signature below that I have read "Welcome to Mrs. Miller's Classroom".  I also confirm the student named below will have all required materials & use the required 3-ring binder with dividers by Fri 8/24/12.  Finally, the student named below will work on math at least 30+ minutes per day during the school week.


______________________________________
 _______________________________     _________________

          (STUDENT PRINTED name)                        (STUDENT SIGNATURE)                           (DATE)
______________________________________
 _______________________________     _________________
         (PARENT PRINTED name)                           (PARENT SIGNATURE)                             (DATE)

Please furnish the following information so that I might reach you should the need arise.  Thank you!

Parent/Guardian phone number:

(Daytime)
___________________________________






(Evening)
___________________________________






(Cell)

___________________________________

Parent/Guardian e-mail address:


___________________________________

           

Welcome to Mrs. Miller’s Math Class
   2012-2013 School Year 
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COURSE:
Algebra 1A


OFFICE  7:45 - 8:15 a.m. & after
TEACHER:
Mrs. Pam Miller

HOURS: school by appointment only
ROOM:
102



REQUIRED TEXT: Algebra 1
PHONE:
235-1100 (school)



(Glencoe McGraw-Hill)
 

401-2417 (home - before
OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS: 




9 P.M.)
 pencils, 3-ring binder (2"), 5 dividers, loose-








      leaf paper, ruler, TI-84 graphing calculator,
Class Webpage:  http://www.quia.com/pages/pmiller/page9
ACHS student planner
I am happy to have you as a student!   I am committed to creating the best possible climate for learning, a safe & challenging environment of mutual respect.  I hope you will agree that a clear set of expectations is a major step toward achieving this goal.  

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS

1)  Come to class prepared every day (text, binder, pencils, calculator, etc.). 
2)  Be in your seat & begin work based on the “TO DO” list when the bell rings to begin class.  Sharpen your pencil before the bell rings. Remain in your seat unless given permission to get up (no waiting by the door for the bell to ring!).  You will be marked tardy if you don’t comply.

3)  Treat EVERYONE and EVERYTHING in our classroom with TOTAL RESPECT.


(a)
 If you have a question or comment, raise your hand & wait to be called on.

(b)  Write only on paper or the chalkboard...NOT on desks, walls, etc.  Offenders will be      required to clean after school.


(c)  Keep your hands, feet, etc. to yourself.

4)  Work from "bell to bell":


(a)
Begin work when the bell rings.  See the “TO DO” list on front board.


(b)
Work only on math in our classroom.  (unless I give permission otherwise)


(c)  I will dismiss you; the bell does NOT.  Work until I give you permission to "pack up".

5)  Water is the only food/beverage students may bring into Room 102.

6)  Comply fully with uniform policy.  Shirts should be tucked in.  No outerwear.  Pants/shorts must be worn at waist level.  Belts are required.  Skirts may be no more than 2” above knee, etc.  See your student handbook for further details.
7) Use the restroom during passing periods.  You may not leave class after the bell has rung. See me if you have medical reasons to leave the room.
ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS
1)  Academic Honesty is paramount.  I will be honest with you and I expect you to be honest with me.  DO YOUR OWN WORK – ALWAYS!!  Any cheating will result in a zero for that grade (applies to homework, quizzes, tests, anything taken for a grade).  I will also report the incident to the National Honor Society.
2)   Do all homework assignments.  Homework will be assigned almost every night.  It can usually be completed in 30 minutes or so. CHECK YOUR ANSWERS. Grades will be taken frequently. Assignments will be checked in various ways.  I will be looking for completeness & accuracy.  After students have the opportunity to see solutions and ask questions in class, “homework checks” &/or “pop” quizzes will be administered.  I would not assign homework if it was not important!  If you have difficulty, call me or see me!  Students may earn bonus points for presenting to the class specific homework problems I select.    LATE WORK will be accepted (for ½ credit) if turned in before the start of school the day after the assignment was due.  If work is not turned in when I ask for it/collect it in class, it is deemed late and you will receive only ½ credit.

3)   If you miss class*, you are responsible for finding out from the teacher or a classmate what work must be made-up and for completing that work.  Check with a friend for notes you missed; you are responsible for all material covered in class whether you are present or not!  Always check the "MAKEUP FILE" for handouts, etc.  You will be allowed the number of days absent plus two to makeup your work (including quiz/test missed). 
*except students absent due to ACHS activity; athletes & others who know in advance they will miss class are expected to see me BEFORE their absence so they can stay current.  Failure to do so may result in loss of points.





IMPORTANT:    Failure to make up work on time will result in a LATE grade (1/2 CREDIT).
4)  Pencils MUST be used for ALL work done in this class.  I will usually have pencils available for purchase.  Failure to use a pencil may result in a 5% reduction of your score.

5)  SHOW EVIDENCE (formerly called “work”):  To receive full credit, ALWAYS SHOW ALL YOUR EVIDENCE (on homework, quizzes, tests --- ALWAYS!!)  On homework, copy the assigned problem onto your paper; then show your work and your solution.  Remember this rule when I don’t give you credit for only answers!  Your evidence is supposed to convince me that you know what you are doing.  Be thorough! (See Examples posted in classroom.)
6)  GRADING:

Homework, quizzes, tests, notebook evaluations/quizzes, and possibly project work will all  contribute to your overall quarter grade.  NO INDIVIDUAL EXTRA CREDIT WORK WILL BE AVAILABLE.


Grading Scale:
A = 92.5 - 100%
Your semester grade will be weighted as follows:





B = 84.5 – 92.49%
Each quarterly grade counts twice (e.g. 40% each)






C = 76.5 – 84.49%
& the semester exam counts once (e.g. 20%).
 





D = 68.5 – 76.49%







F = 0.00 – 68.49%
CONSEQUENCES  for non-compliance: (Offenses accumulate for a full semester.)

1st Offense:
Verbal Warning.

2nd Offense:
Verbal Warning & meet with Mrs. Miller before/after school.

3rd Offense:
Mrs. Miller contacts home. 

4th Offense:  30 minute detention BEFORE school (must be served on 1 day).

5th Offense:   Mrs. Miller contacts home.  30 minute detention BEFORE school (must be served on 1 day).

Chronic Offenders will be referred to an Administrator for “in-school suspension” (ISS).
NOTE:    Defacing/destruction of school property, fighting or aggressive behavior and other such severe behaviors will result in an immediate referral to an administrator.

Students must serve detention NO LATER than the 1st Wednesday “late day” following the date posted or the time will be doubled.

REWARDS
(1) Bonus coupons (1 point each) awarded to students for effort, preparedness, and results may be attached ONLY to a homework assignment I collect.  

(2) Students must have at least a 75% average on graded homework, homework checks &/or pop quizzes to be eligible for bonus points on quizzes, tests or those awarded for any purpose.  If student homework average is less than 75% at the end of a quarter, the student MAY NOT submit any expired passes/bonus point coupons, etc.
MISCELLANEOUS
(1) You may discuss your grade from me before or after school.  Check your grade online at least weekly. 

(2)
Each student will receive 1 homework pass per semester.  This pass entitles the student to receive full credit for a regular “overnight” homework assignment not completed (NOT valid for a “homework check” or a longer-term assignment).    Unused passes are worth 5 bonus points at the end of the semester.

(3) On the day of a quiz/test, don’t count on time during class to seek answers to questions.  Get help before school, by phone, from another math teacher, etc.
(4) Computer/internet access at home for students is strongly encouraged.  Many e-resources will be made available to aid in student learning/understanding of content.
(5) Label Binder tabs:  Handouts; Notes; Homework; Graded Stuff; Vocab/Journal.
(6) Treat your book as a reference, like a dictionary.  Anytime you aren’t sure what to do, look it up in your book. You are expected to check the answers to odd numbered homework problems in the back of the book – that’s why they give them to you.  USE IT!
****TIPS TO MAXIMIZE YOUR HOMEWORK GRADES****

1) Copy each day’s assignment from the board into your student handbook/planner.

2)  Write your name & the date the assignment is given in the top right corner of a NEW sheet of loose leaf .

3) As you do your assignment, write in the left margin the page number from which the problems came.

4) COPY THE ORIGINAL PROBLEM ONTO YOUR PAPER (unless it is a “word” problem).

5) Do NEAT work.  Leave a blank line between problems.  I will NOT accept torn papers, hard-to-read work, etc.

6) CHECK THE ANSWERS TO ALL ODD NUMBERED PROBLEMS in the back of your text.
7) Use answers I furnish to check all even numbered problems.  
8)  Rework any problems for which you didn’t get the correct answer or ask me to work for you in class the next time we meet!

A “Homework Check” will be graded for accuracy.  Thus, it is important that you have the
 CORRECT ANSWER AND SUPPORTING EVIDENCE (WORK) FOR EACH HOMEWORK PROBLEM.
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