Keep the actual syllabus in the front of your French notebook, and return the signature page to your instructor.
Français I, II, III, IV







Academic Year: 2008-2009
Instructors:  Madame A. Shomaker,
Monsieur C. Tabet


Phone: 770-898-9822

Room/Office: Shomaker (119), Tabet (111)




School FAX: 770-898-9625
Emails:  ashomaker@henry.k12.ga.us; ctabet@henry.k12.ga.us

This is the BEST way to contact us! (
Departmental Extra Help: 
See your instructor for details

Instructor Extra Help: 
By Appointment 

Make-ups: 


By Appointment  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is an outgrowth of the state GPS and Henry County system-wide curriculum standards. The student will be able to communicate with others as a listener, reader, writer, speaker and interpreter of meaning. Each level of language study reinforces the main points of grammar and vocabulary from previous levels.  Each course will focus on oral proficiency and therefore the use of French in the classroom will be our primary goal.   Since students need as much practice as possible to become fluent, concentration in class and oral participation in FRENCH is absolutely necessary.  An effort to use the language at all times is expected.  There is continued development in listening, speaking, reading, and writing including more individualized oral and written work.  Students will be introduced to new vocabulary and will be required to master various tense forms.  Each unit will deal with an aspect of everyday life, history, and culture in French-speaking countries.  

Honors French Course: The Honors FRENCH course will cover the same thematic units as the regular French cirruculum but with a higher level of concentration on the material to be introduced during the year.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: The Student will meet the recommended National Standards in foreign language education as well as Henry County’s Benchmarks and Performance Standards:

· Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.

· Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

· Connections (inter discipline): Connect with other disciplines and acquire information.

· Comparisons: Develop insight into the nature of language and culture.

· Communities: Participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world.
MATERIALS/TEXT: Students will maintain a French notebook as their primary resource for class and participate in online practice and assignments via Quia.com.  Quia.com is paid for by the department and is considered a required textbook for the class. Your child will be provided with an encrypted username and password for the site.  Many graded assignments are posted there.  Do not be concerned if you do not own a home computer; computer time can be provided before or after school for students in the classroom or media center.  Some reference materials will be used and available in the classroom, though it is recommended that students purchase a French dictionary.  Suggested brands are Larousse, Robert, and Harper-Collins. Students may use class dictionaries in class only.  Students who check out a textbook or workbook will be responsible for the materials in their possession.  The textbook replacement cost is $65.00; The workbook replacement cost is $20.00. In addition, readers are generally provided to French students from French club funds.  Students will receive one copy free of charge, however if a student loses one, they are expected to replace it with a new 

(not used) copy.  The readers are usually $10.00 or less and are generally available at Amazon.com.  Other supplementary materials will be used as necessary. 
Recommended Materials:
· 1 Flash drive (thumb drive) – storage media.

· 1 - 2” 3-ring binder with tabs to organize the sections with looseleaf paper

· One single-subject notebook to be used as a journal
· Black pens

· White out

· Student French-English Dictionary (French II, III, and IV)
· Colored pencils, 16-count crayons

EXPECTATIONS AND CLASS PROCEDURES:

· Students are expected to follow established guidelines (County, School and Instructor).
· All makeup work must be completed according to guidelines. It is the STUDENT'S RESPONSIBILITY to make the necessary arrangements.  Any make-up work not turned in within the allotted time will AUTOMATICALLY be counted as a zero. No partial credit for neglected or incomplete work will be granted.  

· Assignments missed due to Field Trips are due on the 1st day the student returns to class.  
· Long term assignments are due the 1st day a student returns to class from an absence, excused or unexcused.  
· Missed assignments can be obtained one of three ways:  before or after school by appointement, from their French ami/amie, or from Quia.com.
· COMPROMISING (CHEATING) on tests, quizzes, exams, homework or any graded assignment will earn a ZERO; other disciplinary measures as established by school policy will be implemented.  As a point of emphasis, copying homework from another person or allowing another to copy homework is CHEATING.

· ADDITIONAL HELP Available upon YOUR REQUEST, SEE YOUR INSTRUCTOR.

· Food / Drinks / Gum may not be allowed in class depending upon teacher preference.  If they are forbidden, no opened or unopened items are permitted in class.  These items will be confiscated and possession of any of these items is a disciplinary infraction.
· Added emphasis  Electronic equipment, (i-pods, cell phones, video games, etc.),  make-up, or any other distracting items are not permitted!  This is a county policy and every teacher must enforce this.  These are automatic disciplinary infractions.
· CLASS ARRIVAL:  You are not permitted to be late to class unless you have a note from an administrator.  No teacher or club activity can hold you for any reason, e.g., to finish a test, run an errand, etc.  If you bring a not from another teacher, you will be marked tardy for this class, and it is a disciplinary infraction.  There are disciplinary consequences for you and the teacher.
· CLASS DISMISSAL: You may leave the room at the end of the period ONLY AFTER YOU HEAR THE TEACHER RELEASES YOU. You are not to congregate at the door while waiting for the bell to ring.
· Translation programs are not allowed! Getting help from a native or a translation program defeats the purpose of learning the language yourself, and for this reason should you choose to use a translation program/native speaker you willl lose credit on that assignment resulting in a zero.  Believe it or not, it is very easy to determine when this occurs, and it is also considered cheating, so you will face disciplinary action as well. 
GRADING CATEGORIES AND EVALUATION: Every effort will be made to evaluate many types of work to allow for the best possible overall evaluation of each student. Emphasis on oral proficiency will be maintained.  Students will be evaluated on the following basis:
· Major Tests  [written and oral; projects]



40%
· Quizzes [written and oral]





25%
· Daily Grades [Homework / Classwork / Participation]

20%

· Final Exam  [comprehensive]




15% 
A = 90-100
       B = 80-89

    C = 74 – 79

       D = 70-73

    F = < 70

Building on the foundation is important in language.  In this course, you will be expected to learn vocabulary for long-term retention. In other words, a year from now you will still need to remember the vocabulary learned right now. You will learn the vocabulary if you participate actively in class. You will find that evaluations are really quite easy if you pay attention in class and complete the assignments! 
TESTS  
French tests will evaluate the four elements of language learning, (speaking, reading, writing, and listening), and culture.  The speaking portion of the test will be performed with the instructor and/or using an audio/visual resource.  Each test will cover the current material treated in class as well as past material. 

Students can re-take one test per semester if they make less than a 70.  In order to do this, the student must attend a one-hour tutoring session with their teacher or the French tutor and the test must be made up within 5 days of the original test.  The higher of the two grades will be counted, (see test re-take policy).  Additional opportunities to make-up work are available at the teacher's discretion.  Teachers are not required to offer anything beyond this, however if they choose to, teachers are usually expected to employ uniform policies that apply to all of the students in a given class.

PROJECTS

Long-term projects count as test grades, and there is no opportunity to make these up.  There are significant penalties for late projects, including a complete loss of credit, regardless of whether or not absences are excused or unexcused.  To avoid these penalties, digital projects can be e-mailed to the teacher's e-dress by the deadline, though students are still required to bring the actual project in on the day they return to school to receive credit.  Remember, projects are due in class on the due date;  not at the end of the day.  "Late," is any time after the student's class period on  that day.  Students should always plan on turning in projects early.  Students are given several weeks to complete projects so that they can coordinate the project with their schedules, however the projects should only take a few days to complete.  The deadlines are very generous in order to accomodate the students, so a late for any reason is an abuse of the lengthy period the students are given to complete the work.  Please also remember, they are given significant in-class time as well.  So even an excused absence can result in a zero, depending on the assignment.  
QUIZZES 

French quizzes will evaluate the four elements of language learning and culture, though they may be shorter, be focused on only one or two skills, be unnannounced (i.e., "pop" quiz), open notes, or given in a format which is considered to be less challenging or less comprehensive than an exam.  Teachers are not required to provide make-up opportunities for quizzes, however such opportunities may be available at the teacher's discretion per the above description.
DAILY GRADES

Any grades that are part of classwork or brief, practice homework assignments are counted in this category.  Teachers are not required to provide make-up opportunities for quizzes, however such opportunities may be available at the teacher's discretion per the above description.
SEMESTER EXAMS  At the end of each semester, there will be a final exam.  The exam will evaluate the four elements of the language and culture.

Special Note: Students will have an opportunity to reveiw all assignments for feedback after they have been graded

with the exception of standardized tests.  After the review, student work is kept on file for one full semester beyond 

the date of the work, at which time the student can pick up all of their work to take home permanently except for 

copyrighted material.  The only items students will not be allowed to remove from the building are publisher exam 

copies for test security reasons.  

     _________________________________ 

_________________________________

        French Ami(e) name & phone number

              French Ami(e) name & phone number

Attached: Test Re-take Policy
     Luella High School                Course Pacing Guide
           Foreign Language Department

       Test Re-take Policy
 

If a student scores a 69 or below on a major test (does not include projects), he or she is eligible to re-test. The policy is as follows:
 

· One re-test opportunities each semester.
· On the day the student is  notified of the failing test grade, he/she has five (5) school days in which to re-take the test. Notification  may be verbal or written.
· The re-test will be different than the failed test; the re-test will be based on similar material the student was previously tested. There will be NO NEW MATERIAL on the re-test.
· Each student retesting MUST attend 1 (one) hour of tutoring – or two 30-minute sessions BEFORE being eligible to re-test.  Students have five (5) school days in which to complete the re-test process.
· Each student MUST schedule the tutoring appointments with the teacher AND work around the teacher’s schedule,  not the other way around. 
· If the student has extra-curricular activities that interfere with tutoring, it will be the student’s responsibility to make arrangements with his/her coach, parents or any other individual in order to attend the required tutoring.  Academic subjects have a priority. If there is a conflict in scheduling within the 5 days due to the teacher’s schedule, then the instructor will make the alternate arrangements to give the individual the opportunity to re-test.

· A student who fails to attend a scheduled tutoring session will be considered a NO-SHOW and will forfeit his/her re-take opportunity. No second chances.

· The student MUST acquire a hall pass the day prior to the tutoring session. This is especially important if the teacher tutors only in the morning.  Obtaining a hall pass will be the student’s responsibility!
 

Grade record:

· The greater of the two grades up to 100% will be the grade recorded for the student.
· For example: if student scores a 45% on the test and makes a 95% on the re-test, the 95% will be the recorded grade.
LHS FRENCH PACING GUIDE

available at http://georgiastandards.org/language.aspx
These topics are suggested by the state of Georgia's Performance Standards.  We will cover these and more in each class and in this appoximate order.
	FRENCH I
	FRENCH II

	Celebrations 
Clothes 
Colors 
Customs and Etiquette 
Family and Friends 
Foods, Meals, and Restaurants
 Geography 
Homes 
Numbers 
Parts of the Body 
School and Classroom Routine 
Self 
Sports and Leisure Time
	All Level I Topics 
Buildings 
Correspondence: Letters, E-mails, Invitations Daily Routine 
Directions 
Health 
Holidays 
Money 
Professions 
Social Occasions 
Telephone Communication and Courtesy Travel and Transportation

	ADVANCED FRENCH  (a selection from the following topics)

	                                                                All Topics from Previous Levels

                                                                          Career and Business 

Communities 

Fashion 

Future Goals and Expectations 

Geography and Map Skills 

Health and Fitness 

Leisure 

Media and Technology 

Medical and Dental 

Pop Culture 

Relationships 

Shopping 

Survival Skills 

Travel and Transportation

Contemporary Figures 

Cultural Nuances (Customs, Regional Differences, Perspectives, Etc.) 

Current Events 

Historical Events and Periods 

Historical Figures 

Impact and Influence of Technology on Society 

Literary Figures 

Literary Genres and Works of Literature 
Sports and Entertainment Figures 
World Views
Arts (including Architecture, Film, Literature, Music, Works or Art, etc.) 
Cuisine 
Economics and The Stock Market 
Education Systems 
Environmental Issues 
Fairy Tales and Folklore 
Government and Politics 
Immigration and Emigration 
Philosophy and Religion 
Proverbs and Colloquialisms 
Regionalisms (Dialects, Products, etc.)
Stereotypes, Traditions, and Social Issues 


QUIA INSTRUCTIONS
What you need to know:

This is the BEST resource for this class.  EVERYTHING will be posted here.  If you miss class, you can find notes and activities there so you won't be behind when you come back.   Several weeks' worth of actvities will be posted at a time.  They correlate with what we are doing in class.  You can always bring your questions about the activities and quizzes to class so we can work on them together.  There will be a due date for each unit.  You can take the assignments as many times as you want until the due date.  The highest grade you have earned on each assignment will be taken the day the assignments are due.  You can still do the activities for practice, but no grades will be taken after that date.  Incomplete work will be counted as zeros.  It is wise to do the Quia assignments.  The multiple-choice/True-False/fill-in-the-blank part of your tests comes directly from questions from Quia assjgnments.  If you have problems using your computer at home, you can sign up for time before or after school.  Also, there will be lab time in class.

Every graded assignment on Quia is automatically called a, "quiz," but the vast majority of these are counted as daily grades.  If an assignment actually counts as a quiz, it will say so in the instructions.

Once you have taken your first Quia assignment, (not the survey), you will see any assignments counted as grades.  If you were to take them again, more grades would be reported.  In fact, if you took an assignment twenty times, every grade would appear.  On Quia, all of these grades will be 
averaged together.  However, I only record the highest grade you make on any given assignment.  The key point here is that as you take and retake assignments, all of your grades will appear in your Quia account.  However, your grades for me will only be the highest grade you make on each activity.  So, your numerica average will look lower in Quia than it actually is.  Don't use the average Quia gives you at all.  Notice that the Survey and games do not appear on your page because they are not graded in the same way. 

General Instructions

1)  Go to www.quia.com/web

2)  Click on Student Zone


3)  Log in with the username and password that I have provided to you

(your username:________________________ your password:_____________________________)

Tasks to complete the first time you log on:


1)  Look on the green bar and click on My Profile


2)  Change your password (Remember, I can always see it!)


3)  Enter your e-mail address


4)  Click on Save Changes


5)  Click on Continue


6)  Look on the green bar and click Home


7)  Click on the link next to Class Page


8)  Take the Student Survey (It is your first homework grade in this class!)

Confirmation of receipt:
 Syllabus

Re-take policy

Pacing guide

quia.com information

Please complete & return by Friday, August 8, 2008.  

Student Name: ___________________________ (print)
FRENCH 1 2 3 4 – period _____
Father’s name: ___________________________ (print)
#: _________________________

e-mail(s):___________________________________________________________________
Mother’s name: ___________________________ (print)
#: _________________________

e-mail(s):___________________________________________________________________
 ** It is required that you have your parents READ & sign this portion of the syllabus. Their signature is an indication that they have read the FRENCH syllabus. 

I have read the syllabus for FRENCH and understand the requirements and expectations my child will have to meet in order to be successful in this course.

___________________________________



__________________  


Signature of parent / guardian




              Date

___________________________________



__________________  


Signature of student




          
               Date
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