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Name: ________________________ 

Inventor/Explorer Researched:   _________________________

Your assignment is to do a written report and an oral presentation on an inventor/explorer of your choice.  This will be your 5th grade research paper.  It is important that you do your best.  This assignment will prepare you for writing projects throughout the remainder of your formal education.  Your inventor/explorer report will consist of a research paper and an oral presentation.  The written report will count as a Language Arts test grade and the oral report will count as a Language Arts quiz grade.  The research and writing skills needed to complete this project will be taught and practiced in school the week that part of the assignment is due.  Students are expected to complete the assignment at home once they’ve learned the skill.
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· May 1st-  Gathering Grid 

· May 8th-  Outline for the Paper 

· May 15th-  Timeline, Title Page, Bibliography, and the Written Report 

· May 22nd- Oral Presentation

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Written Report

   Your written report must include the following information:

· A title page

· Who is your inventor/explorer?  Where were they born?  When were they born?  When did they die?  Are they still living?

· What contribution to history did he/she make?

· What was his/her childhood like?  How did his/her childhood lead to their discovery?

· What led this person to invent or explore?

· Was there anything dangerous or risky about their invention or exploration?

· What was the impact of their discovery on the world today?  What is so important about this invention/exploration?

· Did the time period play a part in this invention/exploration?  How did the setting impact the invention/discovery?  Who did their invention/discovery impact?

· What would the world be like if the invention/discovery never happened?

· Did they invent/explore anything else?  If no, explain why.  If this person were alive today, what would their invention be?

(You will be learning how to gather research from many different sources, as well as how to organize the information into a gathering grid.  You will also learn how to create an outline, and keep track of your resources in a bibliography.)
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· A Title Page with Picture



5 points
· Outline





15 points
· Gathering Grid




15 points
· Bibliography





10 points
*(3 sources minimum with 2 different types of sources)

· “Time-liner” Program



10 points
· Written Report




45 points
Composition: (5 points)
· Did you create a strong beginning that helps the reader know what to expect from

your paper?

Body: (20 points)
· Is your paper organized into separate paragraphs?

· Are there topic sentences introducing each paragraph?

· Does your paper stick to the point?

· Did you answer the question, ‘How did my inventor/explorer contribute to history?’

· Did you have many supporting details for each main idea?

Conclusion: (5 points)
· Did you create a strong ending that summarizes the entire paper?

Mechanics: (15 points)
· Did you capitalize all the correct words and the beginning of each sentence?

· Did you punctuate correctly after each sentence or quotation?

· Did you double check for run-on sentences, fragments, and sentence formation?

· Did you double check the spelling of all your words used in your paper?

Total Points for Entire Written Report:     100 points possible
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Oral Presentation

   Your oral report should be based on what you learned about your inventor/explorer.  You will create a PowerPoint presentation including answers to the following questions:

· What was his/her contribution to history?

· Why is this person you choose so important to history?

· What would the world be like if the invention/discovery never happened?

Oral Presentation Grading Criteria

· Three PowerPoint Slide (60 points total/20 points per slide)

· Slide 1- Question #1: What was his/her contribution to history? 

· Picture

· Three Facts

· Slide 2- Question #2: Why is this person you choose so important to history?

· Picture

· Three Facts

· Slide 3- Question #3: What would the world be like if the invention/discovery never 

   happened?

· Three Facts

· Oral Communication Skills (40 points total/10 points per communication skill)
· Makes eye contact with audience 

· Correctly pronounces every word and speaks loudly enough for audience to hear

· Uses proper grammar when speaking

· Previous practice is obvious

Total Points for Entire Oral Presentation:     100 points possible
