 Civics and Government
Mrs. Cushman
E-mail:  deborah.cushman@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 3269
Course Description: 
The Civics and Government course will focus on the responsibilities of American citizenship.  Students will investigate the purpose, structure, and functions of government at the federal, state and local levels by examining the United States and New Hampshire Constitutions.  The political process, the role of law and the importance of civic participation will be discussed.  This course will include a study of international relationships and the role of the United States in world affairs.

Competency Statements:

1.  Students will understand that the fundamental ideas and principles of American government fulfill the 
 
  human need for political structure.


2. Students will understand that the organization and structure of American government meets the concept of 
 American democracy.


3.  Students will understand that the United States plays a dominant role in world affairs.


4.  Students will understand that the rights and privileges of citizenship necessitate the obligation of civic 
  
  participation at the local, state, and national levels.
Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 




        Number of Days (approximate)


Nature and Purpose of Government


 

 
  5


The United States Constitution





20


The Bill of Rights







10


Landmark Supreme Court Decisions





10


New Hampshire State and Local Government



15


The United States in World Affairs





10


Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship




10

Textbook:  

Massing, Gregory I.  Civics in Practice. Orlando, FL: Holt, 2009. (Cost: $75.00)
Classroom Policies and Expectations:  


Cooperation, self-discipline and self-control are expected, especially during group work. Your 
attendance is also very important as material presented in lectures and class activities help to 
explain and augment the textbook.


1.  Attendance, tardies and absences is enforced as stated in the Student Handbook.


2.  Preparation means having your textbook, notebook, and writing utensils. Assignments are 
finished and ready to be passed in.


3.  Classroom courtesy and respect is expected at all times.


4. Classroom Behavior: Food, gum and drinks of all sorts (clear, unflavored water being the only 
exception) are not acceptable. You must pick up/ clean up after yourself (at the end of the class 
period, not during class time)


5. Men’s Room/Ladies’ Room: Don’t ask!! (Go before or between classes) However, this will not 
be an acceptable excuse for being tardy to class.


6. MP3 players/IPODs are not allowed at any time. Not only are they not to be used, they 
cannot 
be visibly in your possession while you are in the classroom. Take them off and put them 
away 
before entering the class. Violation of this policy will result in the removal of the MP3 
player/IPOD from you for the remainder of the school day for the first offense.


7. Cell phones must be turned off before entering the classroom. Any cell phone that makes noise 
during class will be considered to be a disruption and will earn you a detention. Any cell phone 
visible 
during a quiz or test will result in a grade of “0” for that activity.

Grade Computation:


Your grades are based on tests, quizzes, homework, class work, projects, and the final exam. 
Because I will be using PowerGrade, students are asked to keep all work until they verify 
my input for accuracy.



Test average = 45%



Quiz average= 25%



Homework/Class work= 30%


Homework is graded on effort as well as accuracy. Homework is usually the student’s first chance 
to work with new material. Late homework is not accepted and results in a 0%


All work missed because of absence must be made up within 5 school days. Failure to make up 
work will result in a 0%.


The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.
