   Civics and Government CP
Mrs. Hartmann
E-mail:  emilyl.hartmann@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 3273
Course Description: 

The Civics and Government course will focus on the responsibilities of American citizenship.  Students will investigate the purpose, structure, and functions of government at the federal, state and local levels by examining the United States and New Hampshire Constitutions.  The political process, the role of law and the importance of civic participation will be discussed.  This course will include a study of international relationships and the role of the United States in world affairs.

Competency Statements:


1.  Students will understand that the fundamental ideas and principles of American government fulfill the human need for political structure.


2. Students will understand that the organization and structure of American government meets the concept of American democracy.


3.  Students will understand that the United States plays a dominant role in world affairs.


4.  Students will understand that the rights and privileges of citizenship necessitate the obligation of civic participation at the local, state, and national levels.
Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 




 Number of Days (approximate)


Nature and Purpose of Government


 

 5


The United States Constitution




20


The Bill of Rights






10


Landmark Supreme Court Decisions




10


New Hampshire State and Local Government


15


The United States in World Affairs




10


Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship



10

Textbook:  

Massing, Gregory I.  Civics in Practice. Orlando, FL: Holt, 2009. (Cost: $75.00)

Classroom Policies and Expectations:  

Preparation: You are required to come to class prepared daily.  This means having a writing 
utensil, binder or notebook, folder, textbook and required assignments with you daily; unless 
otherwise notified. A one-inch, 3-ring binder is best.  You will be taking a good amount of notes, 
as well as, receiving a fair amount of handouts so a 3-ring binder will assist you in maintaining 
organization.  A 3-hole punch will be made available to you.

Classroom Etiquette: You are expected to be seated and ready for class every day from the time 
the bells rings at the beginning of the class till the time the bell rings at the end of class. Tardiness 
is unacceptable. The first offense will result in a verbal warning.  All subsequent offenses will 
result in a detention. Class cuts will be reported to the office. 

Bathroom visits may take place in the first and last five minutes of class. Only one student may be 
out of the room at a time. You must sign out and in the corridor pass when you leave the room.


You are also expected to be courteous and respectful of all your classmates, as well as, your 
teacher. Do not put your head down on your desk. Do not complete assignments for other classes 
during my class. Refrain from using i-pods, MP3 players, etc…. Cell phones are NEVER to be 
used in my class. I will strictly follow the school policy regarding cell phone use. In addition any 
cell phone use occurring during a graded assignment will result in a grade of ZERO on that 
assignment as well as an office referral. 

Grade Computation:


Homework/Classwork 
25%


Quizzes


15%

Projects


20%


Tests



40%





100%


The Final Semester Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.

Homework and Class Work will be graded on a scale of 0-10. A score of ZERO will be given 

for incomplete assignments.  Homework assignments will be collected and/or checked at the 

beginning of class. Class work will be collected either at the end of the period or the following 

day. All paperwork you turn in to me should have your name, the date, and the class period 

written on the top of each page.

Quizzes, Tests, Projects, and Essays will be graded on a scale of 0-100 points.  A grading rubric will accompany any projects. 


Late and Absentee Work: All homework assignments must be turned into me by 2:30 pm on the 

            due date to receive full credit. Homework assignments turned in the following day will receive 

            half credit. NO homework assignments will be accepted 2 days after the original due date. 

Projects and take-home tests not turned in on the assigned dues date will receive a 10 

point penalty per day late. No projects or take-home tests will be accepted after 5 days.


If you are absent you will have 3 days, after you return, to complete missed assignments.  It is 
your responsibility to ask for notes and/or assignments missed during your absence.  

The Final Exam consists of a minimum of 150 objective questions and short essays and is worth 

 20 of the semester grade.

I will follow school policies regarding academic dishonesty.

“It is my intention that the college preparatory course be a college preparatory course.  There are certain skills that need to be developed for success in college, such as, note taking, studying, listening, time management, writing, and research skills.  Please help me help you.”

Please feel free to see me with any questions and/or concerns. I will be available from 7:00 am to 

3:00 pm daily. My home base is room 273. 

Good Luck (
