             Criminology

Mr. Hewitt
E-mail:  harryh.hewitt@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 571
Course Description: 


This course is designed to investigate the American legal system. Students will actively work with 
the making, enforcing and interpreting of laws. Criminal behavior and juvenile law are major units 
of the course.
Competency Statements:


1. Students will understand that the law and the legal system can be of use in their everyday lives.

2. Students will understand that the fundamental principles and underlying values of the Constitution, laws and legal system form the basis for the American legal system.

3.  Students will understand that American law and government strives to bring about an ever increasing sense of justice, tolerance and fairness.

4.  Students will understand that many vocational opportunities exist within the American legal system.
Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 



   Number of Days (approximate)

Unit I – Introduction to Law





Law and the Legal System



  5




Law Making 





  5


MHS Legislative Sessions



10


Advocacy and the Citizen



  5





Alternative Dispute Resolution


  5


Unit II ~ The Justice System




The Court System




 5






MHS Criminal Justice System


10


Lawyers





 5


Criminal Defenses

Unit III ~ Criminology




5


Crime in America




5





Criminal Law





5


Crimes Against the Person



5


Crimes Against Property



5


Infamous Criminals Project 


          10


Review for Final Exam



5

 2 week training on roles, duties, procedures, etc. and then block day court sessions for remainder of semester
Textbook: 
Arbetman and O’Brien. Street Law, A Course in Practical Law. Lincolnwood, IL: National Textbook Company 1999.


(Cost: $50.00)

Classroom Policies and Expectations: 

1.  A three-ring binder is required to keep all course work organized.  It will be graded most likely 
on each test day.


2.  You must complete all assigned work.  Work will be accepted one day late with penalty.


3.  Bring your textbook, binder, writing implement and homework everyday to class.


4.  No tardiness.  Be in your seat and have your materials ready before the bell rings.


5.  If you are ever absent, check with a peer for missed assignments, notes, and information.

Grade Computation:

Your grade is based on the average of total points earned on all assignments and tests.  

The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.







