    Women’s Studies

Mr. Hewitt
E-mail:  harryh.hewitt@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 571
Course Description: 

The Women’s Studies course will re-examine history with a focus on women and their specific 
influence on American cultures.  Students will discuss political movements, involvement with 
social issues, designated responsibilities within the family, pubic roles and private expectations.  
They will also explore limitations or actions resulting from women’s place within a stratified 
society and perceptions of specific time, and cultures. Although the course is inclusive of the role 
of both genders within the context of history, the majority of discussion and debate will revolve 
around women’s roles and contributions.  Additional work will be required for students who 
choose to complete this course at the Honors level, including readings, reports, and a major 
research paper.
Competency Statements:

1.  Students will understand that significant events and ideas in history have impacted the 
development of women in America’s political structures.

2.  Students will understand that specific events, actions and policies in the United States have 
impacted the global community. 

3.  Students will understand that American women have expressed intellectual and artistic 
conceptions in different ways that have shaped our society. 

4.  Students will understand that gender has been a factor in defining the American economy in 
terms of the changing forms of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services. 

5.  Students will understand that the first major step in advancing the rights of women in the 
United States was in the education of its citizens. The concepts of reality, guidelines of behavior, 
and forms of expression unite Americans within the context of a pluralist society.
Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 





Number of Days (approximate)









Colonial Period (1620-1750






  5


Republican Motherhood (1750-1820)





  5



Moral Reform (1820-1840)






  5 


Beginnings of First Wave Feminism (1840-1860)



10


Approaches to Suffrage; Radical and Conservative (1860-1872)

10


The Social Purity Movement (1870-1910)




10


The Women’s Movement Unites (1890-1900)



10


A New Generation of Suffragists (1900-1920)



10


1920s through 1950s







  5


Second Wave of Feminism (1975-1980)




  5 


The Backlash and Present (1975 –Present)




  5

Textbook:  

Woloch, Nancy. Women and the American Experience. New York, NY: McGraw Hill, 1994. 
(Cost: $20.00)

Flexner and Fitzpatrick. Century of Struggle.  Cambridge, MA: Belnap Press, 1996. (Cost: $20.00)
Classroom Policies and Expectations:  

You volunteered to enroll in this course and I will enjoy you as an audience.  Lectures and notes 
are based on the assumption that you have the essential information from assigned reading and 
course work.  Be an active participant for class discussions and project a positive attitude while 
always being respectful of others.


It is the responsibility of each student to generate notes and grasp a clear understanding of topics 
for tests.  Ask questions!


An organized three-ring binder is essential.  Keep all your work!

Honors – Higher academic standards and expectations are placed on students in this level. Also, 


A 7 – 9 page research paper will be due in mid-December.

Grade Computation

Quarter grades will be determined by a total point percentage. 

Late assignments will not be accepted unless due to absence.

All missed tests must be made up within two days or will result in a zero.


It is the students’ responsibility to make arrangements for make-up work.

 The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.
:

