 Civics and Government
Mr. Knight
E-mail:  trevor.knight@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 3573
Course Description: 
The Civics and Government course will focus on the responsibilities of American citizenship.  Students will investigate the purpose, structure, and functions of government at the federal, state and local levels by examining the United States and New Hampshire Constitutions.  The political process, the role of law and the importance of civic participation will be discussed.  This course will include a study of international relationships and the role of the United States in world affairs.

Competency Statements:

1.  Students will understand that the fundamental ideas and principles of American government fulfill the 
 
  human need for political structure.


2. Students will understand that the organization and structure of American government meets the concept of 
 American democracy.


3.  Students will understand that the United States plays a dominant role in world affairs.


4.  Students will understand that the rights and privileges of citizenship necessitate the obligation of civic 
  
  participation at the local, state, and national levels.
Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 




        Number of Days (approximate)


Nature and Purpose of Government


 

 
  5


The United States Constitution





20


The Bill of Rights







10


Landmark Supreme Court Decisions





10


New Hampshire State and Local Government



15


The United States in World Affairs





10


Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship




10

Textbook:  

Massing, Gregory I.  Civics in Practice. Orlando, FL: Holt, 2009. (Cost: $75.00)
Mr. Knight’s Standard Civics Grading Policy 2010-2011
Textbook resources online: http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/arbiter/pRedirect?project=hrwonline&siteId=2837&pageId=7392
Welcome to the important subject of Civics and Government!  In this course we will study what it means to be an American citizen, the function of our government on various levels, and the role of our nation in the world.    

Dedication and a positive attitude are important if you are to succeed.  I am available for extra help after school.  Please take advantage of my office hours.  The more effort you put into this course, the more rewarding it will be.

The following guidelines will help to insure you of a good school year in this course.

1. a loose-leaf binder notebook is recommended to keep all notes, handouts, and assignments.  

2. Class notes are an important part of this course.  You must keep up with all class notes and handouts.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to copy notes from a classmate and see the teacher for missed handouts.

3. Homework is to be neatly completed on loose-leaf paper or the worksheets provided with a blue or black pen.  You may also use a computer to word process your homework.  All homework must be handed in when collected to be considered “on time”.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check with the teacher for any missed assignments, quizzes, or tests.  Homework will lose 10% of its value for each day it is late, but always turn in assignments, even if late.  Some credit is better than no credit.  Ten percent will be lost for each day late.  Homework will not be accepted after the unit of study is completed.  Special circumstances may exempt students from this policy on an individual basis.  Homework is to be completed without collaboration, unless specifically instructed.  Refer to the student handbook for the school policy on plagiarism.  

4. You must always be prepared for a test.  If you are absent and miss a test, it is your responsibility to arrange for a make-up.  Tests must be made up within one week of returning to class.  Full credit is given for make-up tests; otherwise the grade will be a zero.  See the student handbook for the school policy on cheating.  The points for each test may vary, but will be calculated out of 100 points.  

5. Class participation.  In order to build more effective communication skills that will be valuable in college and the work force, students will be graded on their class participation.  Students must keep up with the work, and always be prepared for class, in order to participate meaningfully and add to the discussion.  Students are also expected to listen to and respect the opinions of others, as well as generate discussion topics based on their readings.  During an ideal whole class discussion, all students would participate, and the discussion itself would reveal dialogic inquiry characterized by empathetic listening to other students’ views as well as reasonably high levels of critical thinking.  Some credit may be awarded for positive behavior and active class participation.  Points will not be earned and consequences may be imposed for behavior that is inappropriate or disruptive to the learning environment.  Always be respectful to others.  Refer to the student handbook for the school policy on behavior.  I want you to have a positive learning experience.  I hope you learn and enjoy!

6. Grades for the quarter are based on total points.  The semester exam is worth 20% of your semester grade and is cumulative for the semester material.    
