        United States History
        Mr. Lemay
E-mail:  allen.lemay@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 3560
Course Description: 

United States History will examine major events and issues from the late 19th century to the present.  The concept of American federalism and the role of the United States as a world power will be emphasized. The first semester will focus of the emergence of the United States in world affairs to the end of World War II. The second semester will explore events from the post World War II era to the present.

Competency Statements:


1.  Students will understand that various events and ideas in history have impacted the development of America’s political structures.


2.  Students will understand that various events, actions and policies of the United States have impacted the global community throughout history.  

3. Students will understand that various concepts of reality, guidelines of behavior and forms of expression unite Americans within the context of a pluralist society.


4.  Students will understand that Americans have expressed their greatest intellectual and artistic concepts in various ways.  


5.  Students will understand that the American economy has been impacted throughout history by changing forms of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.

Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 





Number of Days (approximate)


Semester 1








Emergence of the US in the World; Imperialism            

10



Progressive Era                                          



10



World War I







10



Decade of Prosperity and Problems (1920-1929)              

10



Great Depression and New Deal (1929-1941)                    

15



World War II                                            



15

Semester 2



The Development of the Cold War (1945-1960)           

15



Civil Rights and Social Change                      


15



The Vietnam War                                       



15



Post-Vietnam America (1975-1990)                    


15



Post-Cold War America (1990-Present)                 


10
Textbook:  

Appleby, Brinkley, Broussard, McPherson, Ritchie The American Republic Since 1877.  


New York, NY:  Glencoe, 2007. (Cost: $75.00)
Classroom Policies and Expectations:  


1. Lateness to class without a note from a teacher is an automatic detention on the second tardy.


2. Absences: If you are truant - no make-up on work - automatic zero on work done that day. 


Other Absences - worksheets, homework, etc. are due the next day. You are expected to make up 
all tests and quizzes within the next three days. Additional time may be granted at my discretion in 
cases of extended absences. Any test or quiz that has been not been made up in two weeks’ time 
following an absence will become a “0”. It is totally the student’s responsibility to obtain missed 
assignments and complete the work. 


3. Men’s Room/Ladies’ Room: Don’t ask!! (Go before or between classes) However, this will not 
be an acceptable excuse for being tardy to class.


4. Books: Must be covered and brought to class daily. A notebook is also required. If a student 
does not bring their textbook to class they will receive a detention.


5. Seating Plan: All students are expected to be in their seats and quiet when the chimes ring. 
Students who fail to do this will be considered tardy and receive a detention as a result.


6. Classroom Behavior: Food, gum and drinks of all sorts (clear, unflavored water being the only 
exception) are not acceptable. You must pick up/ clean up after yourself (at the end of the class 
period, not during class time)


7. Assignments: Late homework is not acceptable. It is due at the beginning of class on the day 
assigned. Assignments passed in up to one day late will receive half credit. If the assignment is 
more than one day late I will still correct the assignment for you but you will not receive credit for 
the assignment. Do not use red ink to complete any assignment. Papers, major projects, etc. will 
lose one full letter grade for each day late (college prep & honors) 
or 5 points per day (standard 
level ). Weekends count as two days.


8. MP3s, IPODs: MP3 players/IPODs are not allowed at any time. Not only are they not to be 
used, they cannot be visibly in your possession while you are in the classroom. Take them off and 
put them away before entering the class. Violation of this policy will result in the removal 
of the MP3 player/IPOD from you for the remainder of the school day for the first offense.


9. Detention: Any student that earns a detention will report to room G360 no later than 2:20 PM . 
Exceptions may be made at my discretion for students that leave school prior to 2:15 PM.


10. Students are expected to retain all returned homework assignments, quizzes, and tests, and 
cannot 
throw them away prior to one week after the end of the marking quarter.


11. Cell phones must be turned off before entering the classroom. Any cell phone that makes noise 
during class will be considered to be a disruption and will earn you a detention. Any cell phone 
visible 
during a quiz or test will result in a grade of “0” for that activity.
Grade Computation: 


Your grade is based on the average of total points earned on all assignments and tests.

Unless otherwise stated, homework assignments are worth 10 points, quizzes are worth 20 points, 
and tests are worth 40 to 100 points. The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% 
on the final exam.
