World History 
 Mr. Petrigno

E-mail:  peterf.petrigno@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 3274

Course Description: 

World History is a survey course which will explore major political, economic, social, and cultural 
events of the past within the context of their impact on today’s world. The first semester will 
review the classical contributions of Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance and 
Reformation. The second semester will examine major world events during the past 500 years. 
Competency Statements:

1.  Students will understand that past events and ideas have shaped the world’s present major 
political structures.


2.  Students will understand that events, actions, and policies of peoples and government have 
significantly contributed to shaping a more interdependent global community.


3.  Students will understand that a diversity of values, beliefs and practices among individuals and 
groups have influenced history.

4.  Students will understand that people have expressed their greatest intellectual and artistic 
conceptions in varied ways.


5.  Students will understand that people have addressed their economic needs throughout 
history 
in different ways.

Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics (Semester 1)















 
Prehistory








  
Early Civilizations Overview









Fertile Crescent, Egypt, India, China


Classical Civilizations










Greece and Rome








Medieval Europe












Renaissance and Reformation







Course Topics (Semester 2) 





Scientific Revolution and European Exploration






The First Global Age


 






Absolute Monarchs and Enlightenment 





Origins of Modern Democracy










Puritan and Glorious Revolution







French Revolution and Napoleon





Industrial Revolution and Imperialism







Africa to Mandela



India to Gandhi



China to Mao

World War I and Russian Revolution






 

World War II
and the Cold War

Textbook:  

Spielvogel, Jackson. World History.  New York, NY:  Glencoe, 2008. (Cost: $75.00)

Classroom Policies and Expectations:  

1.  Refer to our class website regularly for important information and updates.  It can be accessed 
through the school’s website under “TeacherSites”.

2.  Class notes are an important part of this course.  A loose-leaf binder is recommended to save 
all notes and class work. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to copy notes from a classmate 
and see the teacher for missed handouts.


3.  Homework is to be neatly completed on loose-leaf paper and written in full sentences with a 
blue or black pen, unless otherwise directed.  You may also word process your homework.  Your 
name, the assignment date, and assignment title must be written at the top of each page.  All 
homework is to be handed in on time. If you are absent, remember to check with the teacher 
for any missed assignments. 
Homework is worth 10 points.  Special assignments and projects 
may be worth more.  Always turn in assignments even if late. Some credit is better than no 
credit. Twenty percent will be lost for each day late.  Homework will not be accepted after the 
unit of study is completed. Special circumstances may exempt students from this policy on an 
individual basis. 

4. You must always be prepared for a test.  If you are absent and miss a test, it is your 
responsibility to arrange for a make-up.  Tests must be made up within one week of returning to 
class.  Full credit is given for make-up tests; otherwise the grade will be zero. See the student 
handbook for the school policy on cheating.   Cell phones visible to the teacher during a test, 
regardless of being turned on or off, will be considered cheating. Tests are worth 100 points.
Grade Computation:
Quarter Grades are based on the average of total points earned on tests, homework and 
other assignments.   
The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.
