United States History 
 Mrs. Seibert
E-mail: lindsey.seibert@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 271
Course Description: 

United States History will examine major events and issues from the late 19th century to the present.  The concept of American federalism and the role of the United States as a world power will be emphasized. The first semester will focus of the emergence of the United States in world affairs to the end of World War II. The second semester will explore events from the post World War II era to the present.

Competency Statements:


1.  Students will understand that various events and ideas in history have impacted the                                                                                development of America’s political structures.


2.  Students will understand that various events, actions and policies of the United States have impacted the global community throughout history.  


3. Students will understand that various concepts of reality, guidelines of behavior and forms of expression unite Americans within the context of a pluralist society.


4.  Students will understand that Americans have expressed their greatest intellectual and artistic concepts in various ways.  


5.  Students will understand that the American economy has been impacted throughout history by changing forms of production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.

Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 




Number of Days (approximate)











Semester 1


Emergence of the US in the World; Imperialism            

10


Progressive Era                                          



10


World War I







10


Decade of Prosperity and Problems (1920-1929)              

10


Great Depression and New Deal (1929-1941)                    

15


World War II                                            



15

Semester 2


The Development of the Cold War (1945-1960)           

15


Civil Rights and Social Change                      


15


The Vietnam War                                       



15


Post-Vietnam America (1975-1990)                    


15


Post-Cold War America (1990-Present)                 


10

Textbook:  


Appleby, Brinkley, Broussard, McPherson, Ritchie. The American Republic Since 1877.  
New York, NY:  Glencoe, 2007. (Cost: $75.00)

Classroom Policies and Expectations
Preparation and Attendance

· You are required to come to class prepared daily. This means having a writing utensil, binder or notebook, folder, textbook, and required assignments with you daily; unless otherwise notified.
· You are expected to be in your seats and prepared for class by the time the bell rings.  

· Tardiness is unacceptable. The first offense will result in a verbal warning. All subsequent offenses will result in a detention. Class cuts will be reported to the office.
Classroom Etiquette
· You are also expected to be courteous and respectful of all your classmates, as well as, your teacher.  
· IPods, MP3 players, etc need to be turned off and out of sight during the class period.  It may also be confiscated for the remainder of the day if this rule is violated.
· Cell phones are not allowed in my class.  I will strictly follow the school policy regarding the use of cell phones.  If the cell phone is visible during a test or class assignment then you will receive a zero on the assignment as well as an office referral.

Homework, Late work, and Absent work

· All homework assignments must be turned into me during the class period to receive full credit.  Each day that an assignment is late your grade will drop 20%.  You will have three days to hand in a late assignment and receive credit for the assignment.  
· If you are absent you will have 3 days, after you return, to complete missed assignments.  It is your responsibility to ask for notes and/or assignments missed during your absence.
Grade Computation
· Your grade will be based on the average of total points earned on all assignments and tests.  Unless indicated, homework assignments are worth 10 points, quizzes are worth 50 points, and tests are worth 100 points. 

· A grading rubric will accompany any projects and essays.

· The Final Semester Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.

