Psychology

Mr. Stuck
E-mail:  wayne.stuck@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 3369
Course Description: 

This course is designed to introduce the basic vocabulary, concepts, methods, and theories in the 
broad field of psychology.  Primary emphasis is on the five domains of psychology – methods, 
bio-psychological, developmental, cognitive, and abnormal psychology.
Competency Statements:

1.  Students will work individually or in groups to design and conduct an experiment, evaluate 
data, formulate conclusions, and recognize extraneous variables in the experiment.

2.  Students will understand that human physiological processes affect behavior in various 
situations.

3.  Students will understand that human development is a lifelong process.

4.  Students will understand that cognitive processes affect how we think, learn, remember, and 
behave.

5.  Students will understand that DSM-IV is used to explore the challenge associated with accurate 
diagnosis of abnormal behavior.
Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 





Number of Days (approximate)












History of Psychology, Schools of Thought 




10


Research/Methods 







10


Child Development 







10


Adolescent Behavior 







10


Adulthood/Old Age/Social Psychology 




10


The Brain 








10


Sensation & Perception, Consciousness, Intelligence, Personality 

10


Thinking, Learning, Motivation, Emotion  




10


Abnormal psychology, therapy 





10

Textbook:  

Kasschau, Richard. Understanding Psychology. New York, NY:  Glencoe, 2001. (Cost: $55.00)
Classroom Policies and Expectations:  
The science of psychology is unique and applicable to the human condition. We will explore many areas such as: Learning and Memory, Development, Biopsychology, Research, Personality, Mental Illness, Motivation and Social Interaction. In the course of your studies we will hopefully provide some answers to thousands of questions as to why human beings behave as they do. In order to succeed in your psychology elective course you should be aware of the following course requirements:

1. Tests:(=200points)…  We will test on the aforementioned areas approximately every 5th academic day in the first quarter. These exams will typically be 25-30 multiple-choice questions and 2 short problems/essays. You may re-test to average grades on chapter material within 5 days to gain mastery level. Exams made up past 5 days =65 pts. (unless extended illness prevents).
2. All chapter review papers (=100points) are due at the time of test.  This is a requirement for the standard level course and extra credit for the college level course. 
3. Labs/ Primary source articles/ documentary(film) reviews: (200pts)

We will conduct numerous demonstrations, see documentaries, films and your homework assignments will include written response to the demos, films papers or documentaries. Late work past 5 days= 65 pts max.

4. Notebooks:  Keep one with a trap for papers… up to date!!! Worth 200points!!!! Notebook checks are made at end of quarter!!!

5. Discussion:  (Active listening is rewarded at the end of the term) 1-2 points on your final average. This could be handy!!!!!!!

6. Last Quarter Paper: Paper on a subject of interest (no more than 2-3 pages typed/double- spaced with a minimum of 3 sources cited. 400 points (double test grade!!!) CP level only

7. Behavioral expectations:


1. It is expected that you come to class on time (1st late = warning, 2nd late = 15minute detention, third late = call home, 4th late = office referral) and attend class on a regular basis to achieve your goals.

2. I ask that we all treat each other with respect at all times even when we disagree on matters of importance. Respect for the classroom and for other’s personal space is essential and will be of paramount importance to me. 

3. Obscene or threatening language will not be tolerated. 

4. There will be NO eating or drinking in class!!! This will be strictly enforced.

5. See me at the first signs of having difficulty in class or in school I am willing to listen to you at all times that I have available outside of class time.

Good luck this year, keep a positive attitude and remember to take care of yourself in order to maximize your success this year.  WS

Grade Computation:

Quarter grades will be determined by a total point percentage. 


The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.
-------------------------------------------


In order to succeed in your psychology elective course you should be aware of the following 
course requirements:


1. Tests = 200 points:  We will test on the aforementioned areas approximately every 5-7 days in 
the first quarter. These exams will typically be 25 multiple-choice questions and 2 short essays. 
You may re-test on chapter material within 5 days to gain mastery level. Exams not made up in 
5 days = zero (unless extended illness prevents) NO Electronic device shall be used during 
exams.

2. Chapter Review Papers = 100 points and are due at the time of test.   This is voluntary for 
CP level psychology. 

3. Labs/ Primary source articles/ documentary (film) reviews =200 points:

We will conduct numerous demonstrations, see documentaries, films and your homework 
assignments will include written response to the demos, films papers or documentaries. 
Assignments late: (5th day late = 0) Quality grades given for on time work (extended illness is 
the exception.)

4. Notebooks:  Keep one with a trap for papers… up to date!!! Worth an Exam Grade!!! 
Notebook checks are made at end of quarter!!!


5. Discussion:  (Active listening is rewarded at the end of the term) 1-2points on your final 
average. This could be handy!!!!!!!


6. Quarter Paper (CP level only)


Paper on a subject of interest (no more than 2-3 pages typed/double- spaced with a minimum of 3 
sources cited. 400 points (a double test grade!!!) 


7. Behavioral expectations:


 A. It is expected that you come to class on time (1st late = warning, 2nd late =15 minute 
detention, third late = call home, 4th late = office referral) and attend class on a regular basis to 
achieve your goals.


 B. I ask that we all treat each other with respect at all times even when we disagree on matters of 
importance. Respect for the classroom and for other’s personal space is essential and will be of 
paramount importance to me. 

 
C. Obscene or threatening language will not be tolerated.


D. There will be NO eating or drinking in class!!! This will be strictly enforced. 
 
E. See me at the first signs of having difficulty in class or in school I am willing to listen to you at 
all times that I have available outside of class time. Good luck this year, keep a positive attitude 
and remember to take care of yourself in order to maximize your success this year.  WS

