American Politics
Mr. Jim Wojewoda
E-mail:  jim.wojewoda@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 ext. 3275
Course Description: 


This course is an in-depth study of the American political system and the underlying causes of America’s political behavior.  Emphasis will be placed on an understanding of the following Regularities of American Politics: enduring American ideals, extreme fragmentation of governing authority, many competing groups, a strong emphasis on individual rights and the preference for the marketplace as a means of allocating resources.  We will focus on the workings of political institutions and processes but in the context of our nation’s political culture.
Competency Statement:


1.  Students will understand that there is a relationship between the branches and levels of 
government and that there are changing interpretations of the Constitution.  

2. Students will understand that US citizens hold certain beliefs about politics, and 
institutions such as families, schools, special interest groups, and the media operate to 
perpetuate or alter these beliefs.

3. Students will understand that various mediums allow citizens to organize and 
communicate their interests and concerns.

4.  Students will understand that determining domestic policy and foreign policy is a 
complex process involving negotiation and compromise.

Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 






* Number of Days (*approximate)





American Political Culture: Seeking a More Perfect Union



5


Constitutional Democracy: Promoting Liberty and Self-Government

5


Federalism: Forging a Nation







5


Civil Liberties: Protecting Individual Rights



         
 
5

Equal Rights: Struggling Towards Fairness



          

5

Public Opinion and Political Socialization: Shaping the People’s Voice     

5

Political Participation and Voting: Activating the Popular Will
          

10


Political Parties, Candidates, and Campaigns
: Defining the Voter’s Choice
            10


Interest Groups: Organizing for Influence  




            10


The News Media: Communicating Political Images 



            10


Topics in Public Policy : Economic, Environmental, Welfare, Education, 



Foreign, and Defense Policies






5


State and Local Politics: NH and Merrimack





10

Textbook:  
The American Democracy, 9th Edition by Thomas E. Patterson
 $115.00

Classroom Policies and Expectations:  


1.   Follow all School Rules and District Policies, as well as all State and Federal Laws

2.   A three-ring binder is required to keep all course work organized.  It will be graded 

      most likely on each test day.



3.   You must complete all assigned work.  Work will be accepted one day late with                        
      penalty.

4.   Bring your textbook, binder, writing implement and homework everyday to class.


5.   No tardiness.  Be in your seat and have your materials ready before the bell rings.

6. If you are ever absent, check with a peer for missed assignments, notes, and information.  Check the board for notes/assignment and then ask the teacher if you have not received the info from these other two sources.  

7. Planned absences require that work be turned in before you are out.

8. If you are in need of additional help, it is your responsibility to seek the teacher out.

 Suggestions for success in the course.


1.   Prepare for each class by doing the pre-readings and homework

2. Be positive.

3. Ask questions.

4. Listen to other points of view.

5. Be tolerant and respectful toward others.

6. Engage in the learning process.

Make-ups and Extra help 

1. Please address make-up work early.    Each student has 5 school days to makeup newly 
assigned work due to absence.  Work that was due on the day of absence is due the next 
day you are at school. 
2.  Extra Help is available by appointment—see me to schedule time.
Grade Computation:

Your grade is based on the average of total points earned on all assignments and tests.  

The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam
