  Civics and Government
Mr. Wojewoda
E-mail:  jim.wojewoda@merrimack.k12.nh.us
Telephone:  424-6204 Ext. 3275
Course Description: 
The Civics and Government course will focus on the responsibilities of American citizenship.  Students will investigate the purpose, structure, and functions of government at the federal, state and local levels by examining the United States and New Hampshire Constitutions.  The political process, the role of law and the importance of civic participation will be discussed.  This course will include a study of international relationships and the role of the United States in world affairs.

Competency Statements:

1.  Students will understand that the fundamental ideas and principles of American government fulfill the 
 
  human need for political structure.


2. Students will understand that the organization and structure of American government meets the concept of 
 American democracy.


3.  Students will understand that the United States plays a dominant role in world affairs.


4.  Students will understand that the rights and privileges of citizenship necessitate the obligation of civic 
  
  participation at the local, state, and national levels.
Competency Skills:  


Research, Comprehension, Analysis, Evaluation

Course Topics and Pacing: 




        Number of Days (approximate)


Nature and Purpose of Government


 

 
  5


The United States Constitution





20


The Bill of Rights







10


Landmark Supreme Court Decisions





10


New Hampshire State and Local Government



15


The United States in World Affairs





10


Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship




10

Textbook:  

Massing, Gregory I.  Civics in Practice. Orlando, FL: Holt, 2009. (Cost: $75.00)
Classroom Policies and Expectations: 

1.  A three-ring binder is required to keep all course work organized.  It will be graded most likely 
on each test day.

2.  You must complete all assigned work.  Work will be accepted one day late with 10% penalty.

3.  Bring your textbook, binder, writing implement and homework everyday to class.


4.  No tardiness.  Be in your seat and have your materials ready before the bell rings.

5.  If you are ever absent, check with a peer for missed assignments, notes, and information.
Grade Computation:

Your grade is based on the average of total points earned on all assignments and tests.  

The Final Grade is based on 40% for each quarter and 20% on the final exam.

