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Technology Spotlight: The Sea Turtles and White Clusters

As a cluster, the Sea Turtles have worked to use technology to regularly reach out to families. They have started sending cluster email updates to parents through the guidance office. Their first newsletter was sent before vacation to remind parents during this busy time of year to utilize the teacher websites. In addition, there is a cluster calendar on Mrs. Heim’s website that shows dates of all tests and quizzes. 
In Science, Mrs. Heim has assigned students user names and passwords through Quia. This enables her Students to sign in and periodically take online quizzes. This has given her immediate feedback and has helped to identify those in need of extra help faster. Mrs. Heim has also put the Epson projector and RM Easiteach software to good use through various lessons. For example, students explored the triple beam balance using an interactive website on the whiteboard: www.touchspin.com. Mrs. Heim is also now supplementing her Quia website with weebly.com. Take a look at her space for uploading documents and videos! http://mrsheimscience.weebly.com/
In Math, Mrs. Sperling is busy converting her many Smartboard lessons to our new RM Easiteach software. Her students surely benefit from her dedication to interactive lessons! In addition to converting Smart lessons, Mrs. Sperling is developing new Easiteach lessons as well. She was able to build grids using Easiteach software to help students visualize operations with fractions. In addition to all her lesson planning, she is also piloting the use of Jing to record her lessons for her students to review on their own at home!
In English, Ms. Hurley is also off and running with weebly.com as a space for book sharing. Students are able to post the covers of books they’ve read with their recommendations and initials. In MARS, students are creating videos with Animoto to present the books they’ve read. Students have also used “Google Lit. Trips” as a way to expand their classroom experience. They are able to “travel”, using Google Earth, through the settings of books with summaries and pictures to enrich their reading experience. 

In Social Studies, students have been introduced to The Awesome Mapping Games, from Sheppard Software. Students can compete with each other online through Mrs. Tasker’s website, or play in class using the Interactive Whiteboard. Students have also been using Quizlet, a web – based flashcard generator. This tool allows students to find, create, or share flashcards in a collaborative environment. 



The seventh grade White Cluster teachers have been busy this month utilizing technology across the curriculum.  Teachers continue to learn more about their new Epson Brightlink projectors that help make lessons an exciting interactive experience for their students.  Teachers have been using the Epsons to share PowerPoint presentations with their students when introducing new topics or delving further into their studies. The new projectors are also allowing teachers to find many educational videos available online.  The wall mounted projectors are much easier to use and a much faster set-up than the previous laptop projector carts that teachers would have to find and set up in their classroom.  The convenience of the new Epson Brightlink projectors makes spontaneous teaching and learning quite seamless!
Mrs. Ayers likes to use her Quia webpage to provide her students with activities and quizzes that reinforce vocabulary words, learn literary terms, and review for tests and quizzes.  Using the Epson projectors to review worksheets and assignments also makes technology easy to use and fun for her students.
Science classes have been using the wireless laptop cart for research and to access the many Quia activities and quizzes that Mrs. Silva has for her students on her Quia webpage.  Check out the Prezi presentation on cell size from Learn.Genetics. What a great way to visualize cell sizes!

 Mrs. McLaughlin is teaching her math students more about utilizing Excel. Students have learned how to build a spreadsheet, apply a formula to a column or a cell, and how to turn their data into graphs. 


In social studies Ms. Manning uses her Epson Brightlink projector and the RMEasitteach software to make class notes interactive allowing students to get up and out of their seats to interact with their notes as they review for a test or quiz.  Timelines and hyperlinks are also shared with the students through via the interactive projector.
Kudos to the Sea Turtles and the White Cluster for their expansive and thoughtful use of technology in the classroom!

