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Technology Spotlight: The Stripes and RED clusters
Teachers and students in the Stripes cluster are using technology everyday to enhance, extend, and enrich their teaching and learning.  Staff members are utilizing the new Epson Brightlink computers to demonstrate software, share PowerPoint presentations, visit websites, and watch educational videos.

In Science Mr. Gibbs uses a website called Gizmos which features interactive online simulations also called virtual labs.  Students are able to interact with lab materials and settings that are impossible to replicate in the classroom.  Students also a University of Colorado website that also has many simulations related to physical science. Demonstrating how to use these simulations and having students interact with the simulations is easily accomplished with the interactive whiteboard.  

In English Mrs. McConnell’s students have been enjoying reading Fahrenheit 451.  In relation to the novel’s futuristic setting, students have been researching new technologies and how the futurist world that Bradbury wrote of relates to our present world.  Mrs. McConnell’s Quia website has many review games and quizzes for students.  There are many links directly related to topics that will be studied this year, but Mrs. McConnell also has other links that offer good English background information.

Mrs. Kirby also utilizes her Quia website to help students navigate 8th grade algebra.  Having trouble with multiplying monomials? There is a Quia Rags to Riches activity that will help!  Mrs. Kirby also has a link to all the textbook worksheets that students can access if they were absent, are looking for extra practice before a test, or if the dog ate their homework worksheet!

Mr. Hellerstein has been utilizing his new interactive whiteboard by streaming course related videos, sharing PowerPoints, and having fun with the many tools within the new interactive whiteboard software, RMEasiteach.  He also uses the Epson to demonstrating how to use the websites for class projects. Students have recently used Animoto to make presentations that incorporate images, video clips, music, and text. Mr. Hellerstein also has a Weebly website (http://hellerstory.weebly.com/) where his students can download six PowerPoint presentations on the Islam Nation.

The Red cluster is jam packed with effective uses of technology this month! Not only are they using the technology in their classrooms, they are also leveraging the technology to extend their resources and material beyond the walls of the school. 
In English, Mr. Gavaghan is using Quizlet online flashcards to help students study vocabulary.  The class participates in competitions in class. Many of his students are also applying the quizlet technology to other subjects.  Brian uses the Epson interactive whiteboard daily for his class presentations and specifically the RM Easiteach software randomizer widget!

In social studies, Mrs. Tasker is using her document camera daily to illustrate and project pages in books and worksheets. Her brightlink is put to good use when showing PowerPoints with embedded clips from Discovery Education.  Geri has enjoyed learning about the Advanced Google Search in the February 8th professional development day and has been using this often to find effective materials.

In the science classroom, Mr. Bowles likes to show video clips with the Epson to initiate whole class discussions.  He is also using Prezi and is in the process of developing a new Prezi with embedded audio visual clips.  Mr. Bowles introduced his cluster to keepvid.com which allows teachers to save web based video clips as files on their computers. 

In math, Mrs. Gumas is using the Epson daily with the document camera.  She is able to save copies of daily notes taken on the interactive whiteboard and save them to upload to her website. She also uses the interactive whiteboard software RM Easiteach and, like Mr. Gavaghan, is particularly fond of the randomizer widget. Mrs. Gumas is also the resident Prezi expert, using the tool herself but also sharing her expertise with others. In addition to her technology use in the classroom, Mrs. Gumas has been focused on her new website and adding good teaching materials to the site! 

