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ALPHABET BOOK

Noun List Due Date: _________________   (with 5 points off every class day late)

Book Due Date: _______________ (with 5 points off every class day late)

Make a book of the Latin alphabet with the following requirements:

1.  Book Cover with a LATIN title and your English name.

2.  A page for each letter in the Latin alphabet.  There are 23. 

     Latin did not have J, U, or W.  For this project, 


start "I" and "J" nouns with an "I" and

     
start "U" and "V" nouns with a "V."  

3.  Each letter must have its own page with a LATIN NOUN that starts with the appropriate letter.  

     The exception is the letter "Y."  Since few Latin nouns started with a "Y" and were usually

     Greek, this is the ONLY noun that does NOT have to START with its letter.  The "Y" has to

     appear within the noun.

4.  For the book, write the letter at the top of the page or use a computer.  Then write or type the 

     Latin noun.  No English nouns/words should appear on the page.  Be sure each page has a

     number at the bottom.  

5.  Draw a picture, cut out a magazine picture, or use computer clip art of your Latin noun.

6.  The last page of the book should be your ORIGINAL NOUNLIST(S) turned in earlier.  If it is

     not included or is not the marked up/graded copy, your project will be considered incomplete. 

     Your book will be returned to you with a grade of no higher than 25 for this part of the project.

8.  Spelling counts.  Grammar counts.  Neatness counts.  Following directions counts.

9.  A noun list must be turned in for approval on or before the noun list due date.  

     Once you have received it back, you may begin the artwork for your book which is due on the

     book due date.  The noun list MUST be turned in PRIOR TO the book. The book MUST be

     based on the CORRECTED noun list or you will be graded twice for uncorrected material.

     Either or both parts may be turned in early for EXTRA CREDIT of +1 for each class day early.

10.  Use a Latin-English dictionary at the public library or the school library.  If a computer Latin-

       English dictionary is used, make a copy of the page or have the site handy if it becomes 

       necessary to verify information.

11.  Each part of this project is worth 50% of the grade.  This project grade is equal to one test

       grade for this quarter.

Notes

Alphabet Book

idea/original handout from Jennifer M. Valvo, Broad Run High School in

Loudoun County, VA

I give one week from the time I return the wordlist until the book is due.

Teacher must decide ahead of time how problems will be handled and 

what will be the point values taken off.

I mark minuses directly on wordlist.  I write out my comments and minuses 

for the book on the back of the wordlist page.

Areas of concern:


-5 if no word was on list for a particular letter, especially K, X, Y, Z--these letters require


  research beyond the textbook


-5 if the book's letter page is left blank or is missing


-3 if name is missing on book or list


-1 if verb or adjective or adverb is given instead of a NOUN whether it is on list or in book


-2 for every noun on list that I cannot locate (ask student for proof)


-1 for every Latin spelling error on the list or in book


-2 for any part of book page missing (letter, noun, picture)


-1 for every book page number missing (-5 if ALL page numbers are missing)


-25 if ORIGINAL GRADED list is missing from book (This is removed when turned in

              properly.)


-2 if the picture and noun do not match up in meaning 

All CORRECTIONS to wordlist must be made ON wordlist IN A DIFFERENT COLORED PEN/PENCIL.  All corrected item minus points are reinstated.

It may help to suggest specific dictionaries or websites that you know have COMMON NOUNS starting with the 23 letters (with the exception of "Y").  I have found only 1 Internet source that say a "Y" word is "Ymber."

Remind students to make copies of/download for themselves Internet listings.  A student found a "medieval dictionary" site that had nouns I could not locate elsewhere on the web/in texts I had.  It had limited broadband and was shut down for over half a month since its "hit" capacity had been reached.  Many students received low marks because we could not access site.  Meanwhile the
quarter ended.  I had to be prepared to regrade numerous projects after the site reopened.  Only a handful came to me after the site reopened for that regrading.  Most chose to take the lower grade.

Suggestions for adding and sentences for more advanced students:


Add a sentence list and due date.


Item #4 should be changed to read

  Write the letter at the top of the page or use a computer.  Then write or type the 

     

  Latin noun.  Then write a grammatically correct LATIN sentence using the noun.

     

  No English nouns/words should appear on the page.  

Grade the sentence list only for being turned in by its due date.

Mark, not correct, incorrect grammatical errors before returning to student.  Make it clear that the student is expected to correct indicated problem areas.  If possible, spend the time with each student to go over problem areas.

Suggestions for Adaptation by Other Target Languages
Change “Latin” to read your target language.
Items #2 & #3 should read

2.  A page for each letter in the Latin alphabet.  There are 26. 

     
      3.  Each letter must have its own page with a [target language] NOUN that starts with the 

appropriate letter.  

