2010 Diocesan Institute

Activities for World Language Classes

A. Lukes



Paul VI Catholic High School   


ROMAN ARMY BLOOM BALL

ALSO KNOWN AS A STORYBALL

Due____________________

A "BLOOM BALL" is a 12-sided ball composed of pentagons attached to circles and stapled together.  Because it has 12 components, it fits nicely with our study of the Roman Army.  Our objective is to reinforce Roman military terms and their summaries.

Supplies needed:


12 (plain or construction paper) pentagons


12 (poster board, file folder, heavy construction paper, construction paper



backed with cardboard) circles


scissors


stapler


markers, crayons, colored pencils


string


pictures (drawn by hand, computer-generated, traced, copied from a book,



colored by markers, colored pencils, or crayons)

Rather than randomly selecting military terms, choose a theme:  weapons, Gallic/Germanic

leaders who fought against Julius Caesar, famous battles, uniforms, Roman camp, 12 of Rome's most famous legions, sections of the army, Roman generals, or a MILITARY theme of your choosing.  Research for accuracy and during Ancient Roman times 753 B.C. to 476 A.D.

On each pentagon, you must have a ROMAN NUMERAL, the term's LATIN TITLE,

one or two sentences summarizing the term's application to the Roman army, and a creative pictorial rendering or decoration relevant to the term.  The division of the pentagon is up to the individual student.

Assembly:


1.  Cut out the pentagons and circles.


2.  Write or draw the required information on the pentagon.  Six of the pentagons

 

should be pointed downward and six up.  


3.  Paste or glue the pentagon to the circle.  You may also write in the space of the

 

circle which is near the pentagon's sides if needed.



4.  Staple the circles together to form a ball.  Circle sides may be folded inward and

glued for a more accurate ball-shape.  Remember six pentagons point down, six up.


5.  Staple or otherwise attach the string into the ball.  The string should be 18-36" long.

The balls may be hung from the classroom ceiling. 

Consider this:  Neatness, color, and creativity are qualities worth displaying.  Additional points

will be given for sentences rendered in grammatically correct Latin.

(over)

THIS PROJECT IS AN INDIVIDUAL EFFORT AND IS WORTH 1 TEST GRADE.

Grading Rubric:


Ability to follow assembly directions

40



Completeness & accuracy of each

60




pentagon's term



Additional points (each class day early)
  5 (max.)





(use of grammatically correct






Latin sentences)
to be determined





(other outstanding items)
to be determined



Subtracted points (5 points a day for




up to 6 days beyond the due date even if absence intervenes)








Total    100

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Nomen_________________                                                                           Grade_______
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Ball Shape



Roman Numerals

(Latin) term/title


1-2 sentences



Pictorial

Spelling
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On-time
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Notes
ROMAN ARMY BLOOM BALL

ALSO KNOWN AS A STORYBALL

I use this as a Roman army project usually in fourth quarter as culmination for army studies.

I got this idea from Linda Montross, retired Fairfax County teacher.  She told me she got the idea from a math teacher--saw them in the math classroom, realized they had 12 spaces like the 12 Olympian gods, and the rest is history.

I have taken her idea and used it for varied topics and at various levels.  Some ideas:


Elementary Latin


- Roman numerals


- Olympian gods and names


- Latin nouns illustrated


- other topics simplified

Level I

- 12 Olympian gods/goddesses--name (Latin /Greek), depiction of attribute/statue, and one 



myth related to each


- parts of a Roman house


- types of Roman clothing


- monuments/buildings in Rome


Level II


- army (as depicted in handout)--I had one student who did 12 triumphal arches.


- Hercules' 12 Labors as depicted in model


- 12 myths


Level III


- orations of Cicero


- government (consul, praetor, etc.)


- provinces


- emperors


- historical events


Level IV/AP


- books of the Aeneid


- characters of the Aeneid


- poems of Catullus & Horace


- famous Roman writers


- famous Roman works of literature

Must use something heavier than construction paper for circles.  Otherwise it is prone to collapse.

Fold circle edges--that is secret to getting ball shape.

Each pentagon must have a Roman numeral just so you know what you have looked at for grading purposes.  

I put check marks or comments and the grade on the small sheet so I have something to hand back to each student.  Each error counts as -1 except for the days late.  Errors can be noted either in pentagon number or in areas marked below.  (In the latter case, I would put down 2 spelling errors in X.)

I do not mark on the ball itself.

Continue to next pages for circle and pentagon shapes.  It may be necessary to enlarge the shapes so they fit across paper width.

Suggestions for Adaptation by Other Target Languages

This is the most versatile of projects.  

Use it for ANYTHING that you have 12 of (sports, persons, countries, cities, clothing, rooms of houses, foods, anything else you can think of).

You can get as strict on grading and requirements as you want.  Mathematically the points of the pentagon are to face upwards on the upper half of the ball and downwards on the lower half of the ball.

Technically, the balls are to be put together so they look like soccer balls with rounded parts of circles facing inward.  I find it easier for the students to have rounded parts of circles facing outward.
Suggestions for Interdisciplinary Activity

"Across the curriculum" idea:  make it a joint project with the math teacher


 Math grades on ball's accuracy (pentagons the correct way, evenness of 12 sided figure,


circle edges folded inward and glued, following directions, etc.)  You grade content.


My librarian likes to get these to have on permanent display on the tops of the bookshelves of the library/media center.  

