2010 Diocesan Institute

Activities for World Language Classes

A. Lukes

Paul VI Catholic High School

MYTH PROJECT

Due Date__________________

1.  The Fates have SELECTED A MYTH for you to research.  The myth selected for you is that of __________________________.

2.  READ the myth in TWO different mythology sources.  These may be books on Roman and Greek myths.  They may be from Internet sources.  It may be necessary to research in more than two sources if the first two sources you look at are inadequate or are the same.  

3.  IDENTIFY each mythology source here:  Two of these must be completed.  If you think the formats below are inappropriate for your TWO sources, you may write your own.  Anyone should be able to locate your information in these sources quickly and easily.

Books:   Title___________________

Title___________________

              Author_________________

Author_________________


  Copyright ______________

Copyright ______________


  Pages__________________

Pages__________________

Internet Web sites:  (Anyone should be able to type in the info below and reach the same information you did.)  Copyright/other information on the site should be included in the line below.


http://www.___________________________________


Copyright information:___________________________


http://www.___________________________________


Copyright information:___________________________

Other sources that do not fit the above format requirements:

4.  In one paragraph (no longer than 1/2 page typed/written), DESCRIBE the differences/similarities of the source descriptions of your myth.

5.  WRITE a summary of your myth IN YOUR OWN WORDS--if someone else's words do not appear in quotations nor have citations (footnotes), that is plagiarism.  See Student Handbook for disciplinary actions.  The summary is to be no less than 1/2 page typed/written and no more than 2 pages typed/written).  Typed versions need to be double-spaced.

(over)

6.  MAKE A CARTOON STRIP summarizing your myth using no less than 5 blocks and no more than 15 blocks in the format provided in the packet.  Extra copies are available from the teacher.  BLACK INK MUST BE USED (no color or pencil).  Stick figures are fine.  IF ALL FOLLOW DIRECTIONS, THE CARTOON STRIPS MAY BE MADE INTO A CLASS BOOKLET.

7.  DRAW and COLOR an original picture of some SIGNIFICANT ASPECT of your myth.  (In some myths the people turn into plants or animals.  Draw the plant or animal.  In other myths, the people are famous for what they did.  Draw that.  An example of what I mean is the myth of Atlas--in a drawing of him, he would be holding up the world because that is what he is famous for.)  USE the UNLINED WHITE PAPER provided.  Work cannot be traced or downloaded or mechanically reproduced.  Drawings may be part of a class display somewhere in the school.

8.  PUT your PROJECT together in the provided folder.

9.  TURN IN your project NO LATER THAN due date.  1 point of extra credit will be added to your overall project grade for each class day that the project is turned in early.  Late projects will have 5 points deducted from the grade.

GRADING RUBRIC:










possible     
earned

This sheet with front properly filled out



    10



     

Carefully written paragraph on differences/similarities

    10

Carefully written summary paragraph



    20

Appropriate original Cartoon





    20

Appropriate original Drawing





    10

Neatness (errors in of spelling/grammar, messy


    10


appearance of project, etc. deducted)

Creativity and Originality (copying "word for word," tracing
    10


pictures, or using downloaded artwork, etc. deducted)

Ability to follow directions on both sides of this project info sheet       10

Extra Additions/Subtractions   

                                                                                      TOTAL                100

Myths:

Io and Jupiter




Odysseus & Penelope

Europa and Jupiter



Daedalus and Icarus

Daphne and Apollo



Echo and Narcissus

Pygmalion and Galatea


Pyramus and Thisbe

Philemon and Baucis



Cupid and Psyche

Ceyx and Alcyone (Halcyone)

Aurora and Tithonus

Arachne and Athena (Minerva)

Atalanta and Hippomenes

Phaethon and Apollo



Bellerophon

Midas





Orpheus and Eurydice

Tantalus and Niobe



Perseus and Medusa

Theseus and the Minotaur


Jason and Medea

Hercules and Deianera (not his Labors)
(Procne and Philomela)-watch subject matter

Notes

MYTH PROJECT

Variation of this: eliminate the paragraph of the written summary.  More and more this is becoming harder to grade.  Too many read as if plagiarized.

Sometimes the drawings looked traced or copied.

List of myths can be shortened.

Students "draw from the jar/box of fate" rather than choosing or you assigning.
Grading:



-1 for every spelling error



-1/-2 or other errors



-5 if proper cartoon template is NOT used



-5 if cartoon strip is colored or in pencil

I have displayed drawings in the classroom or on hall bulletin board which reads "Can you identify the myth?"  

I take the cartoon strips and make a booklet for each class.  If completed 1st or 2nd quarter, it can be a Saturnalia (Christmas) gift for students.

Suggestions for Adaptation by Other Target Languages
Instead of myths, list fables or children’s stories.

Limit students to a specific number of panels for their cartoon.  (no less than 5, no more than 10).

Limit the words—most challenging is using NO words at all.

Lower levels can write brief “conversation bubbles” in English.

Upper levels cannot use English at all—only grammatically correct target language. 

Give students pre-set pages of blank panels to use.  In that way, all are the same size, same margins, etc.
Limit the number of blank panels to 5 per page.  Center the 5 on the page.

