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Now and Then

Due Date________________

Topic:  Life in Ancient Rome versus life in a present day American city

Length:  6 to 10 written pages or 3 to 5 typed pages

Scenario:  An ancient Roman teenager appears in the year ______ as an exchange

     student and you are responsible for acclimating this individual to your

    
     American life

                                     OR

                You are an exchange student across time to ancient Rome and you describe

     your experiences 

1.  This is a creative writing project based on what you know about ancient Rome and its culture, what you have learned about the Latin language, what you have learned in your research on Roman customs and items of interest over the past four years, and how you feel it compares with present day life as you know it.

2.  This paper is to be written in the first person singular from either your perspective or that of a Roman teenager.

3.  Provide a bibliography of your sources of information.  Use the format learned in 

English class.

4.  Your grade will be determined by:

· comparisons between then and now

· amount of Latin terminology incorporated into your story

· description of differences encountered

· description of similarities encountered

· appropriate spelling and grammar

Grading Rubric:


Following directions



10


Completeness of Bibliography

20


Content




70


Extra



+1 for each class day early (+5 maximum)


Minus



-5 for each class day late



inappropriate material/sloppiness

Notes

Now and Then

good wrap-up project for level IV at end of year and end of Latin studies

This also makes a good writing exam at end of year for all levels of seniors.

Suggestions for Adaptation by Other Target Languages
Wherever “Rome” or “ancient Roman” is mentioned in the directions, substitute your target language.

Adapt the project to modern times.

Adapt the project to an American teen explaining the difference between U.S. culture and the other target culture.

In the case of Spanish, there could be differences between Western Hemisphere Hispanics and European Spaniards.

Level of student would determine whether this activity is in English or the target language.
Suggestions for an Interdisciplinary Activity
Two target cultures write about each other.

This activity then becomes a practice in cultural tolerance/intolerance.

