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PERSONA REPORT

Due Date:  ____________________

1.  PRETEND to be one of Marcus Tullius Cicero's Contemporaries:

Julius Caesar



Mark Antony


Octavian

Clodius



Pompey the Great

Verres

Marcus Brutus



Hortensius


Cato the Younger

Clodia




Sextus Roscius

Publius Quinctius (1st case)

any one there is an oration for

Family & Friends:
Quintus Cicero (brother)

Marcus (son)


Tullia

Terentia



Tiro



Archias

Molo of Rhodes


Atticus



Publilia

Catilinarian conspirators:

Marcus Ceparius


Catline



Laeca

Gaius Cornelius Cethegus

Manlius


Titus Volturcius

Publius Cornelius Lentulus



2.  RESEARCH your persona's life and contact with Cicero.  Use at least 5

     Internet/printed text sources in addition to your class textbook, class history handouts, and

     AMSCO.  Use format learned in English class or the one available in class.

3.  WRITE a letter to a modern high school student studying Cicero.  In your persona's

     3 (typed) to 5 (handwritten) page letter, include

· a brief summary of your persona's life

· your persona's encounter with Cicero
· your persona's personal opinion of Cicero
· a quotation from/to/about Cicero in Latin or English relevant to your encounter with Cicero (cite work including chapter and line numbers)
· historical information of the time period, as necessary

REMEMBER--YOU ARE THE PERSONA and YOUR WORK IS TO BE DONE IN THE

FIRST PERSON.  Your letter should be a fictional rendering based on historical fact.  Roman cultural information is used to supplement your persona's connection with Cicero.

4.  MAKE a MASK of your persona out of poster board.  Put mask on a stick.  Cut out eyeholes.

     Put your name & your persona's name on back of the mask.

     BE PREPARED to address the class as your persona while holding the mask.

(over)

Grading Rubric       EQUIVALENT TO ONE TEST GRADE      


points               earned

               Sources (Bibliography)               

      
10

               Letter

                 Format & Directions                


5

                 Summary of Life   




10

                 Encounter with Cicero
      


25

                 Quotation of encounter            


10

                 Persona's personal opinion        


15

               Mask                                



15

   Persona presentation                  


10







Total                100


     Additions (determined by teacher to be



beyond report requirements)


(max. 5)


     Subtractions (determined by teacher to be



inappropriate including -5 for each



class day late beyond due date)

NOTA BENE:  On due date, all personae will don masks (and costume, if any) and


present report summaries in "round robin" group format.



  Late reports will don mask (and costume, if any) and present report 


summary to the class.

Notes

PERSONA REPORT

Very adaptable to all levels and groups of people.  Suggestions:

Emperors on ruling the empire

Famous people the Romans conquered (Ariovistus, Jugurtha, Mithridates, etc.)

On "round robin" day, students may use (but not read) their reports.  Seat them in 3 or 4 groups.  I have had as few as 3 in a group, as many as 8 in a group.  I always have at least 3 groups, no more than 5 groups in a 45 minute block of time.  

The student holds mask up in front of face.  Introduces self.  Helps if all do introductions first.  Then one student states his opinion of Cicero.  The others will join in.  They may join in as introductions are in progress because they will recognize names from their own reports.

This first grouping lasts about 8 to 10 minutes.  Then, dependent on the number of students and groups you have, move several on to the next group.  This time the grouping lasts less time (6 to 8 minutes) since some already know each other.  The next grouping is no more than 5 minutes.  Keep 

repeating until everyone has met every one else.

Then have the students sit by themselves.  Give them a piece of paper on which they are to list everyone they remember meeting.  (No talking during this part.)  Give prize (or extra credit on project) for most people recalled.

If student is not prepared, have the student sit in one group (no rotation) just to hear and learn about the others.

I generally cut up the list of people and have students draw the names out of my urn.  I say, “The fates choose the person.  Students choose the information to include.”

If it is a small class, I will assign or limit the selection of persons to the historically major individuals.  Sometimes I have the smaller classes choose their own persons.

Adaptations for various levels of LATIN

Latin II and Caesar.  The people would be:


political contemporaries:

Cassius              


Pompey the Great

Cato the Younger


Marcus Calpurnius Bibulus

Marcus Junius Brutus

Octavian


Marcus Licinius Crassus
     
Gaius Marius


Labienus

            Marcus Tullius Cicero


Mark Antony        




or one of the women in Julius Caesar's circle of family and friends:


Calpurnia
     
Servilia

Pompeia


Aurelia
     

Julia


Cleopatra


Cornelia


or one of the writers who wrote about Julius Caesar:


Suetonius

Plutarch

Catullus
Latin IV and famous Roman writers.  This would be good end of year project.  The people would be any authors being covered during an anthology/survey course.  My writers were:

Catullus



Horace



Ovid

Pliny the Elder



Pliny the Younger

Seneca

Vergil




Phaedrus


Cicero

Suetonius



Tacitus



Isidore

Apicius



Augustus (patron)

Maecenas (patron)

Latin IV AP and Vergil's Aeneid.  This would be good end of year project.  Any character from the Aeneid is appropriate.  I don't use Aeneas because the story is about him.  Some names are:

Jupiter



Juno



Venus


Aeolus

Vulcan



Neptune


Iris


Mercury

Dido



Anna



Achates

Creusa

Ascanius


Anchises


Hector


Sibyl

Turnus



Latinus



Amata


Lavinia

Pallas



Evander


Augustus (patron)
Vergil (writer)

(over)

Latin I.  The people are:

MEN

Brutus (1st consul of Rome)

Cato the Elder


Mark Antony

Pompey the Great


Julius Caesar


Augustus

Tiberius



Petronius


Nero

Claudius (the emperor)

Hadrian


Scipio Africanus

Marius




Sulla



Constantine the Great


Marcus Aurelius


Cicero



Maecenas

Ovid                                 

Trajan



Pliny the Elder

Pliny the Younger


Romulus


Tarquinius Superbus

Marcus Brutus (assassin of Julius Caesar)      
Gaius or Tiberius Gracchus (one of Gracchi)

WOMEN

Cornelia (wife of Tiberius Sempronius)
Antonia (minor) the Younger (mother of

(mother of the Gracchi)


emperor Claudius)

Agrippina (minor) the Younger

Clodia (sister of Clodius, lover of Catullus,


(mother of Nero) 


              tried by Cicero)

Calpurnia (wife of Julius Caesar)

Portia (wife of Marcus Brutus)

Livia (wife of Augustus)


Rhea Silvia (mother of Romulus and Remus)

Julia (daughter of Julius Caesar)

Cleopatra (emphasize Roman connection)

Terentia (wife of Cicero) 


Octavia (sister of Octavian & wife of Mark Antony)

Messalina (wife of Claudius)


Servilia (mother of Marcus Brutus)

Agrippina (major) the Elder


Aurelia (mother of Julius Caesar)

(wife of Germanicus)



Tullia (daughter of Cicero)

Suggestions for Adaptation by Other Target Languages
Very adaptable to all levels

Very adaptable to all groups and types of people

Select a famous figure from your target language’s culture and history (e.g., Louis XVI).  Then identify and list (for students) that famous person’s contemporaries (Marie Antoinette, Louis XV, Napoleon, etc.)
Select a modern day figure and identify and list that person’s contemporaries.  Be sure they are people well-known enough that the students will be able to research some information on the contemporaries as well as their interaction (pro & con) with the important personage.

Select artists, writers, generals, and hold a meeting of the minds.  Possibly hold a symposium or art “exhibit.”

Don’t forget the women—often the silent ones in history.  (What would Pablo Picasso’s wife or mistress have to say if she were allowed to speak?)

Suggestions for Interdisciplinary Activity

Pick an event that involves more than 1 culture (e.g., World War II).  Select contemporaries to the key persons in your culture.  How did they interact?  What did they think of each other?  What was each person’s role in history.

Pair up with an English class studying world literature or English writers of specific time periods that match with the literature being studied in your target language classes.

Pair up with a History teacher studying time periods of your target culture.  Your famous figures can give your culture’s side of the story (e.g., Ferdinand & Isabela of Spain present why they sent Columbus on his voyages; the Spanish explorers can tell of their conquests in the Americas)

Pair up with a Science teacher.  Scientists that lost their lives to the Inquisition can speak up to defend their theories and their detractors can speak to what was wrong with their theories. 
