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Due Date________________

1.  Complete the map of the Roman Empire.

2.  Select a province of the Roman Empire (or group of small provinces).

3.  Make a booklet on your Roman province.  It should include:

· an attractive decorated cover.

· a map of the ancient Roman province by itself with appropriate detail.

· a geographical description.

· a summary of the history of the area throughout ancient Roman times.

· a map of the modern country/countries your province includes.

· a brief report on the modern country/countries.

· IN ENGLISH--a letter from an administrator in your ancient province to the appropriate Roman emperor requesting advice on some problem or issue relevant to your province.  Be sure to include the name of the emperor and an date appropriate to your province's existence and the reign of your emperor.

(Hint:  The Roman Empire reached its greatest size during the reign of Trajan.)  

And, still IN ENGLISH, a reply to the letter from the emperor should be included.

· a recipe for a food dish typical of your province (ancient recipe preferred, but modern acceptable).

· an entertaining presentation (story, costume, song, poem, dance, etc.) to share with your class and to help the class remember your province.

4.  Two items MUST BE BROUGHT TO CLASS ON THE DUE DATE:  prepared food dish and entertainment.  NO CREDIT will be given for these sections of the project if these are not available on the due date.  We will be having a food tasting cultural event with entertainment on that date.

5.  Neatness is important.  Spelling and grammar counts in all parts of the booklet except the letter from the province to the emperor.  Maps may be copied, but must be clear and legible.  Historical facts must be accurate.  Your correspondence with the emperor should be original but related to something specific to your province, i.e., not just about generic administrative or military problem.  You may make up something clever and original (please!) but it should be appropriate to your province.

6.  If the booklet is early, +1 will be given for each class day early for a maximum of 5 points.  If the booklet is late, 5 points will be taken off for each class day late past the due date.

(over)

Grading Rubric:
Food




15



(5 in booklet; 10 in presentation)

Entertainment



15

(5 in booklet; 10 in presentation)

Cover




10

Map of Roman Province

10

Geography



10

Roman History


10

Map of Area in Modern Times
10

Modern History


10

Letters (to and from emperor)

10

Extras (determined by teacher)

Minus (determined by teacher)

(late projects & missing presentations)





Total

Nota Bene:  Spelling, grammar, etc. counts in all sections except the letter from

the provincial official to the emperor.
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Notes

The Roman Empire and Its Provinces

I usually give this to my Honors class since I can count on them to do the work on-time.

My school has a rotating schedule, so I use Family & Consumer Sciences kitchen when the long 1 1/2 hour lunch period occurs.  We prepare A period, eat B period, have entertainment and clean up C period.

I also have scheduled it as close as possible to our International Clubs' Christmas Party  or club meeting after school.  That way, leftovers (and there will be a lot of them) are used.

I invite ALL the administrators and secretaries.  Usually ONE person will show up briefly, get a plateful of food, and leave.  The principal, when (s)he comes, tends to stay a little longer just to sample a few dishes in front of the students.  I don't tell the students that the administrators are invited.  They tend to get stressed.  I invite the World Language teachers also.  A few have brought their classes when we are eating.  There is always enough food.

I have this class complete the map portion before this project is given out.  It is a separate, easy, quiz grade.

The "urn of fate" decides which province(s) one gets.  I cut up one of the maps.  Small provinces are clustered or paired.  Some African provinces are also clustered even though they cover a fair amount of territory.  Asia Minor provinces are sometimes clustered.  Some students get stressed if they draw unfamiliar provinces.  The clustering helps to alleviate the anxiety.   

If groups of provinces are assigned, I ask that they be covered as a unit for everything and possibly highlighting one of the provinces that has more information than the others. I take into consideration that the information may be scanty.

Notice I don't ask for a bibliography.  I just verbally tell the students that I will need their sources if something is unclear.  Most of the time, the better students will provide one anyway.  This could be an extra credit item.  If so, students should be told so ahead of time.

Suggestions for Adaptation by Other Target Languages
Set this project up for cities, regions, provinces, territories, countries.

Have class complete the map portion before this project is given out.  It is a separate, easy, quiz grade.

The "urn of fate" decides which province(s)/region/city one gets.  I cut up one of the maps to pull out.  Small area are clustered or paired.  

If groups of regions/provinces/cities are assigned, ask that they be covered as a unit for everything and possibly highlighting one of the areas that has more information than the others. 
Suggestions for Interdisciplinary Activity
Involve the Family & Consumer Sciences classes in food preparation

Schedule project as close as possible to International Clubs' Christmas Party  or target language club meeting day.  Leftovers (and there will be a lot of them) are used.

Invite ALL the administrators and secretaries.  Usually ONE person will show up briefly, get a plateful of food, and leave.  The principal, when (s)he comes, tends to stay a little longer just to sample a few dishes in front of the students.  Don't tell the students that the administrators are invited.  They tend to get stressed.  Invite other World Language teachers.  A few bring their classes.  There is always enough food.

