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SUNDIALS

Due Date__________________

Objective:  to make a "working" sundial

1.  Research "sundials" for their development and uses through the ages.

2.  Three sources must be used.  They must be other than those used in class or attached

     here.

3.  Write or type a 1 page (minimum) to 3 page (maximum) report on your findings.

     It is assumed that your report has been read and corrected for spelling, grammar,

     content, etc

.

4.  Include a bibliography of sources on a separate page.  Use the format learned in

     English class.

5.  Make a working sundial.  (It must be 3-dimensional.)

     You may use the attached directions as a guideline or directions from another source.  

     If you use other directions, please provide a copy as an addition to your report.

6.  Turn in by due date or +1 for every day early and -5 for every day late.

GRADING RUBRIC:


Report 





30



(Content, spelling, grammar, etc.)


Sources




10


3-D Sundial




30


Whether or not sundial works accurately
30






TOTAL
100
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Notes

SUNDIALS

This is culminating activity for a unit on the calendar and time as kept by the Romans.

It was first used with a class of level IV students who “loved” Latin culture but not the language.  This can be used at any level.
We go outside on a sunny day to see if our sundials work.  

I try to be outside "on the hour."  I position students so that the sundial registers its shadow on the appropriate hour.

I say that if the sundial "works," all students should be standing facing the same direction.  I don't compensate for latitude.  You would be amazed at how the students are awestruck by this simple activity.  So are parents if they get involved in the research and/or construction of this project.

There are several websites that give directions for easy to build sundials.  Ask science teachers for models to use. 

Suggestions for Adaptation by Other Target Languages
All cultures develop ways of keeping track of time.  What is your culture’s history of telling time?  

In Europe many kings had drawn upon the knowledge of scientific minds of the time (no pun intended) to devise elaborate ways of keeping track of the sun’s journey across the sky.  In Europe today, such devices still exist in churches, palaces, or other public venues (Arles, Rome & Naples to mention a few).

Many parks also have sundial features.  Locating these features will expose students to the beautiful parks found in major cities throughout the world.

Have your students research not only the history of the sundial (all over Europe there are sundials painted or placed on sides of buildings), but also how time was tracked during the Renaissance, when clocks were invented, and so on.
How about the Mayan calendar?  How did the Aztecs tell time?  When did the days of the week come to be used?  Was Isidore of Spain the first to write about it?

Why do the Germans have cuckoo clocks?  

What about the public time keeping devices in town squares?

