Activities for World Language Classes

Diocesan Institute 2010

Other Ideas

1.  http://tarheelreader.org
Excerpted, paraphrased, and even quoted from their home page

Tarheel reader.org is a collection of free, easy-to-read, and accessible books on a wide range of topics. The books may be downloaded as slide shows in PowerPoint, Impress, or Flash format. Each book can be speech enabled and accessed using multiple interfaces, including touch screens, the IntelliKeys with custom overlays, and 1 to 3 switches. You may write your own books using pictures from the huge collection at Flickr or pictures you upload.

As of 18 Sept 2010 there were 89 French, 201 German, 279 Spanish books that people had “written” and uploaded.  

Some books are intended for teenagers who are just learning to read. If some are inappropriate for your students; don’t use those. Use the site’s Favorites page as a way to present your students with reading choices that you approve of.  Or better yet write your own.

See a sample in Latin:
http://tarheelreader.org/2010/06/29/ed-stage-9-clc/ 

2.  Idea from Amy Rechtiene <magistra08@gmail.com>
*Latin 4*- Translating and dubbing movie trailers into Latin (group project)

If you'd like to see one of her Latin IV's trailers, here is the link on youtube:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FhaEFHjLhA
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3.  Center for Applied Second Language Studies The Northwest National Foreign Language Resource Center 

See sample listing of articles at

http://casls.uoregon.edu/intercom/site/intercom-detail.php?FromIC=t&PublishDate=08-16-2010
Here are some sample articles:
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Article 11: Creating Vokis – Online Animated Characters That Speak
Source: British Council

From http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/try

Vokis are great for practicing speaking skills with students. Creating an animated character and giving it a voice is real fun to do and breaks down the inhibitions that students often have when faced with recording themselves speaking in English or another target language.

Access instructions for creating vokis and using them in language class at http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/try/activities/creating-vokis-%E2%80%93-online-animated-characters-speak
Article 9: Speaking in Tongues Film: Resources and Screenings
Source: Various

The film Speaking in Tongues follows four diverse kids on a journey to become bilingual. This charming story will challenge you to rethink the skills that Americans need in the 21st century. You can learn more about it at http://speakingintonguesfilm.info

See ways that you can use this film to promote multilingualism at http://speakingintonguesfilm.info/get-involved

There is a new blog at the film’s website which describes itself as follows: In this blog we hope to explore the excitement and the controversy of immersion education and second language acquisition in children. We will write about research and politics, trends and tendencies. With guest bloggers and voices of experience throughout the language education community, we hope to stimulate conversation about this very important topic and to provide a forum for parents, teachers, students, administrators, politicians, psychologists and other experts in the field of early language acquisition to share their perspectives. The blog is available at http://speakingintonguesfilm.info/our-blog
…(rest of article not reproduced here)
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Article 7: Lyrics Training: Listening Practice
Source: Lyrics Training

Music videos are aligned with cloze activities for listening practice at the Lyrics Training website. Currently you can search by language: English, Spanish, French, Italian, German, and Dutch. The website is available at http://www.lyricstraining.com
Article 5: Beginning of School Ideas, Part 1
Source: Various

Another school year is beginning, and here are some resources and ideas to help you get off to a great start:

Are you hoping to incorporate more technology into your classroom? A blog article, 11 Techy Things for Teachers to Try This Year, is available at http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2010/08/11-techy-things-for-teachers-to-try.html

If you have enough room to move around, give them a sign-in sheet....stuff like: (these would be for Level one class)

Has eaten in a Mexican restaurant (not Taco Bell)
Can sing a song in Spanish
Knows who Alfonso Cuaron is 
Knows who Oscar de la Hoya is
Can name a country that speaks Spanish that is NOT Mexico
Has a family member who speaks Spanish
Can say "I love you" in Spanish

Then go over these....tell them about your local restaurants that serve Mexican food.
Remind them of songs they know (or show them a video!)
Tell them that Cuaron directed Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
That de la Hoya is a famous boxer
And so on.....
I like to point out things in the community and have them start noticing aspects of the culture right away: billboards in the language, products they can buy in local stores, etc.

Blaz, D. Re: [FLTEACH] first days of school. Foreign Language Teaching Forum listserv (FLTEACH@LISTSERV.BUFFALO.EDU, 21 Jun 2010).

---
I give some M & M's and have them take a handful...organize them by color.... but not eat them right away. Then they have to write and/or speak in order to eat them.
For Level 3's it would be something like this: (I vary it from year to year.)
For RED they have to tell me something about themselves
YELLOW something they did over the summer
GREEN something about their family
BLUE something they want to do this year
BROWN is "student choice"

I might have them tell me the Reds (speaking to me) 
Write down the Yellows (gives me a good idea how well they remember the past tenses) and hand it in.
Interview a partner about the Greens: Do you have a sister? (if the partner does, they can eat one green, etc. until they are out of green candies)
Write the Blues on the board, and so on....

Blaz, D. Re: [FLTEACH] First day, level 3 icebreaker ideas?? Foreign Language Teaching Forum listserv (FLTEACH@LISTSERV.BUFFALO.EDU, 26 Jul 2010).
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Article 8: Beginning of School Ideas, Part 2
Source: Various

In last week’s InterCom we shared some ideas for beginning the school and for icebreaker activities. Here are some more:

First, I create two sets of cards. One card has just a number and the other card has the number with a word or phrase that the students learned in the last level. So, level 2 students might get die Kirche or die Katze or something of the sort. 

On each desk is a can of play-doh.

On the projector, I display the following rules (in English for 2, German for the rest):
1. There is NO TALKING. 
2. Do not show anyone else your card.
3. After the bell you have 1 minute to create whatever it is that you have on your card. 
4. If you finish early, get out a piece of paper and number it 1-(however many you're expecting - you can always change this). 

Once the minute is up and everyone has a sheet of paper out, I tell them to take their paper and pencil with them and do a tour of the items. The numbered index card is left face-side-up on their desk next to their play doh creation. I collect the other card.

Then, they have 3 minutes (or so) to walk through the classroom and to write down what they think each item might be - in German. 

Once the 3 minutes is done, I have them sit back down and I call out each number. The person with that number stands and holds up his or her item and tells us what it's supposed to be - using a complete sentence. The rest of the class checks their work.

On the projector, I have a list with all of the correct answers. If anyone says "I don't know what that is" I just tell them to 'warte' and we move on. Once everyone goes through, we see who has the most right and then I give everyone a pencil for participating and the winner gets a little something extra (maybe a piece of candy or something). 

After we're finished, I have each item with the German on a PowerPoint and we go through them all (so anyone who didn't know something can see what each item is). 

Although it only takes about 10 minutes to do the entire activity, it really gets them started using German. 

Snow, E. [AATG-L] My first day activity - levels 2+. American Association of Teachers of German listserv (AATG@LISTSERV.IUPUI.EDU, 16 Aug 2010).

---
One activity that I do sometimes during the first few days of class is ask students how can I throw away a garbage can. I have had one for many years, but the hole on the bottom is now just about as big as the hole on the top. A student will suggest leaving the garbage can out with the trash. I reply that I put it out with the garbage and the people on the truck keep giving it back. Students can get very creative with their answers.

McLellan, N. Re: [FLTEACH] First day, level 3 icebreaker ideas?? Foreign Language Teaching Forum listserv (FLTEACH@LISTSERV.BUFFALO.EDU, 25 Jul 2010).

---
Teach them a simple children's poem or song (with pictures and German only). Let them go home and say they learned something in German today and it was easy and enjoyable - while they were filling out information index cards and writing "what I did on my summer vacation" in their regular class(es). Give them HW to teach it to a family member (and yes pets count).

Dailey, W. Re: [AATG-L] Activities for first days of school—elementary. American Association of Teachers of German listserv (AATG@LISTSERV.IUPUI.EDU, 2010).
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Article 22: Vocabulary Bingo Template
Source: Paula’s Archives

From http://www.redshift.com/~bonajo/index.htm

Print Bingo cards from your own vocabulary list with this free resource, available online with instructions at http://www.redshift.com/~bonajo/index.htm
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Article 7: Getting to Know You Activities for Young Children
Source: Teachers.net

From http://teachers.net/gazette/wordpress/karen-cox/getting-to-know-you-activities-karens-pre-k-page

Getting to Know You Activities – Karen’s Pre-K Page
By Karen Cox

Many children have difficulty learning the names of their classmates, some children more so than others, especially in a large class. For a few weeks, children might call their classmate “the boy in the blue shirt,” which is difficult (and amusing) in a school that requires uniforms, and every boy is “the boy in the blue shirt.” These are games we play at the beginning of the school year to help children learn each other’s names.

Read descriptions of the games at http://teachers.net/gazette/wordpress/karen-cox/getting-to-know-you-activities-karens-pre-k-page
