Le Français II

Madame Blaker





rblaker@cal-mum.org
538-6811 x.1117





Bienvenue!!


Congratulation on passing the Proficiency last year!  You are now beginning a new path towards completing the Regents Exam next year.  You will be learning a lot this year and taking what you learned the last two years to the next level.  It is important that you keep up with lessons and assignments so that you may have success in learning the language.  Following are the expectations I have for you for this class.

Course Description


The NY State Syllabus for Languages Other Than English (LOTE) outlines 14 topics to be covered in Checkpoints A, B and C.  This year we will be listening, speaking, reading and writing about:

· Physical Environment
· Meal Taking

· Sports and Leisure

· Health and Welfare

· House and Home

Materials

· 3 Ring Binder
· Loose-leaf Paper
· Pens/Pencils
· Agenda
· Textbook (covered please)
· Completed Assignments
· Small notebook / journal
· **Recommended:  Note cards to use as flashcards
Grades


I grade on a points system with the amount of possible points depending on the length/importance of the assessment.  Marking period grades will include: Unit Tests (100 points), Quizzes (20-35 points), Projects (20-50 points), Class work / Homework / Journal Entries (5-10 points), and a Participation grade (30 points).  The number of each depends on how the class is progressing.
Homework


The purpose of homework is to review lessons that we have covered that day or in previous classes so I give homework regularly.  It will be checked at the beginning of the next class and gone over before the end of that class.  Most homework will simply be checked and not collected; however, I may decide to collect it unannounced.  Homework is a component of your participation grade each marking period so it is important to have completed.

Participation


You will not learn the language unless you use it!  Active participation in this class means paying attention, asking questions, using the language, and always giving your best effort.  You are graded each marking period on your participation efforts.  I am not grading you solely on how well you can speak French, but more on how much effort you give it.

Make-Up Work


Whenever possible, please see me before class time to get your make-up work.  I will always give a reasonable amount of time to complete the work, according to the length of absence or the circumstances.

Late Work

I follow a "better late than never" policy.  This means that I accept late work, however, not without penalty.  You will lose credit each day that an assignment is late.  Homework checked at your seat may not be turned in late.
Classroom Behavior

· Be quiet when others are speaking.
· Do not use racist, sexist, or homophobic language.  No swearing.
· Cheating, plagiarism, or online translation will result in a 0% on the assignment in question.  Your parents and the Principal will be notified.
· Keep the room clean, desks in rows, supplies put away, etc.
· Be on time!
· Always give your best and ask for help when you need it!
Dear Parent,


Welcome to your child's first year of High School French!  Although you probably already know what to expect from the last two years, I am writing to remind you of some suggestions on how to help your child be successful this school year.

First, I hope you will take the time to read through the course outline I have given your child.  It overviews what I expect of them, materials they need, and various policies I employ.  Please note that I am asking them to get a journal for writing practice.  If there is a concern about being able to supply materials or a question about anything else, please don't hesitate to contact me.  


Secondly, as I noted on the outline, I recommend that you purchase (or make) note cards and have your son/daughter use them to make flashcards for vocabulary.  Have them put the English word on one side and the French word on the other.  I suggest they spend about 10-15 mins on a regular basis, quizzing themselves (or you can help too!) both ways.  Not only is this proven effective for studying, but furthermore I give extra credit on vocabulary quizzes if they bring the flashcards to school on the day of a quiz.  


Thirdly, I invite you and your child to access the Quia website I have created (and will try to keep current) for the class.  Simply go to the High School Faculty Web Pages link from the cal-mum.org homepage.  Scroll down to Foreign Language and select French II.  There are plenty of games and activities to help your child review.  I am also working on adding links to the course outline, this letter, and other pertinent information.

Lastly, I require that each student keep track of their assignments in their agenda.  I ask that you please check this with them to ensure that they are doing their homework regularly.  Language is something that is easily forgotten if not used, and having class every other day I have found that homework often gets overlooked.


I thank you in advance for your support throughout the school year and look forward to seeing you at Open House.  I invite you to contact me any time.  My information is below.  I also ask that you provide me with the best way to contact you.  Please send back the bottom of this letter with your child.  This will be counted as a homework assignment for them!








Sincerely,









Rachel Blaker









538-6811 x.1117








rblaker@cal-mum.org

________________________________________________________________________

Child's Name: ____________________________________________________________

Parent(s) Name(s): ________________________________________________________

Phone #: ___________________________
E-mail: _____________________________
Website:  http://www.quia.com/pages/french2cmcs.html

