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Course: Honors Biology

Instructor: R. Ravgiala, B.A., M.Ed., Ed.D.
Office Hours: By appointment only – Academic/Lab Makeup held every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month

Contact Information: Visit the website at  www.quia.com/pages/ravbiology.html or contact me directly with your questions via email at rebekah.ravgiala@tyngsboroughps.org (I will usually reply within 24 hours).
I. Description of Course

This course introduces essential concepts of science and the scientific process from a biological context.  The content of this course is presented within a comprehensive context of the scientific process with its power and limitations, and its relationship with contemporary issues such as health, economic survival, environmental quality, and social responsibility.  The important role that biology plays in improving modern society, and providing for its future needs, will be emphasized as well as the mathematical concepts used to explain the science of biology.

II. Course Objectives

1. To develop the necessary critical and analytical skills within students in order to enhance their ability to observe, analyze, and think critically.

2. To provide students with an essential and comprehensive overview of the science of biology.

3. To depict the concepts of biology through various instructional genre in order to facilitate students’ understandings of major scientific views and processes, and to provide a foundation of biological principles so that they may make decisions relevant to daily life.

4. To demonstrate the equivalency of life processes from the simplest to the most complex.

5. To develop an awareness of ecological interrelationships and the effects of humans on the environment.

III. Major Topics

1. Principles and Tools for Scientific Inquiry 
5. Genetics: DNA Structure and Function

2. The Chemistry of Life


6. Evolution and the Origins of Life

3. Overview of Ecology


7. Human Anatomy and Physiology

4. Cell Morphology and Physiology

     

IV. Expectations

All students will be expected to:

1. Demonstrate teamwork, integrity, and perseverance;

2. Participate in all class activities and lab exercises;

3. Complete assignments regularly;

4. Come to class prepared; and

5. BE RESPECTFUL! This includes demonstrating respect towards others, others’ property, others’ views, but most importantly, oneself.

*** You will be provided with a folder for submitting lab reports and a Composition notebook to be used as your Learning Journal.

V. Grading Policy

Students will be evaluated on the following quarterly assessment tools (values per assignment are subject to change depending on the rubric provided):

1. Homework/In-Class Participation/Warm-ups (10 points/assignment): 10%

2. Announced and Unannounced Quizzes (usually 20 points/quiz): 10%

3. Lab Exercise/Reports (80-100 points/lab report): 25%

4. Periodic Examinations (100 points/exam): 25%

5. Projects/Presentations/Article Reflections (200 points/project): 10%

6. Learning Journal (10 points/assignment): 20%
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School Grading Policy

  98-100 = A+

80-82 = 
B-
63-66 = D

  93-97 = 
A

77-79 = 
C+
60-62 = D-

  90-92 =
A-

73-76 =
C

  87-89 =
B+

70-72 =
C-

  83-86 = 
B

67-69 = 
D+

VI. Classroom Policies

· ASSIGNMENTS: Homework assignments must be completed and submitted in a timely fashion.  Late assignments will not be accepted unless there is a valid reason.  Computer/Printer failures, extracurricular responsibilities, or forgetfulness, especially for long term projects and lab reports are not acceptable excuses.  Please be aware that extra credit assignments will be offered periodically throughout the year… I encourage you to take advantage of these optional exercises.

· ACCEPTABLE WORK: All assignments from lab reports to homework assignments will be submitted with your name (first/last), date, and period in the upper left hand corner along with the title of the assignment.  All assignments will receive a neatness score.  All assignments must be stapled upon submission (with the exception of lab reports submitted in color-coded folders).  Assignments such as lab reports, projects, and other work must be typed (12-point font, Times New Roman) – You will be given adequate time to meet this requirement.  Please proofread all assignments and take pride in your work.  Assignments submitted 1day late will incur a penalty of 25% deduction; 2 days late will result in a 50% deduction; and more than two days late will be awarded no credit. 

· ABSENCES: You are responsible for your homework and any missing assignments due to absences.  

· MAKEUP POLICY: On the day you return from an absence, you must schedule an appointment with me to obtain your missing assignments especially during long-term absences and especially if you have missed a scheduled lab exercise.  You are encouraged to check the website and to identify a “Study Buddy” who you can call to fill you in on classroom activities and missing work.   

· FIELD TRIPS: These are not counted as absences, but are considered school-related functions.  As such, if you have a homework assignment due on the day of a field trip please make every attempt to submit it before your departure.  If you miss a test/quiz due to a field trip, you must see me PRIOR TO the field trip to make arrangements for makeup.
· TARDINESS: Make sure you are ON TIME to class!  Tardiness is an unacceptable habit.  The school policy in this case is the classroom policy.  Persistent tardiness will be dealt with administratively.  For details please consult your Student Handbook.

· RESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR: All students are expected to behave appropriately in and out of class.
· PASSES: Passes to the lavatory or other places within the school will NOT be permitted during instructional time.  In the event you require a pass, you will sign-out in the notebook attached to my cart.
· DRESS CODE: Similarly, you are expected to dress appropriately.  Please consult your Student Handbook for details on this school policy.

· PREPARATION FOR CLASS: Bring a writing implement, assigned textbook (when applicable), notebook, mini-stapler (recommended), and 3-hole punch (recommended).  You are expected to bring these items to class… I am traveling this year so I will not have access to extra pens, pencils, or textbooks for your use.  

· TEXTBOOK: Your textbook is NEW!!!  You are responsible for its security and condition.  Please take every precaution to maintain its integrity… that is, DO NOT LOSE OR DAMAGE IT, you will be required to pay restitution to replace it.  In order to prevent your book from being “intentionally borrowed,” I highly recommend obtaining and using a lock for your locker.   

· FOOD AND DRINK: Do not bring food (this includes lollipops) or drink (open containers) into this classroom, and keep your shoes on!  This class is also where dissections of preserved specimens occur…  IT IS SAFE TO ASSUME NOTHING IS STERILE!
· ELECTRONICS: 1) Cell phone use is prohibited during class (yes, this includes texting, taking photos, and any other fancy functions), 2) Refrain from unauthorized recording of the activities in this classroom… (I do not want my debut to be on YouTube), and 3) iPods, CD players, and other devices are not permitted during class (So, you might want to reconsider investing in products that have “built-ins”).

· When in doubt… We will follow school policies (i.e., Warning, Demerit/Parent call, Administrative referral). 

Have an outstanding and productive year!!!  

First QUIZ on Wednesday, September 5th… Cover your book!

�





             **Quarterly** Department Exams will be 15% of the quarter grade beginning Quarter 2.





SOPHOMORES


Science Portfolios will be 5% of your Quarter 1 grade.  
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