AP VERGIL REVIEW – I.254-401

254-296
Juppiter consoles Venus  by telling her more of the future. This section contains a synopsis of Roman history, including Augustus.

255
zeugma

257-260
Juppiter has not changed his view of Aeneas. Venus will see him build the walls of Lavinium and she will take him up to Mt. Olympus. 

258-259
hendiadys

261-266
He will wage a huge war in Italy and subdue fierce people. He will build walls and establish customs (transfer of Trojan customs) but he will rule for only 3 years.

264
zeugma

267-
Ascanius will receive a new name. He used to be Ilus, named for Ilia (Troy) but now that Troy has been destroyed, his name has been changed to Iulus (thus explaining the connection to the Julian clan and Augustus. He will rule for 30 years and will move the capital to Alba Longa (home of Romulus and Remus).

272-277
For 300 years various descendants of Hector (Trojans) will rule. Then Rhea Silva will give birth to Romulus & Remus. Romulus will found the city and name the people after himself. 

278-279
very important and famous lines – there will be no limit for the Romans, in time or extent.

279-282
Juno will change her mind & be one of Rome’s goddesses.

282
sums up the Romans – dominos = soldiers/war, gentem togatam = citizens/peace


also hendiadys

283-285
Rome will eventually conquer Greece (reversal of Trojan war)

286-290
Caesar (Augustus) will be born from Trojan blood; there will be no limit to his power; he will become a god living on Mt. Olympus.

291-296
under the rule of Augustus, there will be a golden age – there will be peace, laws, the door of the temple of Janus will be closed

294-296
personification

297-304
Juppiter sends Mercury down to Carthage so the Carthaginians will kindly receive the Trojans, especially Dido.

305-313
Aeneas is up all night thinking. He then decides to explore and discover their location. First, he hides the fleet (good leader) and sets out with Achates (not endangering the others).

311
hendiadys

314-401
Aeneas meets his mother, Venus, in the woods

314-320
Venus has disguised herself to look as different as possible. She looks very athletic and unconcerned about her appearance.

321-324
Venus meets Aeneas and Achates. She pretends not to know them. She wants to know if they have seen her sisters who are also hunting. (She is not alone; she is not the only one who looks as she does.)

325-334
Aeneas does not believe she is mortal. He has not fallen for the disguise. He does not know who she is (he guesses Diana or nymph which would explain her attire and appearance) but he still thinks she is a goddess. If she will tell them where they are, they will sacrifice to her.

325
separation of Venus and filius – literally and figuratively

335-338
Venus says she is not worthy of being a goddess. All girls dress like she does.

339-371
Venus tells Aeneas about Dido and the Carthaginians, pointing out how similar they and their experiences are.

339-364
The Carthaginians come from Tyre (Phoenicia). They are friendly but hostile people surround them. Dido was forced to flee her homeland because of her brother. Venus gives the main points of the story. Dido was married to Sychaeus who was very rich. Her brother, Pymalion, who rules Tyre, wants Sychaeus’ money and kills him at the altar. This is a crime against a defenseless relative at a holy location – a major example of “impious”? He then hides this from his sister Dido, until the ghost of her husband appears to her to reveal the truth and the location of the money. He advises her to flee. She gathers the money, allies, and ships.

344
miserae – prolepsis

356-357
zeugma

360
zeugma

364
famous line

The short sentences and many verbs of the above lines keep the story moving.

365-368
They refugees came here and built a town from as much land as they could surround with a bull hide.

369-371
Venus pretends not to know Aeneas and Achates.

372-386
Aeneas is still convinced that the woman is a goddess. He says that there really isn’t enough time to tell everything. They are Trojans, from Troy, carried thru the seas, driven there by a storm, he is “pius Aeneas”, he saved the penates from the enemy, he is famous, he seeks Italy, his race is from Juppiter, he set out with 20 ships, his mother led the way and guided him, he followed his fates, only 7 ships have survived a storm. Now, he is unknown, destitute, wandering, driven from Europe and Asia (world). Whine, whine, whine, me, me, me.

375-376
Aeneas’ modesty (?)

385-388
Venus interrupts; she can’t stand the whining. If the gods didn’t favor him, he would be dead by now, so shut up.

389-401
If they follow the path, they will come to the palace. His ships will be restored to him since they have survived the storm. She knows this because her parents taught her augury (telling the future with birds). How else would she know? She describes the survival of the 12 ships with a simile. 12 swans (bird of Venus) were chased by an eagle (storm caused by Juno), now they have either landed or are about to land. Just follow the “yellow brick road” and they will see for themselves.


