STANDARD LEVEL IB 

VERGIL REVIEW – II.254-346

254-259
The Greeks have organized and are on their way from Tenedos thru the friendly silence of the moon (even nature is on their side). The ships have signaled to Sinon and vice-versa (red flames = red serpent crests). Sinon, defended by the unfavourable fates of the gods (even the gods are against them) has let the Greeks out of the horse

258-259
hysteron proteron = Aeneas’ emotional state

259
zeugma

254-264
dactyls = speed at which all is happening

259-264
3 groups of 3 exit the horse

265-267
They invade the city buried (figuratively and soon, literally) in sleep and wind. They slaughter the guards and let in the rest of the Greeks.

268-269
The city is asleep. All seems calm and sleep has been sent by the gods to restore men but it serpit s upon them, reminding us of the serpents. Sleep, like the serpents, has been sent by the gods to destroy them.

270-297
Hector appears to Aeneas in a dream. 

270-273
somber, sad mood – Hector seems very sad and looks as he did when he died

274-276
very changed from the happy Hector who set fire to the Greek ships and put on Achilles’ armor after killing Patroculus.

277-280
Hector looks terrible; Aeneas is also sad, confused and dismayed.


281-286
Aeneas addresses Hector as the light and hope of the Trojans. All depended upon him as their lead fighter. Where has he been while his people were dying? Why does he look like he does?

287-297
Hector does not bother to answer or even acknowledge Aeneas’ stupid questions. He tells Aeneas to flee, save himself from the flames, the enemy has the walls, Troy is falling, he has done enough, Troy can not be saved, he must save the Penates and take them with him to new walls which he will build after he has wandered the seas. He then hands the gods and the eternal fire to Aeneas. Vergil thus explains the origin of the Roman religion and the Temple of Vesta.

298-317
Anchises’ house is secluded away from the road but the noise from the city eventually wakes Aeneas. He climbs up to the roof to get a better view of what is going on. 

303
assonance of “a” to express his astonishment at what he sees and hears

304-308
assault on the city is compared to a wind blowing fire across a dry field or a mountain stream destroying all in its path. Aeneas, like the amazed shepherd, watches and listens in disbelief

309-317
He finally realizes what has happened. The Greeks and Sinon tricked them. Houses around him burn. He hears shouting and the noise of fighting. Without thinking, Aeneas grabs his weapons and prepares to fight (ignoring the advice of Hector). His emotion has gotten the better of him. It is good to die for one’s country.

318-321
The priest Panthus arrives at Aeneas’ door. He is carrying religious items, gods, and his grandson. He is fleeing. He is the perfect picture of what Aeneas’ is supposed to be doing. 

322
Aeneas wants to know what is happening. Where is all the fighting, where is the rallying point?

323-335
Panthus answers – it is the final day for Troy, it is inescapable, Juppiter is favoring the Greeks, the Greeks control the burning city, Sinon lied to them and let the hidden Greeks out of the horse then proceeded to set fires, Greeks are pouring thru the gates, other Greeks are blocking departure points, still prepared to fight and die, the guards realized that it was pointless and barely resisted.


Given  all of this information, it would be pointless for Aeneas to go into the city.

336-346
Aeneas ignores all and joins the fight. He meets others gathering to do the same, one of whom is Cassandra’s fiancé. He came to see her and bring help, ignoring (of course) her admonitions to do otherwise.

346
incomplete line = sense of frustration and emotion. His love and devotion will be the cause of his death.


