Vergil Review II.469-566 & 735-805

469      elisons – Pyrrhus fills the doorway and line

470      snake simile – emphasizes Pyrrhus’ youth and strength

479     P breaks through all obstacles, he has become a machine

483-93 The interior of the palace: visual and auditory images

Trojan women are holding onto the door posts whereas the Greek men are destroying them.

489     synchesis

490     chiasmus

494     alliteration and chiasmus – Greeks force their way in.

495     litotes – non sic

           simile – Greeks are beyond what simile describes.

499/501
vidi ipse/vidi – anaphora - Aeneas was an eyewitness to the events in the palace

503     bedrooms symbolize fertility & the future

           door posts sympolize power, strength & wealth

506     the fate of Priam

509     hopelessness of the attempt to fight: diu, senior, desueta, trementibus aevo,      

     nequiquam, inutile

515      Hecuba and the girls have gathered at the altars/penates

            2 elisions

517      holding onto the images – 2 more elisions

518-525 Hecuba & Priam – she realizes the hopelessness: dira mens, miserrime

            not even Hector could save them now

            they will be protected at the altar or die together

525      Speed of meter increases as Polites runs

526      2 elisions again

527      per – anaphora, Polites keeps going and going

529      Pyrrhus is ardens – therefore incapable of thinking rationally or exercising self-control

530      insequitur – active pursuit; iam/iam – anaphora = time and again

533      Priam confronts Pyrrhus. Meter alternates between dactyl and spondee as Priam hangs

            between life and death. Speech contain many spondees to show seriousness.

534      voci iraeque – hendiadys

535      anaphora of pro – Pyrrhus should get everything that is owned to him

540      juxtaposition of ille and satum – father and son

           Achilles, known for his savagery, treated an enemy, Priam, well. Had respect. Pyrrhus has

           none.

544-546 Priam attempts to attack Pyrrhus by throwing a spear at him. Of course it will fail: imbelle,

           senior, repulsum, nequiquam

544      2 elisions show smooth, but weak throw

547-553 Pyrrhus’ reply and the death of Priam

547      hysteron proteron – referes & ibis

550      morere and hoc elide showing that both the words and the actions run together

550      note that the scene takes place at the altaria

550      Priam is obviously no match for Pyrrhus – trementem, lapsantem

551-2 Pyrrhus easily kills the old man. Note that coruscum (ensem) was last used to describe the

           snake/Pyrrhus

559      Transition from public disaster to private concern – Aeneas finally thinks of his family.  

      Perfect tenses used to show what might have already happened to them.

564      He looks around and realizes that all else are killed or dead by suicide

735      Aeneas realizes that Creusa is not with them & wonders what may have happened

            male amicum – litotes

            Aeneas’ quick change of thought as he runs through various possibilities = confusion

            Aeneas’ confusion & fear – nescio, trepido, confusam, seu, incertum

741…  Notice the use of back/again: respexi, reflexi, recondo, repeto, reverti, rursus, retro

741-2   Tmesis – prius … quam

742      transferred epithet – antiquae should refer to the temple, not the goddess

744      polysyndeton – Creusa eluded the notice of many people, not just Aeneas. In fact, there are                   

      numerous “and”s on page 137.

745      amens

            line contains 2 elisions to show the jumble in his mind

747      Aeneas does a leader-like thing. He makes sure that all are hidden & safe before he leaves

749      hysteron proteron

            Aeneas attempts to retrace his steps on the pathless path, in the darkness. That which

            protected them as they fled, now hinders his search.

752       Aeneas does not find Creusa on the return trip, he then goes to the gates, his house and the  

       citadel with no success

755      the very silence is terrifying

756…. Short sentences show Aeneas’ frantic search

            anaphora – si forte – shows the hopelessness and diligence of Aeneas

757      3 elisions draw attention to the Greek possession of his house

761-7 Greeks have stolen from the gods and others. Juno protects them in her temple. Only children

            and women remain as prisoners.

768      voces – metonymy for words

770      Aeneas refuses to give up – iterumque iterumque even though it is all nequiquam

771      Creusa realizes that Aeneas will not stop and move on until he finds her. Her image appears. 

776…. Creusa attempts to console Aeneas and prepare him for the future

            insano dolori – his grief is pointless

777      non sine numine divum – all is destined and happening as it is supposed to happen

            It is nec fas for Creusa to accompany him (against divine will). 

779      Jupiter does not allow her to go with him

780-4  Creusa prepares him for the future: there will be longa exsilia

            the vast plain of the sea must be plowed – metaphor

            He will come to a land, Hesperia and the Tiber River. People already live there but there he    

            will find happy circumstances, a kingdom, and a royal wife – emphasized by the alliteration  

            of “r”

            It is pointless to cry for Creusa.

785      Creusa’s life won’t be so bad. She is not going to Greece, she will not be a slave

787      Since she is a Trojan and daughter-in-law of Venus, she has been spared. She will stay and 

      serve the Great Mother.

789      Creusa bids him goodbye and asks him to love their son

790       Aeneas has not cheered up nor is he willing to let go of Creusa and the past – lacrimantem,

       anaphora of ter to show his relentless attempts to hold her even though it is impossible

       (frustra)

795      The entire night has passed, it is morning.

796      Aeneas returns to the group and is amazed at the people there – note the polysyndeton

800      The Trojans are willing to follow Aeneas anywhere

801      Lucifer/Venus leads the way as the walk into a new day/future.

