I.102-237 Main Points

102-123 
The winds effects upon the ships and men. Many winds doing many things to many ships. Note the loss of one ship in the whirlpool (113-119).  Also note the loss of some Trojan


possessions in lines 118-119. Bit by bit as Aeneas and the Trojans wander, they leave behind more and more of the past. Note figures of speech in 122 & 123.

124-156
Neptune and his reaction and response to the storm


He is graviter commotus but also placidum. He sees the Trojans scattered and knows that his sister is responsible.

132-141
Neptune rages against the winds. He is extremely angry. The winds have been arrogant. Who did they think they were? 

135
aposiopesis – Neptune is so angry but he controls his rage and decides to act in a responsible manner. It is better to deal with the storm now and punish the winds later. He treats them as unruly children whom he will later punish with some new, horrible punishment. 

137-141
He asks the winds to pass a message on to Aeolus reminding him that the sea is not his territory and he should be king in his own little world.

142-143
He calms the water faster than speech. Other sea deities help loosen the stranded ships.

148-153
Famous simile comparing Neptune to a respected man who calms a riot by his appearance and words. Aeneas is to model himself on this. Possible reference to Augustus and the civil wars also. 

157-158
The exhausted Trojans head for Libya (which they do not yet know)

159-169
Ekphrasis describing the Libyan port. Combination of words denoting safety and also uncertainty. 

170-179
The Trojans disembark and prepare camp, including fire, cooking pots, and salvaged food

180-193
Famous passage – Aeneas and the deer hunting. Note that the first action of Aeneas in Libya is hunting and the killing of deer. This will have significance later on when Dido is compared to a deer killed by a shepherd’s (Aeneas) arrow.


Aeneas tries to be a good leader. He climbs to a vantage point to search for the 12 missing ships. He sees none but he does see the deer. The hunt is a battle with Aeneas being victorious over the deer. The deer are unaware; then death strikes from an unknown source. They never saw it coming. This is also significant later on. He kills the leaders first then finishes with a total of seven, one for each ship. He is providing for his men. The deer have not died in vain.

194-197
The Trojans eat the deer along with the grain and wine they received in Sicily from Acestes.

197
Aeneas speaks, calming their hearts with words (Neptune and the storm, leader and the mob).

198-207
Aeneas’ speech – he tries to comfort them, reminding them that they have been through bad times before. They must not give up now.  They must keep their eyes fixed on the prize – quiet homes in Latium, and a new Trojan rule. They must endure; they are so close.

208-209
Aeneas shows signs of a great leader. He represses his own feelings and pretends to strengthen the others. This is a definition of pius – loyalty- putting one’s own feelings and wants behind those of others, putting the good of the country ahead, putting loyalty to the gods and their destiny ahead of him. This is a message to the Romans as well. They may not like Augustus and his ideas but they should put their own feelings behind for the good of the whole.

210-215
The Trojans prepare the food, eat and drink.

216-219
Once again, the Trojans mourn the possible loss of their fellows. Are they dead or alive? Will they ever see them again?

220-222
Aeneas’ also grieves for their possible loss, even more than the others, but he once again does not show his feelings. Very Stoic approach, very Roman.

223-237
Juppiter and Venus on Mount Olympus. When the action is becoming too sad or violent and the reader’s mind needs some breathing space, Vergil switches to the gods. Juppiter is also a way to work in the future (Rome’s past) with his foreknowledge. 

223-226
Juppiter just now looks down and notices the scattered Trojans.

227
Juppiter ponders these cares in his chest. He also does not show his feelings. His daughter, Venus, misunderstands his seeming lack of emotion. 

228-237
Venus is devastated. Why is her son suffering so much? What has Aeneas or the Trojans done which merits this treatment? They have already suffered so much. They wander over the seas because they are kept from Italy.

234-237
Juppiter has told Venus a bit about the future. He promised her that from Trojan blood there would be Romans, great leaders, who would eventually rule the sea and lands. What has changed Juppiter’s mind?

Call me if you have questions. I really don’t mind (414-4576). I am up late. Let it ring and leave a message if necessary. I may be out with the dogs, etc. and will get right back to you.

