
Making Posters That Help You Draw
Accurate Floor Plans.





Kitchen Styles 
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Kitchen Work Triangle 

 Kitchen is made up of three work centers: Fire, 
Water, and Ice. Food storage and preparation 
(refrigerator, cabinets, pantry, and countertops). 
Cooking (range, oven, microwave, countertops). 
Clean-up (sink, dishwasher, countertops), Work 
triangle measures efficiency.  A line from the 
center front of each work center makes up the 
work triangle. ii. The sum of all sides of the work 
triangle should not exceed 22’. 
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Outlets:  

 

Duplex Receptacle: 

 

Split Wired:  

 

Special Purpose:  

 

220 volt: 

 

Weather proof:  
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Interrupt (GFI): 

 

Lighting:  
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Fluorescent: 

 

Special:  
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Miscellaneous: 
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Exhaust Fan:  

 

Room Air:  
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Circulating Fan: 
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Telephone:  

 

TV Antenna Outlet:  

 

Chimes:  

 

Smoke Detector:  

 

Thermostat:  

 



 

Key Term 

Alcove: a small room adjoining a larger room often separated by an archway 
Apron: the inside trim board placed below a window sill 
Bidet: a low bowl-shaped bathroom fixture with running water for personal hygiene 
Breezeway:  a covered walkway with open sides between two different parts of a structure.  
Casing - the decorative trim that covers the joint between the jamb and rough opening (inside and 
outside) 
Cavity wall:  a masonry wall formed with two wythes with an air space between each face 
Closed Plan: cubicle-like rooms with little chance for overflow into other rooms 
Compartmentalized:  term used to indicate a water closet that is partitioned off from other bathroom 
fixtures 
Cutting Plane – lines used to show where an object is to be sectioned 
Deck – exterior floor that is supported on at least two opposing sides by adjoining structures, piers, or 
posts 
Egress – a term used in building codes to describe access 
Floor plan – architectural drawing of a room or building as seen from above 
Half Bath – bathroom containing water closet and lavatory only 
Header - the horizontal structural member used to support other structural members over openings 
Jamb - the frame that is fitted inside the rough opening which encloses the door sash a. Head 
jambs extend across the top of opening. b. Side jambs extend vertically.   c. The jamb may come as part 
of a packaged door unit. 
Laundry – a room designed for the specific purpose of washing, drying, folding, and ironing clothes 
Lavatory – a fixture that is designed for washing hands and face, usually found in a bathroom 
Master Bedroom – the largest bedroom in a home, generally with a bath adjoining the room 
Masonry – stone, brick, concrete, hollow tile, concrete block, gypsum block, or other similar building units 
or materials or a combination of the same, bonded together with mortar to form a wall, pier, buttress, or 
similar mass 
Modular – building parts that have been preassembled either in a plant or on-site 
Mullions -- vertical and horizontal members between window and door units 
Muntins -- divide the glass into smaller panes 
Open Plan – plan in which rooms are not closed off from each other; minimal walls 
Plumbing Wall – the walls in a building where plumbing pipes are installed 
Porch – a covered entrance to a structure 
Patio – ground-level exterior entertaining area that is made of concrete, stone, brick, or treated wood 
Sheathing – a covering material placed over walls, floors and roofs which serves as a backing for finishing 
materials 
Sill - the horizontal member placed at the bottom of walls and openings in walls 
Swing – the opening direction of a door opens based on the hinge location; right or left hand 
Threshold - the beveled member directly under a door 
Utility Room – a room that includes space for washing, drying, folding, mending, ironing, and storing 
clothes as well as long-term storage of dry and canned food and a freezer 
Water Closet – a water-flushing plumbing fixture, such as a toilet, that is designed to receive and discharge 
human excrement (poop)   

Exterior Door 
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Interior Door 

Bathroom Door: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bi-fold Door: Sliding 
Door/Bypass Door: 
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Windows 

Double hung Window: 
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Roof types  

My house has a Gabel roof. 
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Floor Plan Definitions 
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1-Alcove – a small room adjoining a larger room often separated by an 
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2. Apron – the inside trim board placed below a window sill 
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Floor Plan Definitions 

Walker Hooks  

1-Alcove – a small room adjoining a larger room often separated by an 

archway 

 

2. Apron – the inside trim board placed below a window sill 

 

3. Bidet – a low bowl-shaped bathroom fixture with running water for 

personal hygiene 

 



Determining the Owner’s Needs 
 

Considerations & Requirements Examples 

Family Structure  Extended family, immediate family, children, individual, etc. 

 
Family or individuals’ interests and activities Musician, sports, grass, trees, hobbies, handy, etc. 

 
Financial Considerations Income, savings, consideration of mortgage, etc. 

 
Location of lot Suburb, forest, damp, city, fertile, etc. 

 
Number of levels Budget, number of family members, lot size, guest rooms, 

basement, attic, etc. 

 
Architectural Style Open plan, Closed plan, ideals, location, modern, etc. 

 
Zoning Ordinances and covenants Sleeping, Eating, Utility, etc. 

 
 



Doors 

General Classifications: 

Flush doors  

1) Smooth on both sides (usually mahogany or birch 

plywood) 

 2) May be hollow core or solid core 

 

Panel doors  

1) Heavy frame around perimeter  

2) Parts:  

  i. Stiles – vertical members  

  ii. Rails – horizontal members  

  iii. Panels – thin material enclosed by stiles 

and    rails  

  iv. Louvered doors are panel doors.  

 

 

 

Exterior doors 

a. Typical door sizes:  

  1) 6’-8” tall by 1-3/4” thick  

  2) One opening must be a minimum of 3’-0”  

  3) Insulated  

b. Sloping sills at the bottom sheds water away from opening 

 

 

 

 

Swinging doors  

1) Hinged  

2) Swing into the house  



 Doors 

Flush  

1) Smooth on both sides (usually mahogany or birch plywood)  

2) May be hollow core or solid core  

 

 

Panel  

1) Heavy frame around perimeter  

2) Parts  

i. Stiles – vertical members  

ii. Rails – horizontal members  

iii. Panels – thin material enclosed by stiles and rails  

iv. Louvered doors are panel doors.  

 

 

 

 





 

 

 
 1-Alcove – a small room adjoining a larger 

room often separated by an archway 

 

2. Apron – the inside trim board placed below a 

window sill 

 

3. Bidet – a low bowl-shaped bathroom fixture 

with running water for personal hygiene 

 

4. Breezeway – a covered walkway with open 

sides between two different parts of a structure 

 

5. Casing - the decorative trim that covers the 

joint between the jamb and rough opening 

(inside and outside) 

 

6. Cavity wall – a masonry wall formed with two 

wythes with an air space between each face 

 

  

 

7. Closed Plan – cubicle-like rooms with little 

chance for overflow into other rooms

 

 

8. Compartmentalized – term used to indicate a 

water closet that is partitioned off from other 

bathroom fixtures 

 

9. Cutting Plane – lines used to show where an 

object is to be sectioned 

 

10. Deck – exterior floor that is supported on at 

least two opposing sides by adjoining 

structures, piers, or posts 

 

11. Egress – a term used in building codes to 

describe access 

 

12. Floor plan – architectural drawing of a room 

or building as seen from 

above 

 

 



Floor Plan Poster 
Term Definition Picture/Dimensions 

Alcove A small room adjoining a 
larger room often 
separated by an archway 

 
Apron The inside trim board 

placed below a window sill 

 
Bidet A low bowl-shaped 

bathroom fixture with 
running water for personal 
hygiene 

 
Breezeway A covered walkway with 

open sides between two 
different parts of a 
structure 

 
Casing The decorative trim that 

covers the joint between 
the jamb and rough 
opening (inside and 
outside) 

 

Abigail Bagwell 

Floor Plan Symbols 

 



Floor Plan Symbols 
 

Doors Definition Symbol 

Openings 1)Opening 
2)No actual door 

 
Hinged (Swinging) 1) Hinged  

2) Swing into the house 

 
Exterior a. Typical door sizes  

1) 6’-8” tall by 1-3/4” thick  
2) One opening must be a minimum of 3’-0”  
3) Insulated  
b. Sloping sills at the bottom sheds water away from 
opening  

 

Interior a. Standard height = 6’-8”  
b. Thickness = 1-3/8”  
c. Widths vary based on a 2’ module  
1) Bedroom doors = 2’-6”  
2) Rooms other than sleeping areas = 2’-6”  
3) Bathroom doors = 2’-0” or 2’-4”  
4) Closet doors should be as large as possible 

 

Bi-fold  1) Set of two doors making up one door unit  
2) Hung on a track  
3) Popular for closet doors  

Sliding 1) Hung on a track and slide left to right  
2) Often used in wide openings, like closets 

 

Pocket 1) Hung on a track and slides into a wall cavity  
2) Frees floor space when open  
3) Come packaged with a framed pocket which is 
built into the wall    

 
Double-Action 1) Spring hinge mounted on the door allows it to 

swing back and forth  
2) May be one door or two doors 

 
Arch or Cased 
Opening 

1)Opening in arch shape 
2)Opening with casing 

 
Garage 1) Generally are overhead doors  

2) May be one piece or sectional  
3) Widths may be for a single or double opening. 
i. Singles are usually 8’, 9’, or 10’  
ii. Doubles are usually 15’, 16’, or 18’  
4) 7’-0” is the most commonly used height. 

 
 

 



Double-Hung This type of window has two sashes 
that slide vertically up and down in the 
frame. They can open wide from either 
the top or the bottom, but they remain 
inside the frame so they don't protrude 
out to the exterior or interior of the 
house. On a single-hung window, only 
the bottom part of the window 
operates while the top part remains 
stationary. Photo courtesy of Marvin 
Windows and Doors 

 

Casement These hinged windows operate by a 
turn of a crank in an operating 
mechanism. They can be hinged on the 
left or the right to open outward. 
Photo courtesy of Marvin Windows 

 
Awning  Hinged at the top, awning windows 

open outward to let in air from the left 
or right and the bottom. They can be 
installed above, below or alongside a 
stationary or operating window. Photo 
courtesy of Marvin Windows 

 
Picture This variety is a large stationary 

window that lets in the maximum 
amount of light and views of the 
outdoors.  

Transom A narrow window that can be either 
operating to let in air or non-operating 
(stationary) and mounted above a door 
or window to let in more light. Photo 
courtesy of Marvin Windows 

 
Slider Gliding along a track, sliding windows 

have at least one operating window 
that slides horizontally over or past the 
other window. They are most often 
used in modern- or contemporary-style 
houses. Photo courtesy of Jeld Wen 
Windows and Doors  

Stationary These windows do not open, but they 
can be customized in nearly any angle 
or shape you desire. They are often 
found in modern- or contemporary-
style houses in conjunction with 
operating windows. Photo courtesy of 
Marvin Windows 

 
Bay Generally, bay or bow windows give 

you more interior space, as they 
protrude out from the exterior of the 
siding of the house. They are a 
combination of windows often with a 
stationary window in the middle 
flanked by either double-hung 
windows or casements.  

 
 

Panel door A panel door is a classic style. It usually 
has three or four horizontal rails and 
three vertical stiles. The spaces 
between them are filled with thinner 
panels. Decorative molding (or some 
representation of it) called "sticking" 
surrounds each panel. The result is a 
richly textured look that is at home in 
both traditional and modern settings. 

 

Flush door A flush door is a simple flat slab. It is 
usually the least expensive choice. If 
the surface is a hardwood veneer 
(usually birch or oak), a flush door can 
be stained, but other materials usually 
look best painted. Flush doors blend 
well with contemporary settings, but 
may look out of place in a traditional 
home. Interior flush doors are often 
hollow core, while exterior flush doors 
have a solid core and may have a metal 
or fiberglass face rather than wood 
veneer. 

 

Fresh doors A pair of French doors adds a charming 
touch as well as an extra-wide doorway 
opening. These doors are almost 
always traditional in design. Often they 
have glass panels. They are most 
commonly used as exterior patio doors, 
but interior French doors can make a 
stunning passageway between rooms. 

 
Typo(French Doors) 

Pocket door Many older homes have interior pocket 
doors, which slide into the wall when 
fully opened. They allow you to 
completely open the doorway without 
taking up any floor space. Pocket 
doors are making a comeback; many 
styles are available, single and double. 
A pocket door requires wall space that 
cannot have electrical 
or plumbing lines running through it. 

 

Bypass door Somewhat less common are bypass 
doors. These operate much like sliding 
patio doors but are far lighter in 
weight. They are generally flush doors. 

 
Bifold doors For a closet that is 6 feet wide or wider, 

a pair of bifold doors is the most 
popular choice. Each door takes up 
about half the swinging space of a 
hinged door. Bifolds can be flush, 
paneled, or louvered. 

 



Doors 

General Classifications: 

Flush doors  

1) Smooth on both sides (usually mahogany or birch 

plywood) 

 2) May be hollow core or solid core 

 

Panel doors  

1) Heavy frame around perimeter  

2) Parts:  

  i. Stiles – vertical members  

  ii. Rails – horizontal members  

  iii. Panels – thin material enclosed by stiles 

and    rails  

  iv. Louvered doors are panel doors.  

 

 

 

Exterior doors 

a. Typical door sizes:  

  1) 6’-8” tall by 1-3/4” thick  

  2) One opening must be a minimum of 3’-0”  

  3) Insulated  

b. Sloping sills at the bottom sheds water away from opening 

 

 

 

 

Swinging doors  

1) Hinged  

2) Swing into the house  



Kitchen Styles 
 

Kitchen Styles Description Symbol/Photo/Sketch 

Straight Line Used in apartments, 
cottages, or other smaller 
spaces; provides a limited 
amount of cabinets. 

 
L-shape Not intended for large 

kitchens; more attractive 
than a straight line. 

 
Corridor Small to medium size 

kitchens; efficient 
arrangement for long, 
narrow spaces; should not 
be used where heavy traffic 
flows through the kitchens. 

 
U-shape High efficiency; medium size 

kitchens; approximately 6’ 
between legs of “U”. 

 
Island Has stand-alone cabinets, 

which may be used for any 
of the kitchen centers or a 
snack bar; allow 42” on all 
sides; kitchen eating areas 
(family kitchen), for an 
Open/Informal plan; may 
include table/chairs or an 
eating counter. 

 

 



Kitchen Work Triangle 
 

 

 

 

  

+ Food storage and preparation (refrigerator, cabinets, pantry, countertops.) 

+ Cooking (range, oven, microwave, countertops.) 

+ Clean-up (sink, dishwasher, countertops.) 

+ Work triangle measures efficiency. 

+ The sum of all sides of the work triangle should not exceed 22’. 

+ Traffic lanes, if possible, should not impede work triangle. 

+ Kitchen storage should be sufficient. 

+ Base cabinets should be 24” deep and wall cabinets should be 12” deep. 

+ Wall cabinets should be drawn as hidden lines on a floor plan. 

Fire 

 

Ice 

Water 



Panel Doors A panel door is a classic style. It usually has 
three or four horizontal rails and three 
vertical stiles. The spaces between them are 
filled with thinner panels. 
Decorative molding (or some 
representation of it) called "sticking" 
surrounds each panel. The result is a richly 
textured look that is at home in both 
traditional and modern settings. 

 

Flush Doors A flush door is a simple flat slab. It is usually 
the least expensive choice. If the surface is 
a hardwood veneer (usually birch or oak), a 
flush door can be stained, but other 
materials usually look best painted. Flush 
doors blend well with contemporary 
settings, but may look out of place in a 
traditional home. Interior flush doors are 
often hollow core, while exterior flush 
doors have a solid core and may have a 
metal or fiberglass face rather than wood 
veneer. 

 

 

French Doors A pair of French doors adds a charming 
touch as well as an extra-wide doorway 
opening. These doors are almost always 
traditional in design. Often they have glass 
panels. They are most commonly used as 
exterior patio doors, but interior French 
doors can make a stunning passageway 
between rooms. 

 

 

Pocket Doors Many older homes have interior pocket 
doors, which slide into the wall when fully 
opened. They allow you to completely open 
the doorway without taking up any floor 
space. Pocket doors are making a 
comeback; many styles are available, single 
and double. A pocket door requires wall 
space that cannot have electrical 
or plumbing lines running through it. 

 

 

Bi-Fold For a closet that is 6 feet wide or wider, a 
pair of bifold doors is the most popular 
choice. Each door takes up about half the 
swinging space of a hinged door. Bifolds can 
be flush, paneled, or louvered. 

 

Bypass Somewhat less common are bypass doors. 
These operate much like sliding patio doors 
but are far lighter in weight. They are 
generally flush doors. 

 

 

Windowed Doors  windowed doors(the windows are 

sometimes referred to as "lights"), with 
attractive muntins or removable grills. 

 



 







Roof Types 
By: Anthony Fiorentino 

Gable/Dormer/Shed 

 

Hip 

 

Mansard 

 





Term Description Photo 

Alcove A small room adjoining a larger 
room often separated by an 
archway 

 
Apron The inside trim board place 

below a window sill  
Bidet A low bowl shaped bathroom 

fixture with running water for 
personal hygiene 

 
Breezeway A covered walkway with open 

sides between two different 
parts of a structure 

 
Casing  The decorative trim that covers 

the joint between the jamb and 
rough opening  

 
Cavity wall A masonry wall formed with 

two wythes with an air space 
between each face 

 
Closed plan Cubicle like rooms with little 

chance for overflow into other 
rooms 

 
Compartmentalized  Term used to indicate a water 

closet that is portioned off from 
other bathroom fixtures 

 
Cutting plane Lines used to show where an 

object is to be sectioned 

 
Deck Exterior floor that is supported 

on at least two opposing sides 
by adjoining structures, piers, or 
posts  





Casement Windows A great choice for those who desire easy 
operation with no reaching - they open and 
close outward with the quick turn of a 
handle, and Pella’s Unison Lock system 
secures the window in two places with one 
easy-to-reach lever. The single sash of a 
casement window also gives you a clear 
view to the outdoors.  

Awning Windows Awning windows easily open and shut with 
one handle. They are good for rainy 
climates, because they can be open during a 
gentle rain without letting water in. 

 

Double-Hung Double-hung windows combine a traditional 
style with ventilation flexibility. Both sashes 
open — a little or a lot. To open the 
windows, you raise or lower each sash. For 
natural ventilation control, lower the top 
sash to let the warm air that rises to the 
ceiling outside, or raise the bottom sash to 
let cool air flow inside.  

Single-Hung Single-hung windows have a traditional style 
and open by raising the bottom sash. Since 
only the bottom sash moves, reaching is 
minimized. They are typically less expensive 
than double-hung windows. 

 

Sliding Sliding windows have one sliding sash that 
moves horizontally so there is no reaching 
involved. 

 

Bay and Bow Even with limited wall space, a bay or bow 
window allows you to have more windows 
to capture the view. 

 

Fixed Since they do not open, fixed windows’ job 
is to let in light and show off your view ― 
they are extremely energy efficient. They 
can also provide a strong focal point for the 
interior and exterior of your home. 

 

Special Shape Angled and curved windows allow you to 
“think outside the box” and let your 
creativity show. You can use them to 
highlight other architectural features in your 
home, like a fireplace, or they can be used 
alone in walls where space is tight, like a 
stair landing 

 
 



Windows 
 

 

 

 

Which one of these did you find 
the most helpful?


