
THE GREAT GATSBY Study Guide

CHAPTER ONE:  (Ideas to understand)

--Importance of the Point of View

--"Values' Differences

--Characterization of Tom and Nick

--Portrayal of Women, namely, Jordan and Daisy

1. What is Nick Carraway's point of view?  What does F. Scott Fitzgerald achieve by using Nick's point of view to tell Gatsby's story?

2. Characterize Nick Carraway from the first few pages of chapter 1.

3. Nick states, "To the wingless, a more arresting phenomenon is their dissimilarity in every particular shape and size."  Differentiate the people and values of Long Island's West Egg and East Egg.

4. Characterize Tom Buchanan and Daisy.

4A. Compare the homes of Nick, Gatsby, and the Buchanan's.  How does each home reflect their owner's personality?

5. Comment on the scientific books Tom reads.

6. At the end of the chapter, Nick "is confused and a little disgusted." What does this mean?  What does Nick tell us about Gatsby?

CHAPTER TWO:
--Symbolism of the "Valley of Ashes"

--Moral Vacuum

--Significance of Colors

--Characterization of Myrtle Wilson

7. Characterize the "valley of ashes" between West Egg and East Egg.  What are some meanings you could associate with the "eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg."

8. These first two chapters tell of many colors.  I will include their symbolism; you find appropriate references.

GREEN----hope and promise:

YELLOW--deterioration:

GREY-----lack of substance:

WHITE----purity:

8A. Identify characters and make a listing of colors and "color phrases" associated with them as you read the first chapters.

GATSBY





DAISY

GEORGE





MYRTLE

NICK





JORDAN

TOM

9. Explain events at Myrtle Wilson's party that reflect insensitivity and a lack of a sense of values.

10. Characterize Myrtle Wilson.

10A. Explain the significance of the party's drunkenness, lack of continuity among the scenes, of the people's behavior.

CHAPTER THREE:
--"The American Dream"

--Jay Gatsby's Smile

--Why Nick Continues his Relationship With Jordan Whose Values He Detests

--"Reality vs. Illusion" Theme

11. Explain the illusion and reality in the chapter's first paragraphs detailing Gatsby's "little party.".

12. Explain the collective symbolism of the fruit, orchestra, caterers, gypsies.

13. Describe Gatsby as seen through Nick's eyes.  Clarify the importance of his smile.

14. What "carelessness" does the automobile accident parallel in this chapter?

15. Describe Nick's relationship with Jordan Baker, specifically the qualities Nick reveals.

CHAPTER FOUR:
--Gatsby's Self-Narrated Adolescence (autobiography)

--Significance of Meyer Wolfsheim and his Cuff Links

--Why People Attend Gatsby's Parties Uninvited

--Nature of Gatsby's and Daisy's Relationship

16. What gossip surrounds Gatsby?  What portrait does he paint of himself when talking with Nick?

16A. Give a summary statement describing the people who attend Gatsby's party at the beginning of chapter 4.

16B. Describe Gatsby's car.

17. We find out from Meyer Wolfsheim--through his described character and his dialogue--how Gatsby may have "come into his money."  Explain.

18. Describe Daisy Buchanan's relationship with Gatsby as told by Jordan Baker.

19. Where is the house Gatsby buys?  Any significance?  What favor does Gatsby ask of Nick?

CHAPTER FIVE:
--Gatsby's Confusion About Friendship and Possessions:  Moral Vacuum

--What Gatsby's Behavior at the Gathering with Daisy Indicates

--Symbolism of the Clock

--Symbolism of Gatsby's Shirts

20. How does Gatsby wish to 'repay' Nick for setting up his meeting with Daisy?  How does Nick react to this?

21. How is Gatsby dressed for his meeting with Daisy?   How does he act?  Why is it inappropriate?

22. Explain the similarity of Gatsby's dream and the house the brewer built.

23. As they tour the house, how does Gatsby view the significance of his possessions?  

24. Explain the symbolism of the shirts and Daisy's response to them.

25. Nick tells us at the end of chapter 5:  "I went over to say goodbye.  I saw that the expression of bewilderment had come back into Gatsby's face, as though a faint doubt had occurred to him as to the quality of his present happiness."  Comment.

CHAPTER SIX:
--Nick's Contrasting Story of Gatsby's Adolescence

--Importance of Dan Cody

--"The American Dream" and Gatsby's Smile (again)

--Basis of the "Love Affair" Between Gatsby and Daisy

26. Summarize Nick's detail of Gatsby's past, beginning at age 17.  Clarify how Dan Cody is involved in Gatsby's 'destiny.'  How does this contrast with Gatsby's story in chapter 4?

27. Contrast Tom and Gatsby at the party.  Explain the irony of Tom's comment,  "I may be old-fashioned in my ideas, but women run around too much these days to suit me."

28. Describe Tom's attitude toward Gatsby and his attitude toward his wife Daisy at the party.

29. After the party breaks up, what do Nick and Gatsby discuss?

30. Nick says (116),  "I wouldn't ask too much of her...you can't repeat the past."  What does he mean?

CHAPTER SEVEN:
--Symbolism and Meaning of "Eyes"

--Contrasting Personalities and Ideas of Tom and Gatsby

--Gatsby's "Spiritual Values":  His ideal cause is amoral, a waste of good time 
and money, an illusion of success

31. Summarize the Tom/Daisy/Gatsby interaction in the first part of the chapter.  Explain the significance of references to weather.

32. What is Daisy's attitude toward her child?  Why does Gatsby look at the child "with surprise?"

33. Skim back through the chapter and note the role of "eyes".  Describe.

34. Nick narrates (130-131), "I stared at him (Wilson) and then at Tom, who had made a parallel discovery less than an hour before--and it occurred to me that there was no difference between men, in intelligence or race, so profound as the difference between the sick and the well."  Respond.

35. How are all the characters in part responsible for the death of Myrtle?

36. At the end of chapter 7, Nick draws some conclusions about Tom, Daisy, and Gatsby.  What are they?

CHAPTER EIGHT:
--symbolism of the "Holy Grail"

--similarity of deaths of Wilson and Gatsby

37. The chapter's first pages provide a flashback--from Nick's viewpoint--to Gatsby's first contacts with Daisy.  Summarize and comment.

38. Explain the "grail" symbolism.

39. List events and objects (symbols perhaps) that foreshadow Gatsby's death.

40. Make sense of George's incoherence in talking about Myrtle, including whom he thinks killed his wife.

41. What does Nick mean when he says, "the holocaust was complete?"

CHAPTER NINE:
--Significance of Henry Gatz

--Importance of Gatsby's "Schedule" as a Youngster

--Judgment of "The American Dream"

42. How does the newspaper recount Gatsby's death?  Who handles the arrangements?  Why?  What is the irony of Gatsby's funeral?

43. How does Tom demonstrate further selfishness and moral corruption?

44. What does Henry Gatz think of his son?  What is the significance of the Gatsby's "schedule" Henry talks about?  Who knows Gatsby the best?

45. How does Nick resolve his relationship with Jordan?

46. Explain the symbolism of "green" in the last two pages of the novel.

OVERALL QUESTIONS:
1. Develop characterizations of all the characters.

2. Who is the hero?  Why?

3. What is the purpose of the flashbacks?

4. How do Daisy's reasons for marrying Tom foreshadow her betrayal of Gatsby?

5. Explain the symbolism of east and west...why do all the main characters travel from west to east?

