THE GREAT GATSBY:  INTERNET SITES / NOTES
Beginner’s guide to GG


They were known as the Roaring Twenty's because the economy at the time was through the roof and people were partying all over the place. At the time there was a legal ban on the manufacture and sale of intoxicating drink called prohibition. Since a lot of people didn't feel like drinking the gin they made in their bathtubs all the time there was a huge market for organized crime.  Jazz Age though, it will still be remembered for its glittering lights and unbridled romance.

Background:  The Jazz Age

The flapper…..
No longer confined to home and tradition, the typical flapper was a young women who was often thought of as a little fast and maybe even a little brazen. Mostly, the flapper offended the older generation because she defied conventions of acceptable feminine behavior.    flappers did more than symbolize a revolution in fashion and mores - they embodied the modern spirit of the Jazz Age.

	

	


http://www.gradesaver.com/ClassicNotes/Titles/gatsby/



About The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby, published in 1925, is widely considered to be F. Scott Fitzergerald's greatest novel. It is also considered a seminal work on the fallibility of the American dream. It focuses on a young man, Jay Gatsby, who, after falling in love with a woman from the social elite, makes a lot of money in an effort to win her love. She marries a man from her own social strata and he dies disillusioned with the concept of a self-made man. Fitzgerald seems to argue that the possibility of social mobility in America is an illusion, and that the social hierarchies of the "New World" are just as rigid as those of Europe.
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The novel is also famous as a description of the "Jazz Age," a phrase which Fitzgerald himself coined. After the shock of moving from a policy of isolationism to involvement in World War I, America prospered in what are termed the "Roaring Twenties." The Eighteenth Amendment to the American Constitution, passed in 1919, prohibited the sale and consumption of alcohol in America. "Prohibition" made millionaires out of bootleggers like Gatsby and owners of underground salons, called "speakeasies." Fitzgerald glamorizes the noveau riche of this period to a certain extent in his Jazz Age novel. He describes their beautiful clothing and lavish parties with great attention to detail and wonderful use of color. However, the author was uncomfortable with the excesses of the period, and his novel sounds many warning notes against excessive love of money and material success.

Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby was not a great success during his lifetime, but became a smash hit after his death, especially after World War II. It has since become a staple of the canon of American literature, and is taught at many high schools and universities across the country and the world. Four films, an opera, and a play have been made from the text.

http://www.homework-online.com/tgg/index.html

Supplemental online study guide

http://www.sc.edu/fitzgerald/biography.html




F. Scott Fitzgerald’s biography

West Egg, East Egg


Tom and Daisy Buchanan live in East Egg, a socially prominent and exclusive residential area off Long Island, New York, that resembles the shape of an egg. Tom and Daisy possess "old money," wealth that has been handed down from generation to generation by families that were established long ago. Their spacious home, described in shades of red and white and cream, and overlooking the cool bay, portrays them as members of an elite, white, upperclass. East Egg, a site that features the mansions of some of New York's most established and wealthiest families, also represents corruption and decadence. It is a "modern society" in which people behave carelessly. Above all, East Egg symbolizes excessive materialism. For an additional glimpse of their wealth, see the file on their home, "Georgian Colonial Mansion."


Across the water in West Egg is where Jay and Nick live. West Egg, although also attracting more than its share of millionaires, serves as the residence for new money, primarily "self-made" millionaires/multi-millionaires who do not "fit" into the East Egg society of social legacies and close relationships that span decades. Both Nick and Jay are situated here to represent their closeness to western (midwestern) values. Chief among these are idealism and romanticism. Thus the residential addresses of the main characters give insight into their behaviors. Tom and Daisy are embedded in materialism and seek to maintain the status quo of their place in society where all is secure and unchanging. Nick and Gatsby are embedded in idealism and seek to change the relationships that currently exist. From Nick's perspective, Tom and Daisy probably seem to behave irresponsibly. From Tom's and Daisy's perspectives, Nick is likely seen as naive and unrealistic.

Helpful Links to Chap 1 understanding

1.
Note how Fitzgerald uses setting to emphasize the differences between the social classes
2.
Try to find out what you think the following symbols represent in the novel:


a) the valley of ashes  [decadence, emptiness, lack of substance and morality]


b) the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleberg  [they “see” the nothingness of the era]


c) the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock  [symbol of hope of a ‘new world’, a ‘pilgrim land’]

d) the mantle clock   [passage of time]

e) Daisy’s voice “full of money”  [consumed with materialism]

