2011 - 2012  AP ENGLISH III: 
English Language and Composition Objectives
Instructor:   Mr. Richard Murphy

GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES:      You the student will:
1) Learn to read closely and analyze literature

2) Engage in class participation -- posing and answering challenging questions

3) Master identification and understanding of rhetorical techniques, then application of your understanding to literature read (fiction and non fiction) and to historical documents

4) Become familiar and proficient with the steps of the writing process

5)
Learn and apply proper steps and techniques for writing a research paper

TEACHER’S ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT STUDENTS:
The student will:

· possess and demonstrate an adequate understanding of English grammar and mechanics
· have completed assigned summer projects

· commit emotionally to striving for personal excellence 

· come to class prepared each day  [reading assignments, book, binder, pen, notebook, vocabulary, prep questions, attitude to learn]

· respect the ideas and values of other students

· learn to implement the writing process as it is taught, including the fundamentals  of a research paper

· improve vocabulary usage and sentence quality

· take the AP English Language and Composition exam in May for college credit and / or advanced placement,  and strive to achieve a passing score of “3" and preferably “4"

COURSE TEXTS:
· The Riverside Reader
, 8th edition
(rental)
Joseph Trimmer and Maxine Hairston

· 5 Steps to a 5:  5 Steps to a 5:  Writing the AP English Essay






Barbara Murphy & Estelle Rankin


· The Chosen




Chaim Potok

· Left to Tell




Immaculeé Ilibagiza
· Genesis





Bernard Beckett
· A Separate Peace




John Knowles 

· Antigone [Fitts & Fitzgerald translation]

Sophocles
· My Antonia




Willa Cather

· The Secret Life of Bees



Sue Monk Kidd

· The Great Gatsby




F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Hamlet
(Cambridge Shakespeare Series edition)
William Shakespeare
· MacBeth
(Cambridge Shakespeare Series edition)
William Shakespeare

· Selected non-fiction and newspaper editorials

· Two independent selections of the student’s own choice
GRADING SCALE:

100 A+


97%…A


90-93%...A-
87%...B+


83-87%...B


80-83%...B-

77%...C+


73-77%...C


70-73%...C-
67%...D+


63-67%...D

60-63%...D-

Less than 60%...F
