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Course Description:  This course develops skills in critical reading and, in particular, the writing process.  Students read and analyze literary types (short story, non-fiction, some poetry, drama [including Shakespeare]), novel and literary elements (plot, conflict, theme, characterization, tone, symbolism).  In addition, students become increasingly aware of the interaction of an author's purpose with different literary and rhetorical devices.  Students read two plays, six novels, two independent selections, selections from a “College Reader” , and literary pieces from a provided list of non-fiction.   During the summer, students read two literary pieces (one fiction, one non-fiction) and one Shakespearean play before class begins.


Students will be introduced to narrative, descriptive, persuasive (argumentative) and expository writing.  Students learn and practice journal writing, paragraph writing, critical analysis of newspaper & magazine editorials, steps for planning and writing the 5-paragraph essay, and the steps and process for writing a  7-10 page research paper.    In addition, students will learn to write free response essays--exercises of 40 minutes that entail reading and analysis of the rhetoric of literary selections.   These are written.....on wide-ruled loose leaf paper.....in black or blue ink.  Finally, students will be introduced to synthesis writing – responding to a writing prompt that incorporates analysis, commentary, and possible argument involving several sources; i.e., historical, political, visual, graphic, etc.

The course will be taught with the assumption students will take the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition exam in May, 2012 (this is a test costing approximately $87).   

Students keep a selected portfolio of their writing in which improvement of these skills is expected:  


*enhanced vocabulary development

*proper writing mechanics 



*proficiency in analysis


*correct English grammar, usage, and MLA style

*sophistication of sentence style

*thesis articulation and development


*topic sentences for each paragraph
*writing conclusions to paragraphs and essays


*synthesis and commentary of text citation

Texts:
     The Riverside Reader.    5 Steps to a 5:  Writing the AP English Essay.     Novels and plays:  A Separate Peace, The Great Gatsby, Genesis, My Antonia, The Secret Life of Bees, Antigone, and Hamlet.   In addition, The Chosen and Left To Tell are read in the summer.    Student  (will) read and attend the Shakespearean performance of MacBeth during the summer.  During the school year, the students will read 2 books independently and will submit a review for each.  Auxiliary materials include selected teacher handouts and writings, usually editorials, from newspapers and magazines.

Required Materials to be Brought Each Day:       1) Notebook or loose leaf paper for classroom notes, journal writing,  and activities;   2) handout binder;   3) textbook or materials in use;   4) prep questions; 5)  SPX Agenda book (you should have one), and pens for class each day.

Classroom Procedures:       All work is to be done in black ink or blue ink--pencil work will not be graded.  Writing assignments given for outside of class are to be typed (except for timed writings—hand-written in black ink and on wide-ruled paper).  Students will adhere to SPX Writing Standards and MLA format.


Students have homework regularly.  Reading is an expectation.  Students will often be asked to write reflectively about an assignment prior to class AND/OR to pose questions about it.  Students write regularly in a classroom “Response Journal" or “Quickwrite” or précis format; in this, they will analyze or write reflectively about the main idea or reasoning of literary authors, or argumentation of newspaper selections of syndicated columnists.  There are regular tests and quizzes; essay questions are a regular part of exams (take-home questions).


Note taking in class and active participation in class discussion / seminar is an expectation for students.  You will not be reminded of this; it is just an expectation.

Course Objectives:     By the end of this course, YOU, the student will be able to: 

· recognize and identify the different types of literature 

· critically analyze by reading inferentially, comprehending subtleties of meaning, evaluating poetry, analyzing prose, drawing conclusions of any literary genre

· differentiate narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive writing

· analyze the logic, reasoning, and rhetorical devices of  newspaper writing

· understand the components of an effective book review

· learn and demonstrate the steps of a five-paragraph essay

· write coherent essays that demonstrate effective communication, stylistic maturity, vocabulary development, sentence variety, and logical organization of thought

· learn and implement both the steps and the process for writing an appropriate AP research paper

· demonstrate synthetic analysis and commentary of several sources in response to a writing prompt

· adequately and proficiently perform timed writings that simulate the AP English Language  & Composition exam

· achieve a score of “3”, preferably “4” on the AP exam
Grading Procedures:    This is a weighted “5” point class.   A percentage, cumulative grading scale is used.  60% passing grade; 70% is minimal; 80% minimum is the expected, achievable norm.


The teacher evaluates response journals for creativity, flow of thought, content, and perceived degree of initiative and effort; précis writing is evaluated for conciseness and clarity of expression

Newspaper critiquing is evaluated for analysis of language--logic, reasoning, rhetoric.  


Paragraph writing is evaluated according to specific areas of emphasis.   Full-length essays are evaluated according to a generic rubric provided for the student.


Regularly, students will do free response questions, 40 minutes in length; these will usually be done at home and will be due on Monday mornings.  The majority of these are done semester 2.  Sometimes assignments are due on Thursdays (the day we do not have class) Students sometimes are given a rubric or legend that explains grading and competency according to an AP format.


For semester ONE, 10% of  a student's 6-week grade  is the summer work.  30% is writing.  30%  is homework, tests & quizzes.  10%  reflects free response writings.  10% reflects participation in class (includes group work) and demonstration of understanding of material in class. 10% is the final exam.   During semester TWO, the value free response writings increase  to 20%.  Research paper is 10% and the other categories adjust accordingly.
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