Algebra I (2004-2005) - Contract

Mr. Brown 

Goals:

· Provide algebra foundation for your future high school mathematics career

· Approach problems, topics and discussions in following four ways:

1. Verbal or written English

2. Analytically (i.e., using symbols and equations)

3. Numerically (i.e., using specific numbers)

4. Graphically

· Develop algebra skills demonstrated by ability to solve problems

· Develop understanding of algebra concepts demonstrated by ability to explain problem solutions

· Provide foundations for future success on standardized tests such as the SAT and HSPA.

Expectations

My expectations from you are the following:

· Come to class prepared. Being prepared for this class means that you have a pencil, notebook, textbook, calculator and completed homework. A graphing calculator, such as the TI-83+ or TI-84+ is highly recommended.

· Listen when others are talking. If you are talking or out of your seat, you are not listening.

· Maintain a safe environment – both physical safety and psychological safety (insulting, abusive or threatening behavior is unsafe)

· Make an effort on all homework assignments and check your work.. Homework is the key to developing your algebra ability.

If a student does not act in accordance with the above expectations, thereby detracting from the learning environment to which all BHS students are entitled, progressive consequences will be administered. Consequences include warnings, development of correction plans, removal from class, discussion with parents and referrals to the administration.

Your can expect the following of me:

· maintain a classroom environment conducive to learning

· listen to you

· make every effort to help you achieve success in this course

Grading

The following items count toward the grade you earn in this course:

· Tests

· Quizzes

· Homework (both nightly homework and projects)

Each item will be given a specific point value reflecting its weight toward your grade.

Classroom Procedures

1. I am available for extra help but it is your responsibility to ask for it! I will be available after school on Wednesdays and Thursdays. If you feel you need extra help schedule the time with me before or after our normal class period. 

2. Homework will be assigned nightly. It is always due the next day. I plan to assign mostly odd numbered problems, which have answers in the back of the book. As you finish each problem you should check to see if you answer is correct. If it is not correct, you should find your error and rework the problem until you do get the correct answer. If you are stuck when working a problem you may be tempted to look at the answer for a hint. Only do this as a last resort. If you are struggling with the homework it is responsibility to let me know. 

3. Homework must be labeled as follows: 

Your Name

Your Gradebook Number

Assignment (page # and problem #s)

Date Due

4. Most homework will be graded on a 2 point scale as follows

· check (2 points) for completed, with proper work shown for solutions.

· check minus (1 point) for late, incomplete or no work shown or incorrectly labeled or not done in pencil. Homework is due the next class meeting after it is assigned unless otherwise stated. Homework will not be accepted after the test on the section the homework was assigned from.

· zero for not done. 

Additionally, specific problems will be chosen at random and graded for correctness.

5. If you are absent you are responsible for any assignment missed. Talk to a classmate to determine what the assignments were. Homework assignments will be posted on the “homework hotline” at http://www.quia.com/pages/bhsbrownalg1.html. Any handouts will be in the class folder at the side of the room. 

6. Seats are assigned and attendance taken from assigned seats. Seat assignments will be changed a few times throughout the year. If you have a visual or auditory problem and need to sit up front, let me know immediately.

7. We will work with partners and in groups often. It is expected that you will be able to transition smoothly between periods when we are working as a class and when we are working in small groups.

8. Bernards High School rules apply within the classroom.

9. Bernards High School attendance policy is strictly adhered to.

